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THE ENDLESS BEACH
When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the
blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a
tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there
came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.A sun of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..Hardly had we settled
ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath
any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when
they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were
uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto
God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of
the Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of
care;.? ? ? ? ? The season of my presence is never at an end 'Mongst all their time in gladness and solacement who spend,.? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the
palace, knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor, The, iii. 224.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to
harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent
with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his
desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.At this I
trembled and replied, 'By the Most Great God, O my lord, I have taken a loathing to travel, and whenas any maketh mention to me of travel by sea
or otherwise, I am like to swoon for affright, by reason of that which hath befallen me and what I have suffered of hardships and perils. Indeed, I
have no jot of inclination left for this, and I have sworn never again to leave Baghdad.' And I related to him all that had befallen me, first and last;
whereat he marvelled exceedingly and said, 'By the Most Great God, O Sindbad, never was heard from time immemorial of one whom there
betided that which hath betided thee and well may it behove thee never again to mention travel! But for my sake go thou this once and carry my
letter to the King of Serendib and return in haste, if it be the will of God the Most High, so we may not remain indebted to the king for favour and
courtesy.' And I answered him with 'Hearkening and obedience,' for that I dared not gainsay his commandment.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to
bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How
long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.The Nineteenth Night of the Month..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to
stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a
caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in
that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the
thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At
last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the
boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion,
questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the
thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with
him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter
is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from
the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for
nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit,
following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing
it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast
myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them]
towards the land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him
to their master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son,
whom he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him
his heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his
room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..As for Mesrour, he gave not over running till
he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and chancing to look
round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him, dismissed the Divan
and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,] saying, 'God greaten thy
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recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It
is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.' And they gainsaid one
another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead. Wherefore it were best
that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched herself out and
Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236)
city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than
tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to
take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king
sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou
overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy
circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth
(241) it and peopleth it not.'.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..The Fifth Night of the Month.Term,
Of the Appointed, i. 147..Girl, The Journeyman and the, ii. 17..? ? ? ? ? f. King Bekhtzeman cccclxi.Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..When Jaafer
saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik
also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon
you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and
jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have
no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he
rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three
occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151)
which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I
would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God
accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son
viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of
such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his
friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I
do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without
accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou
badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to
thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device;
and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said,
"What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;"
whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened
not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony,"
O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let
me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done
of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..There was once, of old days, a king of the
kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of Seistan and from the
frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of judgment and exceeding
wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in his hand the halter of a
mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band set with gold and
jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his companions and
making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The eunuch answered,
(for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein is his daughter,
whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".? ? ? ? ? k. The Prisoner and how God gave him Relief . cccclxxxv.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the
season of love-delight with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? Thy
haters say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself
up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long
before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the
bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a
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number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in
difficult and dangerous case..160. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dcccxcvi.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the
savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful
calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40)
till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Quoth
the king, "Belike, if I hear this story, I shall gain wisdom from it; so I will not hasten in the slaying of this vizier, nor will I put him to death before
the thirty days have expired." Then he gave him leave to withdraw, and he went away to his own house..Then he turned back, pondering upon that
sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered
him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!'
Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth
sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a
land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and
kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from
the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..So she gave him
all that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that
night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel
said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win
to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion
them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and
repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and
bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.
Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,
or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on
my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to
hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love me ye disdain?"].96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.I was once an officer in the
household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I
was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced
one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day
she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give
no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I
saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him
henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on the Jew..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i.
150.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.When
they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of
him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that which should
betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time they were
sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on
his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and
viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons,
one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High
and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..Sons, The Merchant and his, i.
81..Journeyman and the Girl, The, ii. 17..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time
she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little
eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the
Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et
Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst
contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I
know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he,
"Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..The old man laughed at her speech and
her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is
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that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called
wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of
whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to
him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for
singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a
lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might
hear the singing..As he was about to go away, the cook said to him, 'O youth, doubtless thou art a stranger?' And he answered, 'Yes.' Quoth the
cook, 'It is reported in one of the Traditions [of the Prophet that he said,] "Loyal admonition is [a part] of religion;" and the understanding say,
"Admonition is of the characteristics of the true believers." And indeed that which I have seen of thy fashions pleaseth me and I would fain give
thee a warning.' 'Speak out thy warning,' rejoined Selim, 'and may God strengthen thine affair!' Then said the cook, 'Know, O my son, that in this
our country, whenas a stranger entereth therein and eateth of flesh-meat and drinketh not old wine thereon, this is harmful unto him and
engendereth in him dangerous disorders. Wherefore, if thou have provided thee somewhat thereof, (71) [it is well;] but, if not, look thou procure it,
ere thou take the meat and carry it away.' 'May God requite thee with good!' rejoined Selim. 'Canst thou direct me where it is sold?' And the cook
said, 'With me is all that thou seekest thereof.' 'Is there a way for me to see it?' asked the young man; and the cook sprang up and said, 'Pass on.' So
he entered and the cook showed him somewhat of wine; but he said, 'I desire better than this.' Whereupon he opened a door and entering, said to
Selim, 'Enter and follow me.'."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber, saying to her, "The Lady
Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O Commander of the Faithful, in this
judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed the earth and recited the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Ox and the Ass.Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior
without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..Prisoner and how God gave him Relief, Story of the, i. 174..? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou
wilt vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii.
41..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen upon their
crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on whom be
peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid
themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of
Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.'
(245).God, Of Trust in, i. 114..So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I
took from Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;]
for I have wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth
galore and I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not
forth of the [Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover,
they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they
rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon
the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended
his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king,"
continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than
God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".38. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief
to save his Mistress's Honour dlvii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek
help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to
Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and
that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the
truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to
thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then
to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair
patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed and benign;.One day, as the prefect sat [in his house], the
watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone,
taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going
till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door,
whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon
with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome
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and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of
God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii.
190..Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar, ii. 195..Then he kept them under guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their
case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second
of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons
deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their heads!".Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and
exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups
went round among them; and her seller said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject."
Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away
With her he flees me and I follow aye..101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.When the night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the
vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.Now she had brought to the pavilion aforetime a little brass coffer
and laid it in a place whereof I knew not; so, when the inspector of inheritances (190) came, he searched the pavilion and found the coffer, with the
key in the lock. So he opened it and finding it full of jewels and jacinths and earrings and seal-rings and precious stones, such as are not found save
with kings and sultans, took it, and me with it, and ceased not to put me to the question with beating and torment till I confessed to them the whole
affair from beginning to end, whereupon they carried me to the Khalif and I told him all that had passed between me and her; and he said to me, "O
man, depart from this city, for I acquit thee for thy valiance sake and because of thy [constancy in] keeping thy secret and thy daring in exposing
thyself to death." So I arose forthright and departed his city; and this is what befell me.'".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ha. The Thief's Story dccccxxxviii.So
Selim came forward and kissing the earth before the [supposed] king, praised him and related to him his story from beginning to end, till the time
of their coming to that city, he and his sister, telling him how he had entered the place and fallen into the hands of the cook and that which had
betided him [with him] and what he had suffered from him of beating and bonds and shackles and pinioning. Moreover, he told him how the cook
had made him his brother's slave and how the latter had sold him in Hind and he had married the princess and become king and how life was not
pleasant to him till he should foregather with his sister and how the cook had fallen in with him a second time and acquainted her with that which
had betided him of sickness and disease for the space of a full-told year..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the
page.Presently, the vizier heard of the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels
and of that which he had abidden therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if
thou answer me, it will be well [for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?'
The merchant was perplexed and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier
granted him the delay he sought and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh,
go to the vizier and say to him, "Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's
weight], mark the place to which the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid;
whereupon do thou take out the stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.? ? ? ? ? Far though you dwell, I'll ne'er
your neighbourhood forget, O friends, whose lovers still for you are stupefied..As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power
waxed amain and there remained for him but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his
knees and supplicate God the Most High that he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the
king mounted him on horseback and the people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings
(130) and [heal] the heart of his grandfather..? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment dccccix.King's Son of
Cashghar, Abdullah ben Nafi and the, ii. 195..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread
and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the
smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at
this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing
upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a
stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was
amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the
picture.".There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with
whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his
house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of
instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what
not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he
had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble
them; but found none of them in his house..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with
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their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..The vizier obeyed the king's commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own
house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon
quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.' And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my
little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may
look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of the king.'.?STORY OF THE SINGER AND THE
DRUGGIST..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from it
straight..? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give ear unto my words and verses thereanent..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.? ? ? ? ? If to my favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what
medicament?.? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my
bed..The Twenty-First Night of the Month..When the king heard his vizier's story, he was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have
patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..Mariyeh folded
the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the
chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the
midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the
damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came
forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.51.
The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving cccxlviii.Picture, The Prince who fell in love with the, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without
fail, to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away
grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee
rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the
Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not
otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her
saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth.
Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it
from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were
confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high,
but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most
High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel
for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain.
(65).? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear.."He shall not come in
to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "Heman ben Ghalib el Ferezdec," (55) answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith, glorying in
adultery ..." [And he repeated the following verses:].So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk, said
to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat pleading
with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how can thy
soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered the
husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair
with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know,
O king, that.151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.She abode with Ins ben Cais
twelve years, during which time he was blessed with no children by her; wherefore his breast was straitened, by reason of the failure of lineage, and
he besought his Lord to vouchsafe him a child. Accordingly the queen conceived, by permission of God the Most High; and when the days of her
pregnancy were accomplished, she gave birth to a maid-child, than whom never saw eyes a goodlier, for that her face was as it were a pure pearl or
a shining lamp or a golden (50) candle or a full moon breaking forth of a cloud, extolled be the perfection of Him who created her from vile water
(51) and made her a delight to the beholders! When her father saw her on this wise of loveliness, his reason fled for joy, and when she grew up, he
taught her the art of writing and polite letters (52) and philosophy and all manner of tongues. So she excelled the folk of her time and overpassed
her peers; (53) and the sons of the kings heard of her and all of them desired to look upon her..When the company heard this story, they marvelled
thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder
and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.31. The Scavenger
and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.36. The
Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix.? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers
with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the morning glimmered white, "This, this is life
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indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his
house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a
slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she
cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries,
who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I
complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the
girl abode with her master, on deposit..She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not
lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking
himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it
on the heads of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency,
after which he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings
and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..King (The Unjust) and
the Tither, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to you 'tis pleasing to
torment..On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need, and espied a physician who
had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking and muttering [charms],
whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the physician's fortune (16)
and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and misery would be enlarged
unto him.'.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of]
thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for
the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted
and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile
deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in
slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of
affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and
despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Then the old queen and her daughter and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared
on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was
near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook
met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the
old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of duresse..14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.Then he looked at
her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter
and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder
slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So
be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen
hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the
slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house,
full of love for the young Damascene..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God grant the death-sleep bring me within
her tomb to lie!.Then he brought out the casket of jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their
worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his
complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him
and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper,
"Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain
that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may
resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so
the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town
and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and
dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this
talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to thee.".The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined
his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to
him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to
his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get
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possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided
him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose
husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little,
the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my master came to me and said,
'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought
great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire
and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we
traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that
which was with me and sold it at a good profit..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain,
when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's
message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else
will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble together against me and I be overcome of them, I
will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that she is presently my soul (243) from between my
ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits,
that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog
of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and
soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.18. The Thief
and his Monkey clii.112. Aboulhusn and his Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.When the king heard this story, he said, "How like is this to our own
case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home [till the king should summon
him to his presence.].Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk.
So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a
pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and
majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the
old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..Shehrzad and
Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..As for Abou Sabir, when he returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he
wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair
yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of
labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him,
'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day
they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke
his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the
man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him
on the throne of the kingdom.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police dcv.? ? ? ? ? My maker reserved me for generous men And the
niggard and sland'rer to use me forebade..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was confounded before him and abashed and
marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the
king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost honour and showed him special favour
and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction with leasing and committed unto himself
to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the governance of the realm till there came to
them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down to us of King Shah Bekht and his
vizier..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? I am become, for severance from my loved one, Like a left hand, forsaken of the
right..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half
a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels
[and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them
on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present
dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of
things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh
to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the
bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..The king
took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he
should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that
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there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to
fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was
crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water
with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up
and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and
saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in
quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..Ass, the
Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O
our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us."
Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the
young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and
putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst
he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and
to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his
hand.
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