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Meanwhile, El Abbas betook himself to his father's camp, which was pitched in the Green Meadow, by the side of the Tigris, and none might make

his way between the tents, for the much interlacement of the tent-ropes. When the prince reached the first of the tents, the guards and servants came

out to meet him from all sides and escorted him till he drew near the sitting-place of his father, who knew of his coming. So he issued forth of his

pavilion and coming to meet his son, kissed him and made much of him. Then they returned together to the royal pavilion and when they had

seated themselves and the guards had taken up their station in attendance on them, the king said to El Abbas, "O my son, make ready thine affair,

so we may go to our own land, for that the folk in our absence are become as they were sheep without a shepherd." El Abbas looked at his father

and wept till he swooned away, and when he recovered from his swoon, he improvised and recited the following verses:.The queen rejoiced in her

and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said

to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh

Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl

of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee

and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy

breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all

the Jinn.' (226).So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and gave not over going round

about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them men of worth, till the day was

half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.'

Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his [means of getting a] living, and said to

him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your market of meats and sweetmeats and

bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his basket, and Selim paid the cook the

price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced

and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and

changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.When the evening evened, the king summoned

the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august king,

that.When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So

they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was

told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from

each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that

pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left

the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and

appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king

and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to

them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that

understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew

him.".17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom

I adore..? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,.O

amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi

Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to

Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend];

so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She

acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she,

'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved

for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the

city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was

strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he

took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a

woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi, who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape

and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She

had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the
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dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a ravishment to mankind..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.For the uses of

food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity,

praiseworthy in administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and

shunning traitors and froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days

and hours and years, and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection,

who had been reared in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came

fore-ordained fate, which there is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm,

and all the folk of the city, who had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made

himself master of his kingdom, putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited

with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found

in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no

falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of

them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I

know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to

the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do

thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked

(51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..?OF THE ILL EFFECTS OF

PRECIPITATION..When the Khalif heard his verses, he took the cup from his hand and kissed it and drank it off and returned it to Aboulhusn,

who made him an obeisance and filled and drank. Then he filled again and kissing the cup thrice, recited the following verses:.Then the prince's

mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on

her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth

somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of

raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So

they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who

came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her

head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.? ? ? ? ?

Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass

dcxi.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and

delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate

till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when

she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.The queen drank

off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten

thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you

remain..? ? ? ? ? Nay, at daybreak I drink of the wind-freshened wine And prostrate me (59) instead in the dawn-whitened air..?STORY OF

KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his

ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have

assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for

him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?'

asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the

king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour

changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot

be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the

grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them

dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then

the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most

High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their

report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too

many already have drunken whilere..52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister dcvi.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright,

my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..When this came to the king's knowledge, he

despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head
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with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned

herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night

with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ?

Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the

damsel raised a corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and

noted her fashion and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his

heart and he was ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her

myself, for that Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch,

"may God prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth

thee not neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his

knowledge." Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her."

"O my lord," rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not

to take her on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened

by this affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and

I reck not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to

his house, married her..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed

remembrance heretofore. (202).When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened

the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was

brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware

of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a

favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell

after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves

naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of the poet in the following

verses:.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee, in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..Now the woman was

in a chest and two youths of the pages of the late king, who were now in the new king's service, were those who had been charged with the

guardianship of the vessel and the goods. When the evening evened on them, the two youths fell a-talking and recounted that which had befallen

them in their days of childhood and the manner of the going forth of their father and mother from their country and royal estate, whenas the wicked

overcame their land, and [called to mind] how they had gone astray in the forest and how fate had made severance between them and their parents;

brief, they recounted their story, from beginning to end. When the woman heard their talk, she knew that they were her very sons and cried out to

them from the chest, saying, 'I am your mother such an one, and the token between you and me is thus and thus.' The young men knew the token

and falling upon the chest, broke the lock and brought out their mother, who strained them to her breast, and they fell upon her and swooned away,

all three..? ? ? ? ? My virtues 'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who letteth waste my

frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do

you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.?STORY OF THE SHARPERS WITH THE MONEY-CHANGER AND

THE ASS..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Haroun er Reshid and the

Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? I had not left you, had I known that severance would

prove My death; but what is past is past, Fate stoops to no control..? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.When El Abbas

heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to

bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and

thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and]

locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun,

cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in

this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have

decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".54. The

Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? Hath spent thereon his substance, withouten stint; indeed, In his own cloak he

wrapped it, he tendered it so dear. (116).? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.? ? ? ? ? So make me in your morning a delight And set me

in your houses, high and low;.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi."If it must be and no help, admit Jerir." So Adi

went forth and admitted Jerir, who entered, saying:.Solomon, David and, i. 275..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and

invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and

people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy
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load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the

other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other

two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I

shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?'

asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story cix.The messenger wished him joy of the bath and

exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and obedience," answered El Abbas and

accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.? ? ? ? ? Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and

men of might, Each one a lion fierce, impetuous in the fight,.? ? ? ? ? So eat what I offer in surety and be The Lord of all things with thanks- giving

repaid!.Sitt el Milah filled a cup and emptied it; after which she drank a second and a third. Then she filled the cup a fourth time and handed it to

the old man, but he would not accept it from her. However, she conjured him, by her own head and that of the Commander of the Faithful, that he

should take it from her, till he took the cup from her hand and kissed it and would have set it down; but she conjured him by her life to smell it. So

he smelt it and she said to him, "How deemest thou?" "Its smell is sweet," replied he; and she conjured him, by the life of the Commander of the

Faithful, to taste it. So he put it to his mouth and she rose to him and made him drink; whereupon, "O princess of the fair," said he, "this is none

other than good." Quoth she, "So deem I. Hath not our Lord promised us wine in Paradise?" And he answered, "Yes. Quoth the Most High, 'And

rivers of wine, a delight to the drinkers.' (36) And we will drink it in this world and the world to come." She laughed and emptying the cup, gave

him to drink, and he said, "O princess of the fair, indeed thou art excusable in thy love for this." Then he took from her another and another, till he

became drunken and his talk waxed great and his prate..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvi.118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the

Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi Amrillak M.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to

her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this

time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to

him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?"

asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another

eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he.

"Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his

reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am

Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!)

thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he

arose and abode wondering at his case..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.Thy letter reached me; when the words thou

wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he

had fallen of that tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw

his plight (and indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed

him to an old woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply

he might be made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat

and drink; and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..Then there reigned after them an understanding king, who was just,

keen-witted and accomplished and loved stories, especially those which chronicle the doings of kings and sultans, and he found [in the treasuries of

the kings who had foregone him] these marvellous and rare and delightful stories, [written] in the thirty volumes aforesaid. So he read in them a

first book and a second and a third and [so on] to the last of them, and each book pleased him more than that which forewent it, till he came to the

end of them. Then he marvelled at that which he had read [therein] of stories and discourse and witty traits and anecdotes and moral instances and

reminiscences and bade the folk copy them and publish them in all lands and climes; wherefore their report was bruited abroad and the people

named them "The marvels and rarities of the Thousand Nights and One Night." This is all that hath come down to us of [the history of] this book,

and God is All-Knowing. (196).Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old woman had

prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of the case,

wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to her, what

while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning thereon,

understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..As for the king, he arose in haste and

disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I

am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek

refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and

methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest

and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses,
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in reference to thy case:.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop

whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after

the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst

thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner

sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place

whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain

bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell

it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing heed..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..? ? ?

? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..When the

damsel (215) saw me in this plight, she said to me, "O man, tell me thy story, for, by Allah, an I may avail to thy deliverance, I will assuredly

further thee thereto." I gave ear to her speech and put faith in her loyalty and told her the story of the damsel whom I had seen [at the lattice] and

how I had fallen in love with her; whereupon quoth she, "If the girl belong to me, that which I possess is thine, and if she belong to my father, I will

demand her of him and deliver her to thee." Then she fell to calling slave-girl after slave-girl and showing them to me, till I saw the damsel whom I

loved and said, "This is she." Quoth my wife, "Let not thy heart be troubled, for this is my slave-girl. My father gave her to me and I give her to

thee. So comfort thyself and be of good heart and cheerful eye.".? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward

addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him

and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer.

This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the

Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to

Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the

reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with

Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es

Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to

them and wept, and they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not

but that she is like to perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth

Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me

than everything; and know that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with

you, he who is the least and meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve

but that we contrive for her deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him

with fair means, and if he obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her

deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than

[that of] any.'.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited, I may observe that the first four Vols. were published

without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The state of corruption and incoherence in which the

printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its production, is such as might well drive a

translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially is so corrupt that one of the most

laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single instance, allowed myself to be

discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered into English, without abridgment

or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in those of Calcutta (1839-42) and

Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in the case of my "Book of the

Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once more to tender my warmest

thanks..When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift

of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she

had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on

this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following verses:.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El

Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him

and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and

bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city

and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself

with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They

gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of
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their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of

them..Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The ii. 21..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid

a thousand dinars for her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be

she mine for fourteen hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she

desire to be sold, I will sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11)

answered the other; whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars."

Quoth she, "Come hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground,

saying, "I will not have that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is

desirous [of buying?]" Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither

to me," answered she; but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not

have him.".As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How

came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered,

saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou

have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk

heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost

endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round

about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on

this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's Story

dccccxxxviii.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.? ? ? ? ? If thou forsake us, there is none Can stand to us instead of

thee..81. The Foolish Schoolmaster dclxvi.The Thirteenth Night of the Month..The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with watching the

play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him on, and

procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another game?"

And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I will

match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then they

fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had beaten

him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..?Story of the Merchant and His Sons..? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those whom raiment rich

makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear."."Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget him; what is he?" iii. 42..When the

poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding

love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor

e'er, i. 49..So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was

upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of

money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now

there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and sang the

following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Prince Seif el Mulouk and the Princess Bediya el Jemal dcclviii.David and Solomon, i. 275..Then he turned to

a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity!

(33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth."

Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little

white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding;

so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to

him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were

diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses

for laughter..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had

done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who

turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people

and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted

from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy

father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the

Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four

thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my

commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a
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wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..When the

troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to

slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased

not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them

many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the

deserts and the cities..Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your

city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good

offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite

thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of

assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the

city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking

till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..? ? ? ? ? To his beloved one the lover's

heart's inclined; His soul's a captive slave, in sickness' hands confined..Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and

soundness [attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story

lxiii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv.All this while Meimoun's eye was upon her and

presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun. Thou sufferest not

Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him. Then she

shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou shouldst bespeak us

thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh Iblis, I would assuredly

beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said, 'O daughter of Imlac,

what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest thou not thy place?' So

saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the ground, said, 'Out on thee, O

Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not hold thy peace till thou goest

forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return to your dwelling-places, then

do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my worship, thou shouldst have seen

what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak. Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou

not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and

the Hawk dccccvi.To return to the king his father. When he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer,

whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who [found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which

when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he

found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he [returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and

they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved

from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing

for] this and the days passed by and the affair was forgotten..Then he went away, whilst the fire was loosed in the heart of the druggist and he shut

his shop and betaking himself to his house, knocked at the door. Quoth the singer, 'Let me get into the chest, for he saw me not yesterday.' 'Nay,'

answered she, 'wrap thyself up in the rug.' So he wrapped himself up in the rug and stood in a corner of the room, whilst the druggist entered and

went straight to the chest, but found it empty. Then he went round about the house and searched it from top to bottom, but found nothing and no

one and abode between belief and disbelief, and said in himself, 'Belike, I suspect my wife of that which is not in her.' So he was certified of her

innocence and returned to his shop, whereupon out came the singer and they abode on their former case, as of wont, till eventide, when she gave

him one of her husband's shirts and he took it and going away, passed the night in his lodging..So she gave him all that she possessed and he sold it

and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel in all delight

of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?'

And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?'

Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and thereon

thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to him,

'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he

carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who

was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman
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answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.? ? ? ? ? "Forget him," quoth my censurers, "forget

him; what is he?" "If I forget him, ne'er may God," quoth I, "remember me!".? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night

that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek handiwork, worth a

thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto two caskets of

musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and semblants

depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her mistress. When

she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and attendants and [set

out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a

populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none

other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with

money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing.

So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but

meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring

into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other

than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'
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