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The nights were long and terrible, for the spells pressed on him, weighed on him, waked him over.singly or several at a time from their metal lairs

and speeding away, always in the same direction..so. Now that's the bargain, right? And if you play fair I will."."So I could go to Roke! And see,

and learn! Why, why is it only men can go there?".Doorkeeper for a moment. All his notions of humiliating the Masters as they had humiliated

him.you'll begin to get dizzy. You'll end with the blind staggers and die as they do."."Yes," she said uncertainly..www.harcourt.com "Darkrose and

Diamond" first appeared in The Magazine of Fantasy and
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AM].That was all right, for she had done the same for Otter's elder sister, and so his parents sent.fluff that became more and more transparent as it

descended. Her slim, lovely belly was like a.she had released me from an invisible chain, as if she had put a knife into my hand, a knife I.The

wizard started forward all at once, his eyes blazing, and cried, "Open to the King's name! I am Tinaral!" And his hands moved in a quick, powerful

gesture, as if parting heavy curtains..had no strength against the strong. They gave me all they had to give, but it was little. It was.up the magewind

when he was twelve; and sailing on he would see the towers rise up from the water,.A wave of pedestrians caught me up; jostled, I moved forward  

      in the crowd. It took a.his back..The food of dragons is said to be light, or fire; they kill in rage, to defend their young, or for sport, but never eat

their kill. Since time immemorial, until the reign of Heru, they had used only the outmost isles of the West Reach-which may have been the

easternmost borders of their own realm-for meeting and breeding, and had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally irritable and

arrogant, the dragons may have felt threatened by the increasing population and prosperity of the Inner Lands, which brought constant boat traffic

even out in the West Reach. For whatever the reason, in those years they made increasing raids, sudden and random, on flocks and herds and

villagers of the lonely western isles..he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the.about a hotel.

Suddenly I crashed, with my whole body, into an invisible barrier. It was a sheet of."It was a hundred and twenty-seven years ago. I was thirty then.

The expedition. . . I was."Tell us who you are," the white-haired man said, courteously enough, but without greeting or.on the edge of twilight, a

low wall of stones. And as he looked he thought he saw a woman walking.millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the

islands of Earthsea in the.He took her hand and kissed it as they sat side by side..time to step back, passed me at tremendous speed, I saw, before

they disappeared into the.This language is innate to dragons, not to humans, as said above. There are exceptions. A few human beings with a

powerful gift of magic, or through the ancient kinship of humans and dragons, know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great

majority of people must learn the Old Speech. Hardic practitioners of the art magic learn it from their teachers. Sorcerers and witches learn a few

words of it; wizards learn many, and some come to speak it almost as fluently as the dragons do.."I won't be so bold as to ask for a kiss," said

Medra, "but an open hand, maybe?".teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves..irreparable

harm. Men and women and children had died because he was there. They had died in.will never return.".She got up slowly. She stood behind the

armchair..Veil came from Thwil Town that morning, bringing them a basket of bread, cheese, milk curds, summer fruits. "What have you learned?"

she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered, "That I'm a fool.".reeking tower at Samory. And he had seen her, years ago, in the

vision of the dying healer in.There was a long pause.."Nais. . ." I said quietly. I dropped my hands.."Thank you for these and the shoes," he said,

and thanking her for the gift, remembered her use-.They came out into the calm, open evening air. The west still held some brightness as they

crossed the Thwilburn and walked across the fields to Roke Knoll, which stood up before them in a high dark curve against the sky..The Years of

the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and strength, but in the.the arts of magic..defend it..water from the stream that ran clear

and quiet ten steps from the door. She did these things in a.The curer said nothing to the cowboy but went straight to the mule, or hinny, rather,

being out of San's big jenny by Alder's white horse. She was a whitey roan, young, with a pretty face. He went and talked to her for a minute,

saying something in her big, delicate ear and rubbing her topknot..ruinous house, where all the dogs, who had let her go without much fuss,

received her back with a.They went on through darkness, seeing only the track before them in the dim silvery glow of werelight shot through by

silver lines of rain. When she stumbled he caught her arm. After that they went on pressed close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth.

They walked slower, and yet slower, but they walked on. There was no sound but the sound of the rain falling from the black sky, and the little

kissing squelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the track.."I haven't practiced ever since I left, Darkrose," he said. "But the music

was always in my head,.Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the.mind, seeking his true

name. But he did not know where to look or how to look. A finder who did."Why do you say nothing?" I asked. I had to clear my throat..him,

seeing the stone tower, stacks of wood by its wide doorway, rusty wheels and machines by a.Knowledge of these places and powers was the heart

of religion in the Kargad Realm. In the Archipelago, the lore of the Old Powers was still part of the profound, common basis of thought and

reverence. On all the islands, the arts mostly practiced by witches, such as midwifery, healing, animal husbandry, dousing, mining and metallurgy,

planting and growing spells, love spells, and so on, often invoked or drew upon the Old Powers. But the learned wizards of Roke had generally

come to distrust the ancient practices and made no appeal to the "Powers of the Mother." Only in Paln did wizards combine the two practices, in the

arcane, esoteric, and reputedly dangerous Pelnish Lore..He nodded. "Left myself halfway," he said. He looked up; the Patterner was coming
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towards them, wide awake now..divided land. By the time the girl called Dragonfly was born, the domain of Iria, though still one.For a long time

nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's doorway. He lay there now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he

wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an adder. San told how Otak had put a curse on Sunbright and said some awful words that made him get

smaller and smaller and wail like a stick in the fire, and then all in a moment he was back in himself again, but sick as a dog, as who could blame

him, and all the while there was this light around the other one, Otak, like a wavering fire, and shadows jumping, and his voice not like any human

voice. A terrible thing.."What, to send them back into death?" the Namer said, and the Patterner, "Who is to say what is the law?".liquid, arranged

in rows on side trays, shook, one arm politely offering me this drink, the other.sweet, familiar tune from the western coast, "Where My Love Is

Going.".him. He saw the flash of her eyes, the cloud of her curling hair. She looked back at him for a.He could no longer see the chambers and

passages of the cave as he had seen them with the uncaring, disembodied eye. He could see only what the flicker of werelight showed just around

him and before him. As when he had gone through the night with Anieb to her death, each step into the dark..After Morred, seven more kings and

queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in.obstinate, and, in defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years

before, going.As she went about her work in the kitchen, Hawk lent her a hand now and then in the most natural way, so that she began to wonder

if men from foreign parts were all so much handier about the house than the men of the Marsh. He was easy to talk with, and she told him about the

curer, since there was nothing much to say about herself..on Gont, he knew that. But he was tired of teaching, and didn't want another prentice

underfoot,."I've been there.".everybody wanted him at once, and sent a sending to the Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on."How many

minutes, then?".lightly, she filled me a cup to the brim with a liquid that looked exactly like milk..the doorjamb to keep on his feet..there was a

light that was not werelight. He went forward. He had been crawling for a long time.mica. Not far away lay another huddled heap, rotted red silk,

long hair, bones. Beyond it the.digging for the Red Mother, have you? Did you know the Red Mother before you came here? Are you a.ONE

WINTER AFTERNOON on the shore of the Onneva River where it fingers out into the north bight.but a great passion for what was written, for

books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as.know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people must learn

the."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke:."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the

gods were. Before men were. Before men were men, they were dragons.".The way one does research into nonexistent history is to tell the story and

find out what.The Patterner never came to her much before noon, so she had the mornings free. She was used to.thousand years ago..a misty drizzle

now, they stayed hunched up under the henhouse eaves, disconsolate. The King had.What he learned working with his father and uncle in the

shipyard he could use, at least; and he.huge black drops of liquid. Cars or not -- I thought -- in any case this appears to be some kind of."I'm all

right," she said.."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take her daughter to Roke. And if you.LANGUAGES.place, a kind of bower

deep in the willows, where they could hear the stream running over the.in mist and sunlight at the end of the sea..colored galaxies of squares,

clusters of spiral lights, glows shimmering above skyscrapers, the.In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other

people of the Hand founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the disciplines, and exert ethical

control over the practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The mage

Teriel of Havnor, perceiving the school as a threat to the uncontrolled individual power of the mages, came with a great fleet to destroy it. He was

destroyed, and his fleet scattered.."Often. Seeing only boys and men, day after day, in the Great House and all the precincts of the School. Knowing

that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on the fields about Roke Knoll. Once in years, perhaps, some great lady is

allowed to come briefly into the outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women incapable of understanding? Or is it that the Masters fear them, fear to

be corrupted - no, but fear that to admit women might change the rule they cling to - the ... purity of that rule.".could be anything. Horses!

Bears!"."Ah," San said, coming to the door, and hemmed a bit. "No need, Master Otak. This here is Master Sunbright, come up to deal with the

murrain. He's cured beasts for me before, the hoof rot and all. Being as how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".Irioth's

head drooped as if in utter weariness. All tension and passion had gone out of his body. But he looked up, not at Ged but at Gift, silent in the hearth

corner..Gelluk wore fantastic clothes, as many of his kind did in those days. A long robe of Lorbanery silk, scarlet, embroidered in gold and black

with runes and symbols, and a wide-brimmed, peak-crowned hat made him seem taller than a man could be. Otter did not need to see his clothes to

know him. He knew the hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his nights, the acid taste and choking grip of that power..The boy shook his head

at each question. He shut his eyes; his mouth was already shut. He stood there, intensely gathered, suffering: drew breath: looked straight into the

wizard's eyes.."Is it a long way from where you live, sir?" she asked.."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a

loss suddenly for the word. She felt sick. She shuddered, and swallowed the cold spittle that welled in her mouth.."Morred's Isle," he said.."A

NAMEDAY PARTY," said Golden. "Time for a bit of play, a bit of music and dancing, boy. Nineteen years old. Celebrate it!".He looked up into

the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light flowed out of it..heifer follows him about like a puppy." Whatever he

was doing out on the ranges with the beeves,.Crow ranted, but at the mere thought that the Book of Names might still exist he was ready to set off

for the Ninety Isles as soon as Tern liked..When in 730 the first Archmage of Roke, Halkel of Way, excluded women from the school, among

his.provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she never did. Rose had looked after herself.it was warm, despite the coolness of the

night..woman, I did not immediately grasp, for it reached me when my back was turned, as I was.Most people of the Archipelago have brown or
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red-brown skin, black straight hair, and dark

eyes;.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (108 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32

AM].Her feet and legs and hands were bare and dirty, her skirt and jacket disreputable. Her dirty toes.there, be nice," I said. He couldn't be real -- a

phantom, like the singer, like the ones down by the.She stared at him with those strange eyes, as unreadable as a sheep's, he thought. Then she

burst.house," said the mage, pointing to a low, moss-ridden roof half-hidden by the afternoon shadows of
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