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THE MERMAID AND THE HARPY
19. The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader

of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will

say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by

genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.'

And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be

given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered

from each other.".? ? ? ? ? Upon the table of her cheek beauty hath writ, "Alack, Her charms! 'Twere well thou refuge sought'st with God

incontinent." (119).? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..When

the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother,

questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked

men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him

all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not

how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar

and the Sixteen, ii. 117..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the Uselessness of, i. 70..The Second Night of the Month.When the evening

evened, the king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know,

O august king, that.So she hastened to admit the eunuch, who entered; and when he saw the Commander of the Faithful, he saluted not neither

kissed the earth, but said, 'Quick, quick! Arise in haste! My lady Tuhfeh sitteth in her chamber, singing a goodly ditty. Come to her in haste and see

all that I say to thee! Hasten! She sitteth [in her chamber].' The Khalif was amazed at his speech and said to him, 'What sayst thou?' 'Didst thou not

hear the first of the speech?' replied the eunuch. 'Tuhfeh sitteth in the sleeping-chamber, singing and playing the lute. Come thy quickliest! Hasten!'

So Er Reshid arose and donned his clothes; but he credited not the eunuch's words and said to him, 'Out on thee! What is this thou sayst? Hast thou

not seen this in a dream?' 'By Allah,' answered the eunuch, 'I know not what thou sayest, and I was not asleep.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'If thy speech be

true, it shall be for thy good luck, for I will enfranchise thee and give thee a thousand dinars; but, if it be untrue and thou have seen this in sleep, I

will crucify thee.' And the eunuch said in himself, 'O Protector, (250) let me not have seen this in Sleep!' Then he left the Khalif and going to the

chamber-door, heard the sound of singing and lute-playing; whereupon he returned to Er Reshid and said to him, 'Go and hearken and see who is

asleep.'.? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.48.

Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your

lives I conjure you, arise And come let us fare to our loved ones away..?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..Woman of the Barmecides, Haroun

er Reshid and the, i. 57..102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.41. Jaafer ben Yehya (229) and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name

dlxvi.Thirteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 181..Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came

before the king, he saluted him and greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace

and perfection. The king seated him at the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of

Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she

looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a

glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her

from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set

apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of

kings' daughters..? ? ? ? ? The railers for your loss pretend that I should patient be: 'Away!' I answer them: ' 'tis I, not you, that feel the pain.'.Then

he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much

money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It

will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O

man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.'

'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl

groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?'

And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said,

'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst

thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of

mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked

he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all
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my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,'

answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter

and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will; we most submit..Now she was

righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would

tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into

suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that,

shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her

husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit

adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without

the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and

abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the

Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to

the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom

and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he

sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see

my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a

thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail, intending for his own country..? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of

Bread dlxxx.? ? ? ? ? c. The King who knew the Quintessence of Things dcccxci.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii. 224..When this

came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking

the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to

her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she

was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..When she had made an end of her song, she

wept till she made the bystanders weep and the Lady Zubeideh condoled with her and said to her, "God on thee, O Sitt el Milah, sing us somewhat,

so we may hearken to thee." "Hearkening and obedience," answered the damsel and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened

rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.When she had made

an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her,

"Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while

Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of

their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh,

without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of

rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El

Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew

drunken with the scent, iii. 125..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.Then he turned to the woman and said to

her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up

to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had

practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis

and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a

grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no

knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of

my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over

with tears at her story..Then she walked in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor

heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered] and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken,

and the cisterns thereof were full of rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none

other than a mighty king.' Then she put off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that

which was due from her of prayer from the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the

wonders thereof, with that which was therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of

the surpassing goodliness of its ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come

of him after her. Her tears ran down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek,

whereupon she awoke in affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath

set.'.When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn, who made him an
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obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir

ben Umeir dlxxxvii.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a

masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me

to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him,

behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him

and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he

recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste,

so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own

house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..Woman (The Old) and the Draper's Wife, ii. 55..Then he arose and going in to

his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy

commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the

King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the

occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions

accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben

Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord,

indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them."

"And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the

sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself

and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on

thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Then she arose and going in to the king,

found him with his head between his knees, and he lamenting. So she sat down by him awhile and bespoke him with soft words and said to him,

'Indeed, O my son, thou consumest mine entrails, for that these [many] days thou hast not mounted to horse, and thou lamentest and I know not

what aileth thee.' 'O my mother,' answered he, '[this my chagrin] is due to yonder accursed woman, of whom I still deemed well and who hath done

thus and thus.' Then he related to her the whole story from first to last, and she said to him, 'This thy concern is on account of a worthless woman.'

Quoth he, 'I was but considering by what death I should slay them, so the folk may [be admonished by their fate and] repent.' And she said, 'O my

son, beware of haste, for it engendereth repentance and the slaying of them will not escape [thee]. When thou art assured of this affair, do what thou

wilt.' 'O my mother,' rejoined he; 'there needeth no assurance concerning him for whom she despatched her eunuch and he fetched him.'.? ? ? ? ? I

supplicate Him, who parted us and doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story xxvii.Prisoner and how God

gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches

and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the

Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of

lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the

Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried and made them expiations and nativities.

(45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his

case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they

abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and

extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of their story..Now Ilan Shah had three viziers, in

whose hands the affairs [of the kingdom] were [aforetime] and they had been used to leave not the king night nor day; but they became shut out

from him by reason of Abou Temam and the king was occupied with him to their exclusion. So they took counsel together upon the matter and

said, 'What counsel ye we should do, seeing that the king is occupied from us with yonder man, and indeed he honoureth him more than us? But

now come, let us cast about for a device, whereby we may remove him from the king.' So each of them spoke forth that which was in his mind, and

one of them said, 'The king of the Turks hath a daughter, whose like there is not in the world, and whatsoever messenger goeth to demand her in

marriage, her father slayeth him. Now our king hath no knowledge of this; so, come, let us foregather with him and bring up the talk of her. When

his heart is taken with her, we will counsel him to despatch Abou Temam to seek her hand in marriage; whereupon her father will slay him and we

shall be quit of him, for we have had enough of his affair.".Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and

Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then

they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to

the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an

arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out

at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved

the-mermaid-and-the-harpy.pdf

Page 3/8



The Mermaid And The Harpy

Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head

and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven

of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death

overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed

upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and

dazed with delight at your view;.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the

treaders of the clay..Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104..When thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the

closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand

at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water, for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart

stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and

call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it

[thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me,

"Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my

lodging..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The

queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had

remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she

had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold,

set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and

one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she

cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain

have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with

certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's

brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said

to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who

inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to

him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so

thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig

him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.? ? ? ? ? Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green And a garment of honour of

ultramarine..Then I sang and the captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt

never more scent the odour of the world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide

here a whole year, not going forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom

pertaineth clemency." He shook his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what

they were about of merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door

open and fled forth, unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook

cooking, to whom said I, "Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down."

Accordingly, we lay down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..? ? ? ? ? The pains of

long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she

seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap

and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the

singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned

her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went

away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him),

deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this

wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and

at nightfall he went to the bath..King's Son of Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..The Fifth Day.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the

Thieves dccccxx.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclii.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.(continued)..My secret

is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating

and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage,

the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and

disasters. Then said he,.4. The Three Apples lxviii.When King Shehriyar heard this story, he came to himself and awaking from his drunkenness,
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(164) said, "By Allah, this story is my story and this case is my case, for that indeed I was in wrath (165) and [danger of] punishment till thou

turnedst me back from this into the right way, extolled be the perfection of the Causer of causes and the Liberator of necks! Indeed, O Shehrzad,"

continued he, "thou hast awakened me unto many things and hast aroused me from mine ignorance.".83. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind

dclxviii.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in

thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise..? ? ? ? ? Though they their journey's goal, alas I have hidden, in their track Still will I

follow on until the very planets wane..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115)

our trusty fere.?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..?OF DESTINY OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE

FOREHEAD..When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O damsel!"

Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was surpassing of voice

and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she was used to play

upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison till the

morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape [us].".? ? ? ? ?

a. The Physician Douban xi.The first who sought her in marriage was King Nebhan of Mosul, who came to her with a great company, bringing

with him an hundred she-camels laden with musk and aloes-wood and ambergris and as many laden with camphor and jewels and other hundred

laden with silver money and yet other hundred laden with raiment of silken and other stuffs and brocade, besides an hundred slave-girls and an

hundred magnificent horses of swift and generous breeds, completely housed and accoutred, as they were brides; and all this he laid before her

father, demanding her of him in marriage. Now King Ins ben Cais had bound himself by an oath that he would not marry his daughter but to him

whom she should choose; so, when King Nebhan sought her in marriage, her father went in to her and consulted her concerning his affair. She

consented not and he repeated to Nebhan that which she said, whereupon he departed from him. After this came King Behram, lord of the White

Island, with riches more than the first; but she accepted not of him and he returned, disappointed; nor did the kings give over coming to her father,

on her account, one after other, from the farthest of the lands and the climes, each glorying in more (54) than those who forewent him; but she paid

no heed unto any of one them..Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of King, i. 150..When the messenger came to King Azadbekht and he read the

letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and drinking, hour after hour. But

the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that his soul liketh not that which

thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou deluded by the sweetness of

his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter and presently, [dismissing it

from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.When the morning morrowed

and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder

robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the

woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee

trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent

shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath

appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover

to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.? ? ? ? ? O morn, our loves

that sunder'st, a sweet and easeful life Thou dost for me prohibit, with thy regard austere..? ? ? ? ? Whenas in body ye from us are far removed,

would God I knew who shall to us himself with news of you present!.Presently, up came a woman with a phial of urine, and when the [mock]

physician saw the phial afar off, he said to her, 'This is the urine of a man, a stranger.' 'Yes,' answered she; and he continued, 'Is he not a Jew and is

not his ailment indigestion?' 'Yes,' replied the woman, and the folk marvelled at this; wherefore the man was magnified in Galen's eyes, for that he

heard speech such as was not of the usage of physicians, seeing that they know not urine but by shaking it and looking into it anear neither know

they a man's water from a woman's water, nor a stranger's [from a countryman's], nor a Jew's from a Sherifs. (22) Then said the woman, 'What is

the remedy?' Quoth the weaver, 'Pay down the fee.' So she paid him a dirhem and he gave her medicines contrary to that ailment and such as would

aggravate the patient's malady..The Sixth Day.Trust in God, Of, 114..35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour

ccxcvii.He abode weeping for the loss of his wife and children till the morning, when he went forth wandering at a venture, knowing not what he

should do, and gave not over faring along the sea-shore days and nights, unknowing whither he went and taking no food therein other than the

herbs of the earth and seeing neither man nor beast nor other living thing, till his travel brought him to the top of a mountain. He took up his

sojourn in the mountain and abode there [awhile] alone, eating of its fruits and drinking of its waters. Then he came down thence and fared on

along the high road three days, at the end of which time he came upon tilled fields and villages and gave not over going till he sighted a great city

on the shore of the sea and came to the gate thereof at the last of the day. The gatekeepers suffered him not to enter; so he abode his night

anhungred, and when he arose in the morning, be sat down hard by the gate..? ? ? ? ? But for the spying of the eyes [ill-omened,] we had seen Wild

cattle's eyes and antelopes' tresses of sable sheen..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined
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with the lustre thereof, she looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand

possesseth! Would I knew what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn*

and paper and pen of brass, wrote the following verses:.Forehead, Of that which is written on the, i. 136..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man who never Laughed

again dccccxci.104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.Whilst the Sheikh was thus occupied with taking leave of the kings, Meimoun sought

his opportunity, whenas he saw the place empty, and taking up Tuhfeh on his shoulders, soared up with her to the confines of the sky and flew

away with her. Presently, Iblis came to look for Tuhfeh and see what she purposed, but found her not and saw the slave-girls buffeting their faces;

so he said to them, 'Out on ye! What is to do?' 'O our lord,' answered they, 'Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown away with her.' When

Iblis heard this, he gave a cry, to which the earth trembled, and said, 'What is to be done? Out on ye! Shall he carry off Tuhfeh from my very palace

and outrage mine honour? Doubtless, this Meimoun hath lost his wits.' Then he cried out a second time, that the earth quaked therefor, and rose up

into the air..So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my

wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge

of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou

unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the

track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair with her is that which befell between the old

woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how

God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress.

They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was

even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder, hast thou aught of food?"

And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I will have nought but roast

lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my

lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!"

(31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper." So he brought her what she sought and she

wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and enquire for such an one the money-changer

and give him this my letter.".? ? ? ? ? And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did

circulate,.? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ?

My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii.

186.
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