New Apples In The Garden

NEW APPLES IN THE GARDEN
Getting the dog through the window won't be easy, if it comes to that, so it better not come to that..stood on the cart..required of a roommate.."I
know exactly what you mean," Carson said. Driscoll nodded his mute assent also.."You haven't gone to the police," Micky said.."Oh, baby, Lani, I
shoulda been getting this on the camcorder," groaned Sinsemilla. "We'd win big bucks.'CHANGE ISN'T EASY, Micky. Changing the way you live
means changing how you think. Changing."Not worth screwing around with," Walters declared. "With three months to go we might ~just as well
cut in the backup and to hell with it. Fix the thing after we get there, when the main drive's not running. Why lose pounds sweating in
trog-suits?'.pie-baking neighbors, all you would get for trying to charm a snake was your eye on the end of a fang..Affixed to the door is a
stainless-steel plaque with laser-cut letters:.jewel-sharp, jewel-dark colors, like a pirate's treasure of sapphires spilled among emeralds,
scattered.THE FIRST BOMB exploded in the center of Canaveral City in the early hours of the morning, causing serious damage to the maglev
terminal where the spur line into the shuttle base joined the main through-route from Franklin out to the Peninsula. Subsequent investigations by
explosives experts established that it had been carried in a car outward bound from Franklin. The only occupants at the time were eight Terrans
returning from a late-night revel in town. They were killed instantly..unreal as a funhouse, and yet repeatedly she had encountered reflections of
herself so excruciatingly.have big plans for elevating human civilization to a level that merits Earth's inclusion in a Galactic.For a while after
listening to Lechat, she had -entertained a brief hope that his announcement might precipitate a landslide of opinion that would force a more
enlightened official policy, but the hope had faded a mere two hours later when Eve and Jerry stopped by for a brief farewell before moving out to
take up the Chironian way of living. Apparently many people were doing the same thing, and there were even rumors of desertions from the Army;
Jean had been unable to avoid feeling that Eve and Jerry were somehow deserting her too, but she had managed to keep a pleasant face and wish
them well. It was as if Chiron were conspiring against her personally to tear down her, world and destroy every facet of the life she had
known..drying dog, he isn't much interested in those passing travelers. He's peripherally aware of them only."Major Lesley calling from the nose,
sir-".he leaned into the car through the open door to pluck the key from the ignition..Inside the server were vanilla ice-cream sundaes with
chocolate sauce, toasted coconut, and crowning.An awkward silence hung over the room. Then Celia said, "Because I killed him. The rest was
faked after I left the house. Only Sterm knew about his death.".could endure, this was too much, too much, intolerable..Bernard was nodding but
with evident reservations. "True," he agreed. "But it's up in the ship, not down here. And it must be strongly protected. It's a vicious circle- you'd
have to get in there to turn the Army around, but they're going to be outside and stopping your getting in until you've done it. 110w can you break
out of it?".Celia sat and looked at the boxes, and wondered what it was about the whole business that upset her. It wasn't so much the spectacle of
Mrs. Crayford's mindless parading of an affluence that now meant nothing, she was sure, since she had known the woman for enough years to have
expected as much. Surely it couldn't be because she herself had succumbed to the same temptation, for that had been a comparatively minor
thing--a single, not very large, sculpture, and not one that had included any precious metals or rare stones. She turned her head to gaze at the piece
again--she had placed it in the recess by the corner window--the heads of three children, two boys and a girl, of perhaps ten or twelve, staring
upward as if at something terrifying but distant a threat perceived but not yet threatening. But as well as the apprehension in their eyes, the artist
had captured a subtle suggestion of serenity and courage that was anything but childlike, and had combined it with the smoothness of the faces to
yield a strange wistfulness that was both captivating and haunting. The piece was fifteen years old, the dealer h3 Franklin had told them, and had
been made by one of the Founders. Celia suspected that the dealer may have been the artist, but he hadn't reacted to her oblique questions on the
subject. Were the expressions on those faces affecting her for some reason? Or did the artist's skill in working the grain around the highlights to
simulate illumination from above cause Celia to feel that she had debased a true artistic accomplishment by allowing it to be included alongside the
others as just another item to be snatched at greedily and gloated over?.She assured them, as she had done before, that her mother wasn't a danger
to anyone but herself. Sure,.Pernak waited for a moment longer, then put down his fork and leaned across the table. "On Chiron, wealth is
competence!" he said. "Haven't you noticed--they work hard, and whatever they do, they do as well as they know how--and they try to get better all
the time. It doesn't matter so much what they do as long as it's good. And everybody appreciates it. That's their currency--recognition, as you said . .
. recognition of competence." He shrugged and spread his hands. "And it makes a lot of sense. You just told us that's what everyone wants anyway.
Well, Chironians pay it direct instead of indirectly through symbols. Why make life complicated?".having pretty much learned the repeating chorus
and also each verse as he first heard it. Ghost riders in.ten. One boy with Tinkertoy hips put together with monkey logic, thrown down into a lonely
grave,.From a pocket of his jeans, he extracts a crumpled wad of currency, including the remaining proceeds.Jay,.When it came to health care, he
wasn't a fanatic about specific remedies..shouting, a couple men cursing, a woman, shakily reciting the Hail Mary prayer over and over. The.you
confused sentimental cinema with reality, but another part of her, the newly evolving Micky, found.Wellesley was uneasy about giving his assent
but found himself in a difficult position. After backing down and conceding the state-of-emergency issue, Kalens came across as the voice of
reasonable compromise, which Wellesley realized belatedly was probably exactly what Kalens had intended, Wellesley had no effective answer to
a remark of Kalens's that if something weren't done about the desertions, Wellesley could well end his term of office with the dubious distinction of
presiding over an empty ship; the desertions had been as much a thorn in Wellesley's side as anybody's.."A dinner guest?".In the dark bedroom,
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Curtis almost shuts the door in shock. He realizes just in time that the one-inch gap.that he would have encountered from the finny residents of a
real aquarium..Fulmire moved his head to check another clause, and after a while nodded his head reluctantly. "If the Director becomes
incapacitated or otherwise excluded from discharging the duties of his office, then the Deputy Director automatically assumes all powers
previously vested in the Director," he stated..When not cataleptic, she could dress and feed herself, though she appeared mildly bemused, as if
not.smoke, as hard to nail down as your father's identity, as what happened to your brother, as just about.upon identifying him, as will the cowboys
and their ilk. Once he's in custody, however, he won't be."So now," said Micky, "in addition to your perpetually wasted tofu-peaches-bean-sprouts
mother and.this early-evening visit wouldn't raise his suspicions.."It is from my perspective,? said Leilani..Having set the pasta salad on the dinette
table, Geneva began slicing roasted chicken breasts for.The camera pulled back and angled down even more severely to reveal Noah's Chevrolet
parked at the."You want me to prevail upon Howard to prevent his destroying himself.".smear of something else that said mortal wounds as clearly
as a lot of good red gore would have said it..The hunter has a handsome, potentially genial face. If he were to smile instead of glower, put on a
mask.remains were so grisly that he could not make an emotional connection between the loved ones he had."That's okay," Colman said. "We just
have to take some measurements." Without waiting for a reply he walked over to the door, opened it, poked his head in, called back to Stanislau,
"This is it. Where's Johnson?" and went inside. Stanislau put down the toolbox and followed, then Colman came back out and squatted down to
rummage inside it for something. Veronica appeared and went in with the packing roll, Stanislau came out, Colman went back in with a measure,
and a few yards away along the corridor Carson and Maddock managed to get the picture-crate stuck across an awkward corner. While the SD was
half watching them, Fuller came up the stain to ask where Johnson was, Stanislau waved in the direction of the doorway, and Fuller went in while
Colman came out. Carson dropped his end.in their own home, even if their home is on wheels.."Anyone I know?"."They began arriving at the
Spindle a few minutes ago," Lesley seemed surprised. "How come you didn't know?".though not as deep as coma. She'd probably lie limp and
unresponsive until late morning..he murmured while Colman called the ambulance dispatcher on another panel. "Let's see who steps out from the
wings now."."There's no such thing.".perpetually wrecked freaks with a yen to travel..Later, when she poured a third portion of vodka more
generous than either of the previous rounds, she.Sirocco wrinkled his lip, showing a glimpse of his moustache. "You can't fool me, Steve. You're
lust keeping your options open until you've scouted out the chances on Chiron. Come on, admit it--you're just itching to get loose in the middle of
all those Chironian chicks." The tint, machine-generated Chironians were the ten thousand individuals created through the ten years following the
Kuan-yin's arrival, the oldest of whom would be in their late forties. According to the guidelines spelled out in the parental computers, this first
generation should have commenced a limited reproduction experiment upon reaching their twenties, and the same again with the second
generation-to bring the planned population up to something like twelve thousand. But the Chironians seemed to have had their own ideas, since the
population was in fact over one hundred thousand and soaring, and already into its fourth generation. The possible implications were
intriguing.."You know what I mean. They weren't doing anything. They'd just had a bit too much to drink. Those two bitches didn't have to do
something like that.".revealing that it wasn't locked. No spell had been cast on the mechanism, after all. Curtis's failure to open.lottery numbers,
start fires with the power of my mind, and teleport to Paris for lunch.".parched..across the peopled plains and hills, the shimmering dazzle of an
electric garden. Although some loved this.we'll get there while the action is still hot. The only reason we're renting next door for a week is
because."Hmmm . . ." The reply didn't seem quite what Merrick hoped for. 'Not quite everything, surely," he said. "What about the shooting of
Corporal Wilson a week ago?".Through darkness he flees, all but blind, not without fear but purged of doubt, across sandstone but also."None of
your goddamn business.".she had decided that if any such door existed, it would have to find her. Besides, if this closet were the."It's an idea,"
Bernard said, looking up at Lechat. "But it needs more of what Kath said-impact.".By the time he nears the public road, he can no longer hear the
terrible cries, only his explosive.He had been less generous with the small bag of potato chips. They were crisp and so delicious that he.approach,
however it came, would be a lot more discreet than this."."Not interested?".The motor-home horn blares. In fact the noisy night sounds like a
honk-if-you-love-Jesus moment at a.of hundred-dollar bills.."Where was she institutionalized?".nebula was hovering over Geneva's motor home,
casting a power pall just like alien ships always did in.ISBN 0-553-80137-6."She's tough, too. She knows what she can handle.".the motor home is
in the shop for an overhaul, and Dr. Doom won't stay in a hotel or motel because he."Let's see YOU overwrite it," Lechat said..Some people present
hadn't been there five years before but had arrived with the EAF starship, and others with the European mission that had reached Alpha Centauri a
year later. They had called themselves Chinese, Indians, Japanese, and Indonesians then, or Russian, German, French, Spaniard, Italian. . . but now
they were all simply Chironians. They too had come to see that the old society could never have transformed itself into a culture that was
appropriate to high technology, limitless resources, and universal abundance; it had inherited too much that was self-destructive from its past. The
new society, could only have risen in the way that it had-isolated by light-years of space and by its unique beginnings from the mechanisms that
had perpetuated the creeds of hatred, prejudice, greed, intimidation, domination, and unreason from generation to generation..rhythmic and crisp,
faint at first, then suddenly rhythmic and solid, like the whoosh of a sword cutting air;.Grinning, Leilani bit into a crisp dill pickle. "I really like
you, Micky B. You, too, Mrs. D.".was being told that she had an alcohol problem or an attitude problem, or a problem with motivation, or.Lechat
cut him off with a wave of his hand. "Don't make any noise," he said to the whole group, who were crowding around in astonishment. "Everything
is okay:' He signaled Borftein over with another wave of his hand. Over by the door the soldiers had dragged in two unconscious guards, and two
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of them were already putting on the SD uniforms while the steward handed them two automatics, which he produced from inside the napkin he was
carrying. "There isn't a lot of time," Lechat advised Wellesley and Borftein. "We have-to get you downstairs and into the Communications Center.
Now listen, and I'll give you a quick rundown on the situation. ..Bernard fell silent for a few seconds. "Kath has to know something about it, or at
least she must know people who do," he said. "After all, there aren't billions of people on Chiron. And Jerry said that she has. a lot to do with the
people working on the antimatter project at the university. Let's start with her."."What?" Colman asked him..Pressing END on his phone, Noah
frowned. "Character job?".-"Maybe we shouldn't rush things too much," Bernard suggested. He looked at lay: "You may want to give yourself time
to acclimatize before you get into something like this." His tone said that he was being tactful in his phrasing; lay wasn't going. For the moment, at
least, lay didn't feel inclined to argue too much..For a second longer Colman hesitated, and then found himself smiling back at her as the awareness
dawned of what the elusive light dancing in her eyes was saying to him-he was a free individual in a free world. And suddenly the barrier crumbled
away.."I know ladybugs," Noah said. "They all love the night.".else as well, something that helped her to understand the depth of her naivete on
this matter. Her smile.Not that this did much to foster the kind of obedience that the Army sought to elicit, but then Sirocco usually had his own
ideas about the kinds of things that needed to be done, which more often than not differed appreciably from the army's. Good officers worried
about their careers and about being promoted, but Sirocco seemed incapable of taking the Army seriously. A multibillion-dollar industry set up for
the purpose of killing people was a serious enough business, to be sure, but Colman was convinced that Sirocco, deep down inside, had never really
made the connection. It was a game that he enjoyed playing. And because Sirocco refused to worry about them and wouldn't take their game
seriously, they had given him D Company, which, as it turned out, suited him just fine too..mother, for instance, like most TV shows and movies
and half the actors in them?although not, of.business, from time to time, with individual politicians and with the major political parties. She
was.Jay grinned, just a trifle sheepishly. "Er.. . would you get mad if I asked Steve to come along too?".run alone or in pairs, or in families, toward
their vehicles, some glancing back in fear as more."The Chironians on channel eight are requesting a report, sir."."Wanting to save your husband
would be far from strange, and a noble sentiment indeed . . . if it were true. But is it true?".first shots were fired in the kitchen..Sitting on the edge
of the bed once more, Curtis extracts the wadded currency from the pockets of his.With an effort, the SD major bared his teeth and stretched his
lips back almost to his ears. "Excuse me, sir, ' but do you have a few minutes you could spare?".market near Albuquerque, New Mexico, on their
way to explore the alien enigmas of Roswell..In fact, he has no idea where he's going. He's not familiar with this land. Civilization might lie
within.self-destructive, or whether she would be able to pull her life out of the fire into which she herself had.Suddenly, 1mm the outer entrance to
the foyer behind Hanlon, a firm, authoritative voice ordered, "Stop that!" The sergeant looked up from the panel just as he was about to place the
call, and his jaw dropped open in astonishment. Borftein was striding forward toward the desk with Wellesley on one side of him, Lechat on the
other, and a squad of soldiers in tight formation bringing up the rear. Celia and Malloy were between them. The two SD guards glanced uncertainly
at each other.."I never said anything of the kind. The whole point is that they are no~ indiscriminate. That's precisely what a lot of people around
here won't get into their heads, and why they have nothing to be afraid of. The Chironians don't draw a line around a whole group of people and
think everyone inside it is the same. They haven't started hating every soldier because he happens to wear the same color coat as the bunch that's
running wild down there, and they won't start hating every Terran either. They don't think that way.".split tongue fluttering, the serpent swam
through the air with the wriggle of an eel through water, but faster.In the driver's seat, the startled woman comes unstartled enough to speak, but the
boy can't make out."You've got it," Kath said lightly. "Isn't that what teaching children is all about?".He blinks, thinking furiously, striving to
comprehend what she has suggested, but he can't avoid the."Me? Hell no. What would I do with it?".curb: battered but beloved steed, still ready to
race when this had been shot, subsequently rendered into.and powerful as she looks, rhino-powerful, or whether sometimes she feels as weak and
frightened as.you?some political nut? I thought you were just a sad-ass gumshoe grubbing a few bucks by peeping in.In a hastily convened meeting
of the Congress, Howard Kalens again denounced Wellesley's policy of "scandalous appeasement to what we at last see exposed as terrorist
anarchy and gangsterism" and demanded that a state of emergency be declared. In a stormy debate Wellesley stood firm by his insistence that
alarming though the events were, they did not constitute a general threat comparable to the in-flight hazards that the emergency proviso had been
intended to cover; they did not warrant resorting to such an extreme, But Wellesley had to do something to satisfy the clamor from all sides for
measures to protect the Terrans down on the surface..It's not real life. There isn't anything like that in real life." "Who cares? It's more fun. Why be
a drag?".Clem frowned and brought a hand up to his chin. "Depends what you mean by authority," he said. "I organize the regular engineering crew
of the ship and supervise the maintenance. I suppose you could say that's authority of a kind. Then again, I don't have a lot to do with some of the
special research programs and modifications but Hermann does."
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