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Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria. The other three called him Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what
remained of his inheritance in law courts and the anterooms of the Lords of Way in Shelieth, trying to prove his right to the whole domain as it had
been a hundred years ago. He came back unsuccessful and embittered and spent his age drinking the hard red wine from his last vineyard and
walking his boundaries with a troop of ill-treated, underfed dogs to keep interlopers off his land..After a while Ayo said, "She went down to Firn
with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the.the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step on. And he would drop his hands
and.cruel, and he hugged her again and said she was the kindest mother in the world, and so she went.So little Diamond grew up in the finest house
in Glade, a fat, bright-eyed baby, a ruddy, cheerful boy. He had a sweet singing voice, a true ear, and a love of music, so that his mother, Tuly,
called him Songsparrow and Skylark, among other loving names, for she never really did like "Diamond." He trilled and caroled about the house;
he knew any tune as soon as he heard it, and invented tunes when he heard none. His mother had the wisewoman Tangle teach him The Creation of
Ea and The Deed of the Young King, and at Sunreturn when he was eleven years old he sang the Winter Carol for the Lord of the Western Land,
who was visiting his domain in the hills above Glade. The Lord and his Lady praised the boy's singing and gave him a tiny gold box with a
diamond set in the lid, which seemed a kind and pretty gift to Diamond and his mother. But Golden was a bit impatient with the singing and the
trinkets. "There are more important things for you to do, son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".He helped her stand. He made no spell to
protect or hide them. His strength had been used up. And though there was a great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of that
strange journey into the valley and tricked the wizard into saying his name, she knew no arts or spells, and had no strength left at all..When he
looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom.whale's..and fingers were delicate and elegant, and a
necklace of amethysts gleamed under the torn,.I crossed the full width of the terrace, among S-shaped tables, under avenues of lanterns,.with a set
mouth and clear eyes. "What do you want?" the wizard had asked, knowing what he wanted,.Diamond nodded, suffering, contrite, unrebellious,
unmovable..It was Havnor, his land, where his people were, whether alive or dead he did not know; where Anieb.Grove, he told her that, with Roke
Knoll, it had stood since Segoy made the islands of the world,.think; he could not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he
spoke to. He was."I was told there's a murrain among the cattle here." Now that he wasn't all locked up with cold his voice was beautiful. He talked
like the tale-tellers when they spoke the parts of the heroes and the dragonlords. Maybe he was a teller or a singer? But no; the murrain, he had
said..I smiled but said nothing. She came up to me, took me by the arm, and was again.powers. The Hardic Deed of Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the
hero and the high priest "wrestling,".wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that his training on Roke.receiving
comfort. Rose extracted, dropped, and spat on the last maggot, and said, "Just hand me.They came to the house in Boatwright Street after dark.
They kicked the door in, and Hound,.all. Being as how you have all one man can do with Alder's beeves, you see...".thin woodlands towards the
foothills that hid Mount Onn from the lowlands of Samory..The so-called Six Hundred Runes of Hardic are not the Hardic runes used to write the
ordinary.teach children to do so. This ancient spiritual practice has continued, unofficially and sometimes.told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing
descent both through the male and the female lines, and.he felt cold, cold through, though he was sitting in the full heat of the summer's day. We
are.Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened..house by rights. But after a century of
feuds and fights over it, my granddad let the place go to.few leaves in my mouth and chewed them; they were young, bitter; for the first time since
my.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (78 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].pilot lights; from above poured heat, so possibly it was indeed gas. In the walls I saw recesses.Irian looked from one to the other..again. A
great, desolate anger swelled up in him. There was no good, no good in anything.."Your impression is right. How is it between men and
women?".They had little trust in men. A man had betrayed them. Men had attacked them. It was men's ambitions, they said, that had perverted all
the arts to ends of gain. "We do not deal with their governments," said tall Veil in her mild voice..Silence before. There was a very long
pause..TODAY IN AMMONLEE PETIFARGUE PRODUCED THE SYSTOLIZATION OF THE FIRST ENZOM. THE.the witch "the
wisewoman," but a witch was a witch and her daughter was no fit companion for."Why would you come to the Marsh?" she asked. She had a right
to ask, having taken him in, yet she felt a discomfort in pressing the question..The heap moved, and roused up slowly. They saw it was the curer,
just as he had been, no fires or.I will unmake the islands, the white waves will whelm all.."Ah, ah, ah," said the old wizard.."The one," Rose said.
As suddenly as the ewe had walked off, she went into her house. Dragonfly followed her, but only to the door. Nobody entered a witch's house
uninvited..The deeds and lays that tell of raids by dragons and counterforays by wizards portray the dragons as pitiless as any wild animal,
terrifying, unpredictable, yet intelligent, sometimes wiser than the wizards. Though they speak the True Speech, they are endlessly devious. Some
of them clearly enjoy battles of wits with wizards, "splitting arguments with a forked tongue." Like human beings, all but the greatest of them
conceal their true names. In the lay Hasa's Voyage, the dragons appear as formidable but feeling beings, whose anger at the invading human fleet is
justified by their love of their own desolate domain. They address the hero:."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was going down fast when I left. I'm
needed there."."You have been a witch, Irian?".As they were talking with her master a wagon drew up on the dock and began to unload six familiar
halftun barrels. That's ours," Ivory said, and the ship's master said, "Bound for Hort Town," and Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria."."Back that
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way," said the taverner..He was fortunate in having met a farm heifer, not one of the roaming cattle who would only have.story of Ged and Tenar
had reached its happily-ever-after, I gave the book a subtitle: "The Last.Kargs have maintained a society that appears to be little influenced, except
negatively, by their.Diamond sat in his own sunny room upstairs, on his comfortable bed, hearing his mother singing as she went about the house.
He held the wizard's letter and reread the message and the two runes many times. The cold and sluggish mind that had been born in him that
morning down in the sallows accepted the lesson. No magic. Never again. He had never given his heart to it. It had been a game to him, a game to
play with Darkrose. Even the names of the True Speech that he had learned in the wizard's house, though he knew the beauty and the power that lay
in them, he could let go, let slip, forget. That was not his language..full of sleep and bewilderment and pain..time, Medra was given a vision of
magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as."My son, there is no reason," she said, suddenly passionate, "there is no reason why
you should.In the lore-book from Way, which he brought with him in a spell-sealed box whenever he traveled, were passages concerning the true
refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the
Body of the Moon. He had understood the disguised language of the book to mean that in order to purify pure quicksilver, the fire must be built not
of mere wood but of human corpses. Rereading and pondering the words this night in his room in the barracks, he discerned another possible
meaning in them. There was always another meaning in the words of this lore. Perhaps the book was saying that there must be sacrifice not only of
base flesh but also of inferior spirit. The great fire in the tower should burn not dead bodies but living ones. Living and conscious. Purity from
foulness: bliss from pain. It was all part of the great principle, perfectly clear once seen. He was sure he was right, had at last understood the
technique. But he must not hurry, he must be patient, must make certain. He turned to another passage and compared the two, and brooded over the
book late into the night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his awareness; the boy was trying
some trick or other. Gelluk spoke a single word impatiently, and returned to the marvels of the Allking's realm. He never noticed that his prisoner's
dreams had escaped him..dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the.out of horn, with a tree
carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon.those they hired were in truth slaves, having only their masters to safeguard
them from rival.we can tell it as a story? And for events in times or places outside our own experience, we have.came by and said to his parents,
"Let Otter come to me in the evenings after work. He should learn.wizards most of all.".his mother. He did think about his mother quite often, and
often was homesick, lying on his cot in.Roke School was founded by both men and women, and both men and women taught and learned there
during its first decades; but since during the Dark Time women, witchery, and the Old Powers had all come to be considered unclean, the belief
was already widespread that men must prepare themselves to work "high magic" by scrupulously avoiding "base spells," "Earthlore," and women.
A man unwilling to put himself under the iron control of a spell of chastity could never practice the high arts. He could be no more than a common
sorcerer. Male wizards thus had come to avoid women, refusing to teach them or learn from them. Witches, who almost universally went on
working magic without giving up their sexuality, were described by celibate men as temptresses, unclean, defiling, essentially wicked..Irioth tried
to say he did not want a quarrel. He tried to say that there was work for two. He.could not find it now. Since most of the people around me were
stepping onto an upward ramp, I.prentice to the Isle of the Wise, and soon enough they found a heavy trader bound for Wathort,.above the sea..with
brick walls and bricked-up windows. The door had no bars and no visible lock. But when he.apart. They are safe from sea-pirates in Gont Port. But
their safety is their danger; the long bay.Gelluk was standing still, but his shaking hands were clenched, his whole tall body twitching and
trembling, like a hound that wants to chase but cannot find the scent. He was at a loss. There was the hillside with its grass and bushes in the last of
the sunlight, but there was no entrance. Grass growing out of gravelly dirt; the seamless earth..Reach, to look for dragons. There was a great
longing in his heart to see a dragon. But untimely.the dust down. But it sounded silly all the same..Veil, with her gentle voice and smile, was
implacable. She told Medra that though she had consented to his remaining on Roke, it was to keep watch on him. "You broke through our
defenses once," she said. "All that you say of yourself may be true, and may not. What can you tell me that would make me trust you?".On the first
of his voyages of finding, Medra, or Tern as he was called, sailed northward up the Inmost Sea to Orrimy, where he had been some years before.
There were people of the Hand there whom he trusted. One of them was a man called Crow, a wealthy recluse, who had no gift of magic but a great
passion for what was written, for books of lore and history. It was Crow who had, as he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it.
"Illiterate wizards are the curse of Earthsea!" he cried. "Ignorant power is a bane!" Crow was a strange man, willful, arrogant, obstinate, and, in
defense of his passion, brave. He had defied Losen's power, years before, going to the Port of Havnor in disguise and coming away with four books
from an ancient royal library. He had just obtained, and was vastly proud of, an arcane treatise from Way concerning quicksilver. "Got that from
under Losen's nose too," he said to Tern. "Come have a look at it! It belonged to a famous wizard.".then, because this boy, this soft-headed, spoiled,
moony boy had endeared himself to Hemlock by.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which
way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so they came quite soon to a door. It was not made
of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron bolt worn thin with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting
it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the day dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly
she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees, and the swell of Roke
Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them was the pale-haired man with narrow eyes..anywhere he
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could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his.elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he
had come back to do it all over."He was only a child, and the wizards of that household can't have been wise men, for they used.came to him he
could cure. He laid his hands on them, on the stiff-haired, hot flanks and neck,.Otter walked with unbound hands and no spell on him..Diamond
met his gaze for a moment, looked down, and said nothing.."But we met, we sat, and we could not choose. We said this and said that, but no name
was spoken..which a succession of blurred vehicles raced upward? Now I was completely at a loss. Constantly.realm-for meeting and breeding, and
had seldom even been seen by most of the islanders. Naturally.what Dulse said; sometimes he heard what Dulse thought. He did what Dulse
wanted and what Dulse.looked at him kindly..in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they.He
changed his shape, he changed his name,.After a long pause he went on. "You know that a dragon brought back our Lord Sparrowhawk, with
the.long, and on his breast lay the rune-ring broken..Among sorcerers, few are strictly celibate, and many marry and bring up a family.."You've
already missed it. You'll have to backtrack."."In Havnor, years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there.so,
without a word, on his nameday night, to go off with the witch-girl, leaving all the honest.of riding twenty or thirty miles to restock, they wanted to
cut the tongue out of a steer that had."Col. . . ?" I heard; the word had probably been said more than once, but I did not.went off, still walking
sore-footed, in Bren's old shoes. It made her heart turn in her, seeing.forest and meadow, but the rain will fall, the rivers will run to the sea. The
unstable, mutable,.sparkle. His family had praised him for the trick and made him show it off to visitors; and then.would make me trust
you?".a.b.e-book v3.0 / Notes at EOF.She was there, the sick woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the stranger who
was himself..After Morred, seven more kings and queens ruled from Enlad, and the realm increased steadily in size and prosperity..came up on the
muddy bank, and then the man crouched there, shivering..that; but the one Nemmerle waited for had come and gone of his own will, and what they
had thought.ten days starving in the cold to cure his beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay.he would be the one true king. Alone
among men he would speak the words of making and unmaking. He."Morred's Isle," he said..stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms
all through the western isles. Somewhere.The Kargs are deeply resistant to writing of any kind, considering it to be sorcerous and wicked. They
keep complex accounts and records in weavings of different colors and weights of yarn, and are expert mathematicians, using base twelve; but only
since the Godkings came to power have they employed any kind of symbolic writing, and that sparingly. Bureaucrats and tradesmen of the Empire
adapted the Hardic runes to Kargish, with some simplifications and additions, for purposes of business and diplomacy. But Kargish priests never
learn writing; and many Kargs still write every Hardic rune with a light stroke through it, to cancel out the sorcery that lurks in it..out to be a thief. I
mean, there ought to be a little trust.".Berry's drinking mates at the tavern, a decent enough young fellow, for a cowboy..you are, fire and shadows
and curses and falling down in fits. Uncanny. Always was uncanny, that."I'm afraid.".her a piece of money, a little Enladian crownpiece of
gold..shouting. She felt his prying, tremulous hands on her. She saw him weeping, sick, shamed, and.towns full of thieves. Maybe he thought, at
first, that on Pendor he had found Morred's Isle, for.my friends," he said, "what now?".Her use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the springs. Her
mother and aunt called her Flag when.done? I think there's an evil in us, in humankind. Trust denies it. Leaps across it. Leaps the.to O Port. I was
spared alone from drowning, last night, when a witchwind struck." He was silent.the farmlands of the slopes of Mount Onn, nothing ever changes
much. There a song worth singing is.were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred years ago..for them. But when some of the young men started after
them, there was no path..Ogion shook his head.
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