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A chill ran through her. The water ran cold. Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her
the black figure of a man..everything. . .".clothes were soaked. He hunched his shoulders, turned about, and set off towards a wisp of
chimney.would not allow a thing he never changed his mind, priding himself on his intransigence, since.shore of Ilien, taking what they wanted,
and did the same on Vissti and Kamery, looting what they.master say to the helmsman, "Keep her south tonight so we don't raise Roke.".there. You
can get to it by running that old tunnel straight on, maybe twenty feet.".cup by the rim of the condensing shaft. Gelluk peered in, eager as a child.
"So tiny," he.Diamond sat upright and still. He had been getting some of his father's height and girth lately, and looked very much a man, though a
very young one..fearlessly into the raw wound in the earth, a white light playing around his hands and his head.."In the Grove is no harm," said the
Patterner. "Come on. There is an old house, a hut. Old, dirty..He had not thought. He had taken the shape that came soonest to him, run to the river
as an otter.Medra had come to Havnor thinking that because he meant no harm he would do no harm. He had done irreparable harm. Men and
women and children had died because he was there. They had died in torment, burned alive. He had put his sister and mother in fearful danger, and
himself, and through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and used him as he was said to use
people, emptying their minds like little sacks, then everyone on Roke would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets and
armies under his command. Medra would have betrayed Roke to Havnor, as the wizard they never named had betrayed it to Wathort. Maybe that
man, too, had thought he could do no harm.."Listen, Nais," I said suddenly, "either I'll go now, because it's very late, or. . .".prosperity of the Inner
Lands, which brought constant boat traffic even out in the West Reach. For.Telio, built of rosy sandstone, and fields and orchards that should have
been fertile. But the."If it hasn't rusted shut," Dulse added.."Take your shoes off," she said, "they're soaking. Come in then." She stood aside and
said, "Come to the fire," and had him sit down in Bren's settle close to the hearth. "Stir the fire up a bit," she said. "Will you have a bit of soup? It's
still hot.".Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above.He had lost something and had to find it.
He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the.parents, and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you,.From
time to time, a plaintive whistle high above us rent the unseen sky. The girl.Where my love is going.midair, whereupon some of the people stepped
down onto the approaching branch of another.She pondered. "I don't know.".the cattle, the cattlemen will pay you, and you can pay me then. Call
that surety, if you like..the children, and jugglers and puppeteers, some of them hired and some of them coming by to pick."We should find shelter
and rest," he said..around at them all like a hurt ox. "And I think it is true. There is no way to regain the.They walked a half-mile or so. The Knoll
rose up full in the western sun on their right. Behind.always did. "Take me there," he said, trying to control himself, but so violently compelling
Otter.wholeness, was a gain for him. He had begun merely by trying to get her into his bed, a game he.Tinaral's vision, mystic silvery runes on high
branching columns. It was only the earth, only.him home. A wise man, said Otter's mother Rose, surely a wise man. Nothing was too good for such
a.he said, and let her go. She walked up the street and stood before the door. She looked back then,.the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at all, though
Dragonfly lay not three feet from him. She had.But when they came out into the daylight again his head kept on spinning in the dark, and after
a.Veil, with her gentle voice and smile, was implacable. She told Medra that though she had.come back to this other place and this other man,
whose use-name he couldn't remember, though he.or the Wandlord, had paid court to Elfarran. Unforgiving and determined to possess her, in the
few.The Changer absorbed that with a look of real amazement; but he did not question the Doorkeeper.."My Lord Patterner, will you defy our Rule
and our community, that has been one so long, upholding order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the pattern?"."In
Havnor, years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there are no masters, and the rule of Serriadh is
remembered, and the arts are honored. I have been looking for that place, that island, seven years.".them, he knew. It had come with her..moment
for me really to see the size of the hall. But was it all one hall? No walls: a glittering.better, perhaps, had people ceased to do it. . . without artificial
means.".If Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his gift, then all Golden's dreams and plans of training him in the business, and
having him help in expanding the carting route to a regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans
dwindled into trifles. Might Diamond go (as his mother's uncle had gone) to the School of Wizards on Roke Island? Might he (as that uncle had
done) gain glory for his family and dominion over lord and commoner, becoming a Mage in the Court of the Lords Regent in the Great Port of
Havnor? Golden all but floated up the stairs himself, borne on such visions..throne the first year of history. By this system, "present time" in the
account you are reading is.the winter, see, we'll know your cures all took, that they're sound, like. Not that I doubt it,.the women of the Hand,
though we're not women only. But it serves to call ourselves women, for the.He broke free, stood up, stooping; neither of them could stand straight
in the low cabin.."Didn't know you were after him. I've been after him a long time. He fooled me." Hound spoke.Each True Rune has a
significance, a connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less.of sorcerers is a bad thing. If you're a sorcerer, a man of power, that is. I
am. As the good.Irian stood silent too, but her hope sank down, replaced by a sense of shame and utter insignificance. These were brave, wise men,
seeking to save what they loved, but they did not know how to do it. And she had no share in their wisdom, no part in their decisions. She drew
away from them, and they did not notice. She walked on, going towards the Thwilburn where it ran out of the wood over a little fall of boulders.
The water was bright in the morning sunlight and made a happy noise. She wanted to cry but she had never been good at crying. She stood and
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watched the water, and her shame turned slowly into anger..Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe place, and Losen said, "Who
was he working.from the Earth branch of Adapt would be waiting and all I had to do was to find him at a.formed the mouth of the cave, no bigger
than a man or a badger needed to crawl through. He crawled.Through that link he could send his own strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. I
didn't tell.ones..Morred's pledge, the ring that bore the Rune of Peace..with what is real, and the words it works with are the true words. So true
wizards find it hard to.She'd have thought being King in Havnor wasn't good enough for him..the city was beautiful and peaceful and the people
prosperous..As the dim light that came into the room from chinks in the mortar of the bricked-up window died away, instead of sinking into the
blank misery of all his nights in that room, he stayed awake, and grew more awake. The excited turmoil of his mind all the time he had been with
Gelluk slowly quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he had seen down in the mine, shadowy yet distinct: the
slave in the high vault of the tower, that woman with empty breasts and festered eyes, who spat the spittle that ran from her poisoned mouth, and
wiped her mouth, and stood waiting to die. She had looked at him..What they had they shared. In that it was indeed Morred's Isle. Nobody on Roke
starved or went unhoused, though nobody had much more than they needed. Hidden from the rest of the world not only by sea and storm but by
their defenses that disguised the island and sent ships astray, they worked and talked and sang the songs, The Winter Carol and The Deed of the
Young King. And they had books, the Chronicles of Enlad and the History of the Wise Heroes. From these precious books the old men and women
would read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen made and mended their nets. There was a hearth there, and they would light
the fire. People came even from farms across the island to hear the histories read, listening in silence, intent. "Our souls are hungry," Ember
said..the path continued, I saw faintly gleaming hedges, wet bunches of leaves hung over a metal gate..way in that great other kitchen long ago. But
since he had been traveling about in Earthsea he had.Six to seven hundred years ago a sky-god religion began to spread across the islands, a
development of the worship of the Twin Gods Atwah and Wuluah, originally heroes of a desert saga from Hur-at-Hur. A Sky Father was added as
head of the pantheon, and a priestly caste developed to lead the rites. Without suppressing the worship of the Old Powers, the priests of the Twin
Gods and the Sky Father began to professionalise religion, managing the rituals and festivals, building increasingly costly temples, and controlling
public ceremonies such as marriages, funerals, and the installation of officials.."I'll stay here if I may," he said in that princely way, with his teeth
chattering, holding on to the doorjamb to keep on his feet.."But you can't have me without the music.".it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep
both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the.which all of them did..hard red wine from his last vineyard and walking his boundaries with a
troop of ill-treated,.thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled the old.thoughts settled down and
began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of great.My experiences so far did not encourage me to accost passers-by, so at
random I followed a.burnt ore was scraped down by naked slaves and shoveled into ovens to be burnt again. They came to.Otter crouched as
always in the uneasy oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp earthy taste of the onion was good, and he ate it all..Dulse had been
unable to answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work
is on Gont-I wish it was here, with you-".The boy was barely seventeen, and he himself just forty-five. In his prime. He had been feeling.he finally
spoke was, "I only wanted to make love to you,".Crow was delighted to get a water-stained bestiary from the time of Akambar in return for
five.center of the world.."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain village. He still would not
let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened body against him as if to defend it..of them and among a dozen other people, picked up speed. Between
surfaces of smoke-white.black machines. I took these for cars. But when the two nearest me emerged and, before I had.Elfarran had used on Solea
against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-.standing among the armed and armored men, said, "Him. Let the others be."
And to Otter he said,.a tall white staff, the horn of a sea beast from the farthest North, stood in the decked prow of.only the outmost isles of the
West Reach-which may have been the easternmost borders of their own.into the Great Treasury of the Tombs of Atuan. (There Ged found it, and
rejoining the two halves.are no gods, no cults, no formal worship of any kind. Ritual occurs only in traditional offerings.them now. She saw oak
and willow, chestnut and ash, and tall evergreens. From the dense, sun-shot.this, because I did not know how to get out of the park. It was now
completely empty. I passed.haste..of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there...".desire..Patterner. "Until -" He
made a quick gesture of reversal with his open hands, down going up and up.The power of the Archmage of Roke was in many respects that of a
king. Ambition, arrogance, and.with an attenuated bluish light -- elevators. The one I approached was already on its way up;.about them made him
pause at the window on the stairs landing and watch them. A thing between them.As he came down the last slope of the mountain, he had seen
houses here and there out in the.gift.".you and watch what they do, you think about it seriously, and you try to tell it honestly, so that."I should sap?
Sap yourself!".I was attracted to an avenue of elongated lights. On the transparent stone of the ceilings,.The witch shook her iron-grey head once. "I
can't tell you." Her 'can't' did not mean 'won't'. Dragonfly waited. "It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose stopped her spinning and
looked up with one eye at a cloud in the west; the other looked a little northward of the sky. "You're there in the water, together, you and the child.
You take away the child-name. People may go on using that name for a use-name, but it's not her name, nor ever was. So now she's not a child, and
she has no name. So then you wait. You open your mind up, like. Like opening the doors of a house to the wind. So it comes. Your tongue speaks
it, the name. Your breath makes it. You give it to that child, the breath, the name. You can't think of it. You let it come to you. It must come
through you to her it belongs to. That's the power, the way it works. It's all like that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let it do.
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That's all the mastery.".He had been walking almost asleep. The pallor of the werelight had faded, drowned in a fainter, vaster clarity. Sky and
earth were all one grey, but before them and above them, very high, over a drift of cloud, the long ridge of the mountain glimmered red..upward)
that I was in the elevated part of the station; nevertheless I kept going in the
same.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (23 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].made little spots of mud, little sticky spots..All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to
ordinary.to board them if they could, and the men I talked to said it was a hard fight just to get away.They went on through darkness, seeing only
the track before them in the dim silvery glow of."I've walked on dirt for seventy-five years," Dulse had said. "A few more won't kill me!".Printed in
the U. S. A.."I don't know, my dear. I do want you to be safe. I do love to see your father happy and proud of you. But I can't bear to see you
unhappy, without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right. Maybe for a man it's only one thing ever. But I miss hearing you sing.".go quickly, but
she went steadily, her eyes fixed on the faint cart track they followed, till the."Ard. My teacher." Heleth looked up, his face unreadable, its
expression possibly sly. "You didn't know that? No, I suppose I never mentioned it. But it doesn't make much difference, after all. Since we none of
us have any sex, us wizards, do we? What matters is whose house we live in. It seems we may have left out a good deal worth knowing. This kind
of thing-There! There again-"."He won't," said Irioth.."Of course," he said, his smile growing brilliant. "But witches aren't always chaste, are they?
Maybe that's what the Masters are afraid of. Maybe celibacy isn't as necessary as the Rule of Roke teaches. Maybe it's not a way of keeping the
power pure, but of keeping the power to themselves. Leaving out women, leaving out everybody who won't agree to turn himself into a eunuch to
get that one kind of power ... Who knows? A she-mage! Now that would change everything, all the rules!".journey into the valley and tricked the
wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells,.surprised to see her own brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool and
green.All the way down the spinning, reeking stone stairs he talked, and Otter tried to understand,."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man
said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,.She drank her lemonade -- that's what I called the sparkling liquid, in my thoughts -- and again
I.headed, or represented in dealings with other groups, by an elected Isleman or Islewoman, In the.into silence; only she stamped her small left
front foot now and then, and sighed..After a while Ged gently drew the older man to him and held him in his arms. He said something quietly to
him and let him go. Irioth drew a deep breath..Irioth tried to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He.It is said
that Segoy first wrote the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with the Language of the Making. But this may not be so, since the
dragons do not use them, and if they recognise them, do not admit it..how sweet life was. He had bought the Reche grove, at a very stiff price to be
sure, but at least.Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong, awkward, ignorant, innocent,
angry woman, yes. But ever since she was a child Rose had seen something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian looked
away from the world like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond herself, utterly beyond Rose's knowledge. Then Rose feared
her, and feared for her..The coppers weren't decently in a bag, even. Irioth had to hold out his hand, and the cattleman laid out six copper pennies in
it, one by one. "Now then! That's fair and square!" he said, expansive. "And maybe you'll be looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond
pastures, in the next day or so.".Neither of them had been on Pody. It was a sleepy southern island with a pretty old port town, Telio, built of rosy
sandstone, and fields and orchards that should have been fertile. But the lords of Wathort had ruled it for a century, taxing and slave taking and
wearing the land and people down. The sunny streets of Telio were sad and dirty. People lived in them as in the wilderness, in tents and lean-tos
made of scraps, or shelterless. "Oh, this won't do," Crow said, disgusted, avoiding a pile of human excrement. "These creatures don't have books,
Tern!".They let him walk among them, wild as they were and having had nothing from men's hands but castration and butchery. He had a pleasure
in their trust in him, a pride in it. He should not, but he did. If he wanted to touch one of the great beasts he had only to stand and speak to it a little
while in the language of those who do not speak. "Ulla," he said, naming them. "Ellu. Ellua." They stood, big, indifferent; sometimes one looked at
him for a long time. Sometimes one came to him with its easy, loose, majestic tread, and breathed into his open palm. All those that came to him he
could cure. He laid his hands on them, on the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck, and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power spoken
over and over. After a while the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands and stand there, drained
and blank, for a while. Then there would be another one, big, curious, shyly bold, muddy-coated, with the sickness in it like a prickling, a tingling,
a hotness in his hands, a dizziness. "Ellu," he would say, and walk to the beast and lay his hands upon it until they felt cool, as if a mountain stream
ran through them..me through half-closed eyes: myself! I folded the paper in two and the plastic specter vanished. I.She was getting used to his
strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that he looked sad. His way of speaking was harsh, quick, dry, peaceable. The men of the Isle
are not always wise, eh?" he said. "Maybe the Doorkeeper." He looked at her now, not glancing but squarely, his eyes catching and holding hers.
"But there. In the wood. Under the trees. There is the old wisdom. Never old. I can't teach you. I can take you into the Grove." After a minute he
stood up. "Yes?".She nodded shortly, frowning her black brows.
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