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THE SEIGNEURS OF OLD CANADA A CHRONICLE OF NEW WORLD FEUDALISM
? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi
Amrillah, iii. 171..THE KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).On this wise he continued to do for the space of a whole
year, till, one day, as he sat on the bridge, according to his custom, expecting who should come to him, so he might take him and pass the night
with him, behold, [up came] the Khalif and Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, disguised [in merchants' habits] as of their wont. So he
looked at them and rising up, for that he knew them not, said to them, "What say ye? Will you go with me to my dwelling-place, so ye may eat
what is ready and drink what is at hand, to wit, bread baked in the platter (8) and meat cooked and wine clarified?" The Khalif refused this, but he
conjured him and said to him, "God on thee, O my lord, go with me, for thou art my guest this night, and disappoint not my expectation concerning
thee!" And he ceased not to press him till he consented to him; whereat Aboulhusn rejoiced and going on before him, gave not over talking with
him till they came to his [house and he carried the Khalif into the] saloon. Er Reshid entered and made his servant abide at the door; and as soon as
he was seated, Aboulhusn brought him somewhat to eat; so he ate, and Aboulhusn ate with him, so eating might be pleasant to him. Then he
removed the tray and they washed their hands and the Khalif sat down again; whereupon Aboulhusn set on the drinking vessels and seating himself
by his side, fell to filling and giving him to drink and entertaining him with discourse..When it was eventide, the king caused avoid his sitting
chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself and making his obeisance to the king, kissed the earth before him and bespoke him as
follows:.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh
dlxviii.?STORY OF THE SHARPER AND THE MERCHANTS..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for
that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer?
Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the
purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and
said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness
before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin
arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..Drink ever, O lovers, I
rede you, of wine, ii. 230..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier
Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.12. Asleep and Awake
cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I would every eye of my charms might have sight..? ? ? ? ? The road of right thou
hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..78. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi dclxii.In this
island is a river of very sweet water, issuing from the shore of the sea and entering in at a wide cavern in the skirt of an inaccessible mountain, and
the stones of the island are all limpid sparkling crystal and jacinths of price. Therein also is a spring of liquid, welling up like [molten] pitch, and
when it cometh to the shore of the island, the fish swallow it, then return and cast it up, and it becometh changed from its condition and that which
it was aforetime; and it is crude ambergris. Moreover, the trees of the island are all of the most precious aloes-wood, both Chinese and Comorin;
but there is no way of issue from the place, for it is as an abyss midmost the sea; the steepness of its shore forbiddeth the drawing up of ships, and if
any approach the mountain, they fall into the eddy aforesaid; nor is there any resource (205) in that island..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i.
98..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.74. The Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.114. El Abbas and the King's
Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.The Twentieth Night of the Month..134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.When King Shehriyar heard his brother's
words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother
purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to
wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may
not brook severance from each other. If he accept this condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him
with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered, saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from
thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".Haroun
er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and
grew,.?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass
at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and
'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case;
whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who
had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a
company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling
with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured.."By Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at
the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ... " [And he recited as follows:].The crown of the
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flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, And Allah makes mention of me 'mongst the pleasures divine; Yea, ease and sweet basil and peace, the
righteous are told, In Eternity's Garden of sweets shall to bless them combine. (223) Where, then, is the worth that in aught with my worth can
compare And where is the rank in men's eyes can be likened to mine?."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there
was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat
in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier
than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason
fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her
whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon
Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii.
171..? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..65. The Simpleton
and the Sharper dclii.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he
likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she
broke out again into song and chanted the following verses:.Then he took my clothes and washed them and dried them, and put them on me; after
which he said to me, "Get thee gone to thy house." So I returned to my house and he accompanied me, till I came thither, when he said to me, "May
God not forsake thee! I am thy friend [such an one, who used to take of thee goods on credit,] and I am beholden to thee for kindness; but
henceforward thou wilt never see me more."'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? I'm the keeper of the promise and the troth, And
my gathering is eath, without impede..When the night was half spent, I arose [and went forth the tent] to do an occasion of mine, and none knew of
my case save this woman. The dogs misdoubted of me and followed me and gave not over besetting me, till I fell on my back into a deep pit,
wherein was water, and one of the dogs fell in with me. The woman, who was then a girl in the first bloom of youth, full of strength and spirit, was
moved to pity on me, for that wherein I was fallen, and coming to me with a rope, said to me, "Lay hold of this rope." So I laid hold of the rope and
clung to it and she pulled me up; but, when I was halfway up, I pulled her [down] and she fell with me into the pit; and there we abode three days,
she and I and the dog..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that
deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".? ? ? ? ? And who can tell if ever house shall us together
bring In union of life serene and undisturbed content?.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him
meat-pottage (177) and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and
they locked the door on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a
single mouthful and went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it
eight-and-thirty gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I
enquired of the reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest]
crucified the Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said,
'God requite thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with
these men, wherefore praise be to God!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.Here Queen Es Shuhba bade them farewell and
taking her troops, returned to her palace, whilst the kings also went away to their abodes and the Sheikh Aboultawaif addressed himself to divert
Tuhfeh till nightfall, when he mounted her on the back of one of the Afrits and bade other thirty gather together all that she had gotten of treasure
and raiment and jewels and dresses of honour. [Then they flew off,] whilst Iblis went with her, and in less than the twinkling of an eye he set her
down in her sleeping-chamber. Then he and those who were with him took leave of her and went away. When Tuhfeh found herself in her own
chamber and on her couch, her reason fled for joy and it seemed to her as if she had never stirred thence. Then she took the lute and tuned it and
touched it on wondrous wise and improvised verses and sang..When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his
daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the
rich man and his wasteful heir.".? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold
most dear..When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him that the
[other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king went in
fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment and
execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see fit to
defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall do
what he will.".When I entered the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode
through the city, all the folk would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back
against a wall, considering in myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold,
it had in it a hundred dirhems, (89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90)
Another day, [as I sat on like wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its
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affair, made as if I slept, albeit sleep was not with me..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse.
So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from
here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house,
whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered
she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was
between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her
father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".? ?
? ? ? b. The Merchant's Wife and the Parrot dlxxix.As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its
rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of
me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In
heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which
she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah."
(182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee
yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love,"
answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and
wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er
Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful,"
answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed,
Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst
she wept and recited the following verses:.68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso
of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died
also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we
ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little
victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I
was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How
long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most
High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,
and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were
decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst
the vizier stood before him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier,
'How shall we avail to abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled
out one of the soldiers (255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in
the hamlets and villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did
this and it was neither burden nor grievance to them..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes;
she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About
her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the
moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom
she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the
earth before her..So he carried her to a place wherein was running water and setting her down on the ground, left her and went away, marvelling at
her. After he left her, he found his camels, by her blessing, and when he returned, King Kisra asked him, 'Hast thou found the camels?' ['Yes,'
answered he] and acquainted him with the affair of the damsel and set out to him her beauty and grace; whereupon the king's heart clave to her and
he mounted with a few men and betook himself to that place, where he found the damsel and was amazed at her, for that he saw her overpassing the
description wherewith the camel-driver had described her to him. So he accosted her and said to her, 'I am King Kisra, greatest of the kings. Wilt
thou not have me to husband?' Quoth she, 'What wilt thou do with me, O king, and I a woman abandoned in the desert?' And he answered, saying,
'Needs must this be, and if thou wilt not consent to me, I will take up my sojourn here and devote myself to God's service and thine and worship
Him with thee.'.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part
Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork,
worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two
caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and
semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her
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mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and
attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..There was once a man of fortune, who lost his
wealth, and chagrin and melancholy got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a
score of dinars and he used to beg alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him.
Now there was in that town a vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying
upon him and gave not over watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin,
where he sat down, [as if] to make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went
away and the sharper came and taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..The First Day..67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant
dcliii.142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a
populous and goodly city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his
sister Selma, 'Abide thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy
and whither we may remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do
this, trusting in the bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.Quintessence of Things, The King who knew the, i.
230..? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.When the news reached
El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets
sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she
repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals.
Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island.
When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen,
said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the
standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in
quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of
our foes!.Speedy Relief of God, Of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Yet with perfidiousness (sure Fortune's self as thou Ne'er so perfidious was) my love thou
didst requite.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..Then there
reigned after them an understanding king, who was just, keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the
doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories,
[written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book
pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and
discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and
climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night."
This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book, and God is All-Knowing. (196).He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and
children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore
days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other
living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its
fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon
tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the
day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..?
? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..God judge betwixt me and her
lord! Away, i. 48..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz
and the Poets ccccxxxii.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it
a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he
discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him
nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me]
with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that
devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and
payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's
collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.Jaafer ben Yehya and
Abdulmelik ben Salih the Abbaside, i. 183..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress
and the Devil dcxcr.THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick
maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the
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play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and
procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?"
And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will
match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they
fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten
him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me,
after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed
with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose
forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the
time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her
mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.? ? ? ? ?
A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..Jest of a Thief,
A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God
incontinent." (119).When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me [in that language], questioned me of my case.
Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw
water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this boat appeared to us on the surface of the water,
issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein, moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake.
Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder
mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question
me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they
were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story, and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou
mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and saluted him..? ? ? ? ? y. The Debauchee and the
Three-year-old Child dcv.So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the
king and recounting to him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir
Saad." [So, when the latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to
him, saying, "God prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked
the king, "whence cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect,
accomplished in discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters
and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.When Merjaneh had made an end of her song, the prince said to her, "Well done, O damsel! Indeed, thou
sayest a thing that had occurred to my mind and my tongue was like to speak it." Then he signed to the fourth damsel, who was a Cairene, by name
Sitt el Husn, and bade her tune her lute and sing to him upon the [same] subject. So she tuned her lute and sang the following verses:.Now the
merchant their father lay asleep in the ship, and the crying of the boys troubled him; so he rose to call out to them [and silence them] and let the
purse [with the thousand dinars therein] fall among the bales of merchandise. He sought for it and finding it not, buffeted his head and seized upon
the boys, saying, 'None took the purse but you. Ye were playing about the bales, so ye might steal somewhat, and there was none here but you.'
Then he took a staff and laying hold of the children, fell to beating them and flogging them, whilst they wept, and the sailors came round about
them and said, 'The boys of this island are all thieves and robbers.' Then, of the greatness of the merchant's wrath, he swore that, if they brought not
out the purse, he would drown them in the sea; so when [by reason of their denial] his oath became binding upon him, he took the two boys and
lashing them [each] to a bundle of reeds, cast them into the sea..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to
hide, iii. 89..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath
conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter
of the Jinn dcclxxviii.106. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dccclxii.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.When the boy
saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode
perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So
he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die
lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running
with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So
he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die
in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.Pease on thee! Would our gaze
might light on thee once more! ii. 89..Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she
came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard
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her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them
and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the
crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and
there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head
and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.'
Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of
them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on
Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? I saw
thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to those in error's way..Then they drank till they were drunken,
and when they had taken leave [of their wits], the host turned to me and said, "Thou dealtest not friendly with him who sought an alms of thee and
thou saidst to him, 'How loathly thou art!'" I considered him and behold, he was the lophand who had accosted me in my pleasaunce. So I said, "O
my lord, what is this thou sayest?" And he answered, saying, "Wait; thou shall remember it." So saying, he shook his head and stroked his beard,
whilst I sat down for fear. Then he put out his hand to my veil and shoes and laying them by his side, said to me, "Sing, O accursed one!" So I sang
till I was weary, whilst they occupied themselves with their case and intoxicated themselves and their heat redoubled. (136) Presently, the
doorkeeper came to me and said, "Fear not, O my lady; but, when thou hast a mind to go, let me know." Quoth I, "Thinkest thou to delude me?"
And he said, "Nay, by Allah! But I have compassion on thee for that our captain and our chief purposeth thee no good and methinketh he will slay
thee this night." Quoth I to him, "An thou be minded to do good, now is the time." And he answered, saying, "When our chief riseth to do his
occasion and goeth to the draught-house, I will enter before him with the light and leave the door open; and do thou go whithersoever thou
wilt.".Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at
the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,' answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped
himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went
round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in
himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came
the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going
away, passed the night in his lodging..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is
my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in
thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads
(105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee,
O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit,
a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou
turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy
household hath transgressed against her!".? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our
sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of us attain..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the
most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between
them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single
hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they
abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the
perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their
story, and so peace [be on you!].On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the
Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi
Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans
and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the
Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to
Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and
they sought him there and found him not..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart
and thought with you remain..? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving repaid!.Now he had a friend,
who pretended to quickwittedness and understanding; so he came up to him privily and said to him, 'Let me do, so I may put the change on this
trickster, for I know him to be a liar and thou art near upon having to pay the money; but I will turn suspicion from thee and say to him, "The
deposit is with me and thou erredst in imagining that it was with other than myself," and so divert him from thee.' 'Do so,' replied the merchant, 'and
rid the folk of their [false] debts.'.Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and
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bring before him all strangers whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had
painted the portrait. When they came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should
discover himself and have whatsoever he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the
age, I am he who painted yonder portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of
Mariyeh, daughter of the king of Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O
father mine, give me leave to go to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered,
saying, "O my son, I builded thee a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the
commandment of God is a foreordained (61) decree." (62).94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes
dclxxxiii.When the king heard the vizier's speech, he deemed it goodly and it pleased him; so he bade him go away to his house, and there he abode
his day long..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his
sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these
twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted
to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for
the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished
upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of
[his reunion with] his wife and children.
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