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? ? ? ? ? Think not, my lords, that I forget: the case is still the same. When such a fever fills the heart, what leach can make it whole?.When the

evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So he said,

"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone among

bygone peoples), that."And indeed," continued Adi, "this ode on the Prophet (may God bless and keep him!) is well known and to comment it

would be tedious." Quoth Omar, "Who is at the door?" "Among them is Omar ibn [Abi] Rebya the Cureishite," (49) answered Adi, and the Khalif

said, "May God show him no favour neither quicken him! Was it not he who said ... ?" And he recited the following verses:.Then he turned to the

viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our

sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against

him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets

and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and

contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth

not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..Locust, The Hawk and the, ii. 50..So the youth obeyed his father's

commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this

fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I

know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him

for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer

answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could

do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,

such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? Ah,

then will I begin on you with chiding than the breeze More soft, ay pleasanter than clear cold water and more sweet..When the queen heard the last

of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were

present and turning to her brother, said to him, 'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who

hath brought about union between thee and thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in

peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah, by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find

her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted,

disappointed, saying:.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and prostrating himself before him,

said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How then should it be with him

whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor of thy kindred? Wherefore

do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine empire and of our zeal for thy

loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".Now, by the ordinance of God the

Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then

they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they

descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of

God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and

made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Indeed,

many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the

balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to

me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none

other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.4. The Three Apples

lxix.Would we may live together, and when we come to die, i. 47..She abode awaiting him thus till the end of the month, but discovered no tidings

of him neither happened upon aught of his trace; wherefore she was troubled with an exceeding perturbation and despatching her servants hither

and thither in quest of him, abode in the sorest that might be of grief and concern. When it was the beginning of the new month, she arose in the

morning and bidding cry him throughout the city, sat to receive visits of condolence, nor was there any in the city but betook himself to her, to

condole with her; and they were all concerned for her, nothing doubting but she was a man..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii.

28..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh dcccciii.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had need,

and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was speaking

and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the largeness of the

physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of straitness and

number-story-1-3206-3205-3202-3221-3263-3223-3251-3221-3237-3270-small-book-one-english-kannada.pdf

Page 1/8



Number Story 1 3206 3205 3202 3221 3263 3223 3251 3221 3237 3270 Small Book One English Kannada

misery would be enlarged unto him.'.'There was once an old man renowned for roguery, and he went, he and his mates, to one of the markets and

stole thence a parcel of stuffs. Then they separated and returned each to his quarter. Awhile after this, the old man assembled a company of his

fellows and one of them pulled out a costly piece of stuff and said, "Will any one of you sell this piece of stuff in its own market whence it was

stolen, that we may confess his [pre-eminence in] sharping?" Quoth the old man, "I will;" and they said, "Go, and God the Most High prosper

thee!".Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the

youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be

separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they

might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day

drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the

lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the

chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings

that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and

drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and

he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences

by the couch, then shut the door and went away..STORY OF THE PIOUS WOMAN ACCUSED OF LEWDNESS..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and

the Thieves dccccxx.After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house,

but found the door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many

days; but three days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back,

confounded in my wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no

tidings of her. And indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that

which hath betided me.'.So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the

damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all

the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and

pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our

uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though

thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst

them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but

out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Disciple's Story, The, i.

283..? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..? ? ? ? ? b.

Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.When the

king heard these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day

draweth to an end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".Hindbad the

Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and

pride..The raft fared on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook

me and I abode dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent

and I abode expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head

rubbed against the roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon

widened out; and whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..THE

KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved

his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars

and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and

kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening

and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? My flower a

marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I in your land, I trow..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned

away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of

linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and

perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her,

"O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and

taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.THE SEVENTH VOYAGE

OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..When
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the prince came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to

her, because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of

her favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and

she said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the

servants fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return

hither.' And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him

was spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared

on. Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared

on afoot till his feet swelled..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God

the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By

Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose

[and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the

Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh

and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the

drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a

violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How many a mirth-exciting joy amid The raiment of ill chances lies in wait!.There was once a

man of the Arabs who had a number of sons, and amongst them a boy, never was seen a fairer than he of favour nor a more accomplished in

loveliness, no, nor a more perfect of wit. When he came to man's estate, his father married him to the daughter of one of his uncles, and she

excelled not in beauty, neither was she praiseworthy of attributes; wherefore she pleased not the youth, but he bore with her, for kinship's

sake..When the king heard this, his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".So he

took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round about its streets and

markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he

resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he

accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the

price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and

arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his

wares, after the fullest fashion..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story (237) lxiv.When Ibrahim heard this, he let fetch the thieves and said to them,

'Tell me truly, which of you shot the arrow that wounded me.' Quoth they, 'It was this youth that is with us.' Whereupon the king fell to looking

upon him and said to him, 'O youth, acquaint me with thy case and tell me who was thy father and thou shalt have assurance from God.' 'O my

lord,' answered the youth, 'I know no father; as for me, my father lodged me in a pit [when I was little], with a nurse to rear me, and one day, there

fell in upon us a lion, which tore my shoulder, then left me and occupied himself with the nurse and rent her in pieces; and God vouchsafed me one

who brought me forth of the pit.' Then he related to him all that had befallen him, first and last; which when Ibrahim heard, he cried out and said,

'By Allah, this is my very son!' And he said to him, 'Uncover thy shoulder.' So he uncovered it and behold, it was scarred..The news reached his

father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have power over her; so wait till I

demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to demand her of her father,

who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down what was in his treasuries,

and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather together the rest of the

money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I will not have patience;'

so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might win what lacked of the

dowry]..So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing

(214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and

looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none

but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me

from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and

she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Then said Shehrzad,

"They avouch, O king, (but God [alone] knowest the secret things,) that.Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and her

company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the

ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that

which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named,

and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when
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they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then

they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth

Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to

them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the

folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.So she arose and making the ablution, prayed

that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting.

She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came

up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said,

'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said,

'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.'

Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not,

and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and

flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..Razi (Er) and El Merouzi, ii. 28..88. The Mad Lover

dclxxiv.Barmecides, Er Reshid and the, i. 189..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled

in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over

journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round

about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly,

he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop

and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of

wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk

will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's

Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.They knew him forthright and rising to him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our

lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance.

Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this

but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again

into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the

Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long

estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which

the fire of the hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Midst colours, my colour excelleth in light And I

would every eye of my charms might have sight..Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian

said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved

her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay

me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I

awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her

tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by

her talk.'.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.? ? ? ? ?

Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..? ? ? ? ? So shall we

quaff the cups in ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..Now the king was leaning back upon the cushion, when he heard the

man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of heart; for, by Allah, never saw I

the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi knew not the truth of the affair,

no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother. (176).? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place,

indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the cheeks of the fair..Now, as destiny would have it, a band of thieves, whose use it was, whenas they

had stolen aught, to resort to that place and divide [their booty], came thither [that night], as of their wont; and they were ten in number and had

with them wealth galore, which they were carrying. When they drew near the sepulchre, they heard a noise of blows within it and the captain said,

'This is a Magian whom the angels (43) are tormenting.' So they entered [the burial-ground] and when they came over against El Merouzi, he

feared lest they should be the officers of the watch come upon him, wherefore he [arose and] fled and stood among the tombs. (44) The thieves

came up to the place and finding Er Razi bound by the feet and by him near seventy sticks, marvelled at this with an exceeding wonderment and

said, 'God confound thee! This was sure an infidel, a man of many crimes; for, behold, the earth hath rejected him from her womb, and by my life,

he is yet fresh! This is his first night [in the tomb] and the angels were tormenting him but now; so whosoever of you hath a sin upon his

conscience, let him beat him, as a propitiatory offering to God the Most High.' And the thieves said, 'We all have sins upon our consciences.'.How
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long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their

father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he

rose to them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I

doubt not but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth

Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me

than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with

you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve

but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him

with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her

deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than

[that of] any.'.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a

daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a

fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in

himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ?

? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.When the evening evened,

the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king required of him the promised story. So

the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story

(236) iv.Now Afifeh and her daughter Mariyeh were behind the curtain, looking at him; and when he came before the king, he saluted him and

greeted him with the greeting of kings, whilst all who were present stared at him and at his beauty and grace and perfection. The king seated him at

the head of the table; and when Afifeh saw him and straitly considered him, she said, "By the virtue of Mohammed, prince of the Apostles, this

youth is of the sons of the kings and cometh not to these parts but for some high purpose!" Then she looked at Mariyeh and saw that her face was

changed, and indeed her eyes were dead in her face and she turned not her gaze from El Abbas a glance of the eyes, for that the love of him had

gotten hold upon her heart. When the queen saw what had befallen her daughter, she feared for her from reproach concerning El Abbas; so she shut

the wicket of the lattice and suffered her not to look upon him more. Now there was a pavilion set apart for Mariyeh, and therein were privy

chambers and balconies and lattices, and she had with her a nurse, who served her, after the fashion of kings' daughters..Then they accosted the

owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he

refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five

thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he

would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what

pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every

means of livelihood its folk.'.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay

not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous

than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and did away

her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I

rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..Therewith the king was filled

with wrath and said, "Bring him forthright," So they brought the youth before him, shackled, and the king said to him, "Out on thee! Thou hast

sinned a great sin and the time of thy life hath been long; (112) but needs must we put thee to death, for that there is for us no ease in thy life after

this," "O king," answered he, "know that I, by Allah, am guiltless, and by reason of this I hope for life, for that he who is guiltless of offence goeth

not in fear of punishment neither maketh great his mourning and his concern; but whoso hath sinned, needs must his sin be expiated upon him,

though his life be prolonged, and it shall overtake him, even as it overtook Dadbin the king and his vizier." "How was that?" asked Azadbekht, and

the youth said,.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its

folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said

concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the

Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou

art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and acquaint him with the streets, for that

I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and fared on with him, showing him the

markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the youth, "From what city art thou?" "From

Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as saith of it the poet in the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that

a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.King who knew the Quintessence of
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Things, The, i. 230..When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the

likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful

favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat

discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be

ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from

him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come

(may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a

thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his

rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her."

And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the

government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of

the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".When Selim found himself in that sorry plight

and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to

shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up

their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him

merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a

merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat

down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that

thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and

when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they

addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..? ? ? ? ?
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