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ZAFIRA AND THE BIRDS
? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..After he had slain him, he fell into
repentance and mourning and chagrin waxed upon him, and none, who questioned him, would he acquaint with the cause thereof, nor, of his love
for his wife, did he tell her of this, and whenas she asked him of [the cause of] his grief, he answered her not. When the viziers knew of Abou
Temam's death, they rejoiced with an exceeding joy and knew that the king's grief arose from regret for him. As for Ilan Shah, he used, after this, to
betake himself by night to the sleeping-chamber of the two boys and spy upon them, so he might hear what they said concerning his wife. As he
stood one night privily at the door of their chamber, he saw them spread out the gold before them and play with it and heard one of them say, 'Out
on us! What doth this gold profit us? For that we cannot buy aught therewith neither spend it upon ourselves. Nay, but we have sinned against
Abou Temam and done him to death unjustly.' And the other answered, 'Had we known that the king would presently kill him, we had not done
what we did.'.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..When Tuhfeh heard this, she gave a great cry, that
the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O daughters of mine uncle, I am
a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh
swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may He bless and preserve!) except thou
suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from this palace, for that I am weary of
my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.' And she was instant with her in
asking..? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is
forspent..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Then
the two kings entered the bath, and when they came forth, they sat down on a couch, inlaid with pearls and jewels, whereupon the two sisters came
up to them and stood before them, as they were moons, swaying gracefully from side to side in their beauty and grace. Presently they brought
forward Shehrzad and displayed her, for the first dress, in a red suit; whereupon King Shehriyar rose to look upon her and the wits of all present,
men and women, were confounded, for that she was even as saith of her one of her describers:.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when
he awoke and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and
drawing the other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know
me not, I am a Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither
away, O trooper? Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high
standing with the Sultan? An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? But rigour still hath waxed on
me and changed my case And love hath left me bound, afflicted, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? Thou, thou enjoy'st repose and comfortable sleep, Nor of
the mis'ries reckst by which my heart is wried..When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to
all creatures, and I will not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Then they
betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and
stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode
with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the
wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this,
but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder,
of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling
spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than
the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the
Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the
Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me."
[So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i.
174..I am the champion-slayer he warrior without peer, iii. 94. 249----.As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was
written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for
belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught,
the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they
laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with
them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers
mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou
shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth
of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she
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[still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of
him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was
intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to
this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair
that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion
with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is
even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see
him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt
and bring me my son or else news of him.'.? ? ? ? ? What is there in the tents? Their burdens are become A lover's, whose belov'd is in the litters'
shrined..Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..114. El Abbas and the King's Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.46. The Loves of
Budour and Jubeir ben Umeir dlxxxvii.8. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Enis el Jelii cxcix.? ? ? ? ? Awaken, O ye sleepers all, and profit, whilst
it's here By what's vouchsafed of fortune fair and life untroubled, clear..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? Peace on
thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I
fare and leave your land behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..Therewithal he ordered her a handsome house and bade
furnish it with carpets and other furniture and vessels of choice and commanded that all she needed should be given her. This was done during the
rest of the day, and when the night came, she despatched the eunuch with the mule and a suit of clothes, to fetch Noureddin from the Muezzin's
lodging. So the young man donned the clothes and mounting; rode to the house, where he abode in luxury and delight a full-told month, what while
she solaced him with four things, to wit, the eating of fowls and the drinking of wine and the lying upon brocade and the entering the bath after
copulation. Moreover, she brought him six suits of clothes and fell to changing his apparel day by day; nor was the appointed time accomplished
ere his beauty returned to him and his goodliness; nay, his charms waxed tenfold and he became a ravishment to all who looked on him..? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of
my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit,
wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was
moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and
clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days,
she and I and the dog..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dcccclxxxiv.Then she went up into the house and put off her [walking]
clothes and I found her as she were the full moon. I brought her what I had by me of meat and drink and said to her, 'O my lady, excuse me: this is
that which is ready.' Quoth she, 'This is abundant kindness and indeed it is what I sought' And she ate and gave the slave-girl that which was left;
after which I brought her a casting-bottle of rose-water, mingled with musk, and she washed her hands and abode with me till the season of
afternoon-prayer, when she brought out of the parcel that she had with her a shirt and trousers and an upper garment (176) and a kerchief
wroughten with gold and gave them to me; saying, 'Know that I am one of the favourites of the Khalif, and we are forty favourites, each one of
whom hath a lover who cometh to her as often as she would have him; and none is without a lover save myself, wherefore I came forth to-day to
find me a gallant and behold, I have found thee. Thou must know that the Khalif lieth each night with one of us, whilst the other nine-and-thirty
favourites take their ease with the nine-and-thirty men, and I would have thee be with me on such a day, when do thou come up to the palace of the
Khalif and wait for me in such a place, till a little eunuch come out to thee and say to thee a [certain] word, to wit, "Art thou Sendel?" And do thou
answer, "Yes," and go with him.'.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways
and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the
Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable
dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he
oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings
abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his
younger brother..Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her
dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the
Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the
Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,
'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard
from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,
such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the
Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..? ? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and
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near fruition led..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to his disciples and pupils and bade them
fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and when Galen saw him before him, he
said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.' Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?'
And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related to him his story and gave him to know of
the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled and certified himself of the matter of the
dower..Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el Milah, iii. 3..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.Accordingly, the king
bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch,
that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly
stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to
relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the
king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story
concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story,
the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story
and after put her to death..As for Er Razi and El Merouzi, they made peace with each other and sat down to share the booty. Quoth El Merouzi, 'I
will not give thee a dirhem of this money, till thou pay me my due of the money that is in thy house.' And Er Razi said 'I will not do it, nor will I
subtract this from aught of my due.' So they fell out upon this and disputed with one another and each went saying to his fellow, 'I will not give
thee a dirhem!' And words ran high between them and contention was prolonged..? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour
me,.? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.Merry Jest of a Thief,
A, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..Thief and
the Woman, The, i. 278.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the
clay..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..114. The Angel of Death and the Rich King cccclxii.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he
said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We accept him to king
over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the poets praised him;
and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and was prodigal to the
people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he caused bring forth the
cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his deliverance. Then they
assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments, after which he put him
to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? c. Hemmad the Bedouin's Story cxliv.When
the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after
her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out
at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan
against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most
part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..154. King
Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going about in
quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the third day
till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the morrow, when
the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at a window. Her
door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I went up, without
suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom thou depositedst
with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a deed that will
be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain of men?" And
I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by token that I
abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall betide but good,
and thou shalt get the better of him.".? ? ? ? ? O thou my inclining to love him that blamest, Shall lovers be blamed for the errors of Fate?.Quoth
Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.32. The Khalif Hisham
and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female,
and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of
the chickens and was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days
there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the
number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh
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half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him
young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal
estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his
subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than
wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose
caution slew him.".?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..22. Alaeddin Abou esh Shamat ccl.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The old man
betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter,
which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all
that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he
relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till
they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..? ? ? ? ? Bravo for a fawn with a houri's eye of black, Like the
sun or the shining moon midst the starry train!.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..The prince thanked them and said to them, 'God requite you with all
good, for indeed ye give me loyal counsel; but whither would ye have me go?' Quoth they, 'Get thee to the land of the Greeks, the abiding-place of
thy mother.' And he said, 'My grandfather Suleiman Shah, when the King of the Greeks wrote to him, demanding my mother in marriage,
concealed my affair and hid my secret; [and she hath done the like,] and I cannot make her a liar.' 'Thou sayst sooth,' rejoined they; 'but we desire
thine advantage, and even if thou tookest service with the folk, it were a means of thy continuance [on life].' Then each of them brought out to him
money and gave to him and clad him and fed him and fared on with him a parasang's distance till they brought him far from the city, and giving
him to know that he was safe, departed from him, whilst he fared on till he came forth of the dominions of his uncle and entered those [of the king]
of the Greeks. Then he entered a village and taking up his abode therein, betook himself to serving one there in ploughing and sowing and the
like..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself,
"Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against
himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him
dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and
willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand,
(80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did
this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from
thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is
thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between
them..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of
her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou,
"The goodliest of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".Now the four women who thus
accosted Tuhfeh were the princess Kemeriyeh, daughter of King Es Shisban, and her sisters; and Kemeriyeh loved Tuhfeh with an exceeding love.
So, when she came up to her, she fell to kissing and embracing her, and Iblis said, 'Fair befall you! Take me between you.' At this Tuhfeh laughed
and Kemeriyeh said, 'O my sister, I love thee and doubtless hearts have their evidences, (197) for, since I saw thee, I have loved thee.' 'By Allah,'
replied Tuhfeh, 'hearts have deeps, (198) and thou, by Allah, art dear to me and I am thy handmaid.' Kemeriyeh thanked her for this and said to her,
'These are the wives of the kings of the Jinn: salute them. This is Queen Jemreh, (199) that is Queen Wekhimeh and this other is Queen Sherareh,
and they come not but for thee.' So Tuhfeh rose to her feet and kissed their hands, and the three queens kissed her and welcomed her and entreated
her with the utmost honour..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.When the morning morrowed, the people went seeking
for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and abode unknowing what he should do. Then he
sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.' 'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him
a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The
new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old
king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we
will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..78. The
Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife cccxc.'This is idle talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in
thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His
bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.'
However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he
wept and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Could they who reproach me but see my sufferings, their hearts would relent; They'd marvel,
indeed, at my case and the loss of my loved ones bewail..? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dcxv.The Eighteenth Night of the
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Month..NOTE..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over them: and
their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension, they came
to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they would not
contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of
the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his
back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to
the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his
head, took him up and set him on his back..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath
delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the
vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had
missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht,
with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the
righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with
longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence
and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of
my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good
fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier,
bade him relate the story of the wealthy man who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in
verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.8. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor,
The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me
divide..? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? Would God
thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me estrangement and dismay..It chances whiles that the blind
man escapes a pit, ii. 51..'A great theft had been committed in the city and I was cited, (139) I and my fellows. Now it was a matter of considerable
value and they (140) pressed hard upon us; but we obtained of them some days' grace and dispersed in quest of the stolen goods. As for me, I
sallied forth with five men and went round about the city that day; and on the morrow we fared forth [into the suburbs]. When we came a parasang
or two parasangs' distance from the city, we were athirst; and presently we came to a garden. So I went in and going up to the water-wheel, (141)
entered it and drank and made the ablution and prayed. Presently up came the keeper of the garden and said to me, "Out on thee! Who brought thee
into this water-wheel?" And he cuffed me and squeezed my ribs till I was like to die. Then he bound me with one of his bulls and made me turn in
the water-wheel, flogging me the while with a cattle whip he had with him, till my heart was on fire; after which he loosed me and I went out,
knowing not the way..Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in
contentment or despite..? ? ? ? ? In my tears I have a witness; when I call thee to my mind, Down my cheeks they run like torrents, and I cannot
stay their flight..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey dlxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.Issues of Good and Evil
Actions, Of the, i. 103..When King Shah Bekht heard this story, it pleased him and he bade the vizier go away to his own house..? ? ? ? ? Nay,
though ye read therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.When it was the eleventh day, the viziers
betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may
see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers
turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O
wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there
cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God
delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i.
252..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild
beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my
father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their
[natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour,
for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,'
quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and
indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then
said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with
that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead,
yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..When came the night, the vizier presented himself before
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the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232)
midst the singers and minstrels am I;.? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.On this
wise, O King Shah Bekht," continued the vizier, "is the issue of eagerness for [the goods of] the world and covetise of that which our knowledge
embraceth not; indeed, [whoso doth thus] shall perish and repent Nor, O king of the age, (added he) is this story more extraordinary than that of the
sharper and the merchants.".Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of
His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of
them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew
forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid
hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am
presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my
death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The
astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath
smitten thee should be thy son.'.Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon
she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the
protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to
the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who
is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou
art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by
Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at
himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn
the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name
of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came
round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me
with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do
so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this
man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its
fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I
delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other
replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I
returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should
devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw
thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants.
So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason
of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and
left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this
house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my
sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech
and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of
me its price.".?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..When
the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and
made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and
pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one
bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth incontinent on his journey. When he came to his
brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his
own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the younger brother abode with him some days. Then he
called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not
exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite, so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink,
or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it
and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.So the king bade
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fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan, who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand
dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,' continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and
marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water
and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him,
'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old
man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old
man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of
this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak
truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit,
in its midst was a boring worm..As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him but to
make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that he
might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the people
of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..? ?
? ? ? I wander seeking East and West for you, and every time Unto a camp I come, I'm told, "They've fared away again.".Old Sharper, Story of the,
ii. 187..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth
upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat
of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he
signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute
and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come
again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;
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