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She passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the
morning-meal! Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the
money-changer, acquainted him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads
of porters; and the old man took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which
he removed the rest of the food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots
and letters, whilst the old man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Presently a villager passed by [the
pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he
loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted
him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and
that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on
his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke
and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess. So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and
that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with
whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither, coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is
said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the
thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and
he released him..Therewithal Aboulhusn cried out at him and said, "O dog of the sons of Bermek, go down forthright, thou and the master of the
police of the city, to such a place in such a street and deliver a hundred dinars to the mother of Aboulhusn the Wag and bear her my salutation.
[Then, go to such a mosque] and take the four sheikhs and the Imam and beat each of them with four hundred lashes and mount them on beasts,
face to tail, and go round with them about all the city and banish them to a place other than the city; and bid the crier make proclamation before
them, saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso multiplieth words and molesteth his neighbours and stinteth them of their
delights and their eating and drinking!'" Jaafer received the order [with submission] and answered with ["Hearkening and] obedience;" after which
he went down from before Aboulhusn to the city and did that whereunto he had bidden him..How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i.
50..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..Next morning, the old woman said to him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand
and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy
case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As
he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he
looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him
and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called
to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took him up and carried him forth of that place..Then El Abbas took
leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting
at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst
his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he
concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said
to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of
vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out
inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her
chamber and indeed passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she
took the lute and sang the following verses:.Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently,
the master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered
and fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men
took him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and
fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the
bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his
ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..102. The Apples of Paradise
ccccxii.? ? ? ? ? And I to you swore that a lover I was; God forbid that with treason mine oath I ensue!.So she sent for him in private and said to
him, 'I purpose to do thee a service, so thou canst but keep a secret.' He promised her all that she desired and she discovered to him her secret in the
matter of her daughter, saying, 'I will marry thee to her and commit to thee the governance of her affair and make thee king and ruler over this city.'
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He thanked her and promised to uphold all that she should order him, and she said to him, 'Go forth to such an one of the neighbouring provinces
privily.' So he went forth and on the morrow she made ready bales and gear and presents and bestowed on him a great matter, all of which they
loaded on the backs of camels..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..Three Young
Men, El Hejjaj and the, i. 53..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be king over
them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long dissension,
they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king and that they
would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came forth to the
utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and setting up the
throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with any of them till
he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him and placing the
crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and to
leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of
her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death they're rent.32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth
dxxxiv.?STORY OF THE HAWK AND THE LOCUST..Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at
the upper end of the hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present
were bewildered and the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise
thyself, and gainsay me not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this.
Doth any praise himself? What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.When she had made an end of her
song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like
subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the
following verses;.? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but hear,.I
went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered
to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit." Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the
cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from
him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and
said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great
crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode
extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that
oppressor.'.?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad
cclxxxii.Pious Woman accused of Lewdness, The, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but
once a year, and but a little stay..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it to the nurse, charged her keep the
secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport. Then said she,
"By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this correspondence and of these verses."
And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is void of care; so return him an answer
and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.King Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er
Rehwan, i. 215..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to
my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..Disciple's Story, The, i. 283..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, Your
camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues
evermore are blessed and benign;.Now this servant was of the sons of the kings and had fled from his father, on account of an offence he had
committed. Then he went and took service with King Bihkerd and there happened to him what happened. After awhile, it chanced that a man
recognized him and went and told his father, who sent him a letter, comforting his heart and mind and [beseeching him] to return to him. So he
returned to his father, who came forth to meet him and rejoiced in him, and the prince's affairs were set right with him..The old man took the
casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to
relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el
Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us
presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By
Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following
verses:.Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and
kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I
like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she
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expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he
question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he carried her with him to the city and established her in his
lodging and entreated her kindly..Sixteen Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? He, who
Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate assigned..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii."O king,"
answered the youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness
magnified and it is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He
commandeth unto clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou
purposest to put to death is as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And
what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of
marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more
loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to
make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to
beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the
chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;"
and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It
was intoxicated me with bliss and ravishment..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love
and longing pain.65. The Simpleton and the Sharper dclii.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..Barmecides, Haroun er
Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and
taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said,
'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death
for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but
that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve
him..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).? ? ? ? ? d.
The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dl.A friend of mine once invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his
house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this
day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this."
(125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among
them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my
shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of
loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of
him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious
Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold
cccxl.All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.11. The Hermits cxlviii.Then I
took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before
him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with
the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying,
'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212)
there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and
session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind
him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take
horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate
and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof
nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall
die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of
his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from
falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will;
we most submit..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he
came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they
would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast
the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these
georgiana.pdf
Page 3/12

Georgiana

[wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this
villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with
them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell
them was on this wise..As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door. Quoth
Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered and sat
down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof." And the
king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my lord and
master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and indeed the
poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..To return to his wife
and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all manner of calamity
and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him neither fell in with
aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed perfidious fortune,
bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.? ? ? ? ? Ne'er shall I them forget, nay, nor the day they went.Now the king of the Greeks
heard tell of the damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in
marriage of Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the
Greeks hath sent to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to
bespeak me thus? Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let
us look to the issues of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and
indeed I have written to the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is
living, but concealed his affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would
we have our back strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to
Tuhfeh's pavilion and bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his
breast and seated her on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till
Er Reshid was moved to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O
Commander of the Faithful, I would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go
forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said,
'Thou shouldst have named this before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in
accordance with the saying of the poet in the following verses:.Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said,
"When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my
mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the
time is past for which I engaged with my people and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child
other than myself and cannot brook to be parted from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him,
"O my lord, and which of the kings is thy father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and
the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount
with him an hundred and twenty and four thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of
whom give ear unto my word and obey my commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and
lineage and passedst thyself off for a wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What
shall be our excuse with thee, and thou of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me
to requite thee, what while I live, though I be far distant from thee.".?THE SIXTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Whenas the soul desireth one other
than its peer, ii 207..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his
day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an
assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than
he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled
and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her
whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon
Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to
consume, from the East to the West, might avail..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Midmost the watches of the night I see thee,
in a dream; A lying dream, for he I love my love doth not repay..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand
dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when
she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of
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those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay
hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee
to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and
all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain
door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and
obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden
them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it
heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he
returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and
went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a
crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this
woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending
that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ? ? What strength
have I solicitude and long desire to bear? Why art thou purposed to depart and leave me to despair?.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his Wife Fatimeh
dcccclxxxix-Mi.? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind and his Visier dccccxxviii.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with
Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me
of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell
me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me
who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And
indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of
various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of
the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to
the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess
did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to
live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and
peopleth the tombs..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the
merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they
directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he
went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he
was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he
betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man
grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make
thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the
merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.So the notary went up to the lieutenant, who was among the witnesses, and said "It is well. Is she not
such an one whose marriage contract we drew up in such a place?" Then he betook himself to the woman's house and cried out upon her;
whereupon she brought him the [forged] contract and he took it and returned with it to the lieutenant of police. When the latter had taken
cognizance [of the document and professed himself satisfied, the assessor] said [to the notary,] "Go to our lord and master, the Cadi of the Cadis,
and acquaint him with that which befalleth his assessors." The notary rose to go, but the lieutenant of police feared [for himself] and was profuse in
beseeching the assessor and kissing his hands, till he forgave him; whereupon the lieutenant went away in the utterest of concern and affright. On
this wise the assessor ordered the case and carried out the forgery and feigned marriage with the woman; [and thus was calamity warded off from
him] by the excellence of his contrivance." (121).Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii.
171..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled
physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me
and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and
doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out
to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there
appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..On the morrow, he
betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the
singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the
woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she
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wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the
druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee
at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but
that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was
assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the
door..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a
wag and do rarities and oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou
gavest me, and I was ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here,
if I possessed thy wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the
hundred dinars and the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine
oath.".? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.63. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh ccclxxxiii.Then he bade lodge him near himself
and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that the water therein
was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we
people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to
women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that
the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of the city, wherefore I
knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess.
Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed
overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I
was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet
have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.127. The
Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and
question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for
him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings
of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and
the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince
and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the
Green Meadow." (96).When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So
Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? An you'd of evil be quit, look that no
evil yon do; Nay, but do good, for the like God will still render to you..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place of ease and cheer, Still, like the
moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away.
So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el
Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for
it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name
one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!" Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following
verses:.Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas,
(148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in
his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih
came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the
Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his
master..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..When the day departed
and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who presented himself to him and he questioned him of the
story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.63. Haroun er Reshid and the Two Girls dcli.On this wise I abode a while of time, every day
shooting an elephant, whereupon my master came and carried it away, till, one day, as I sat hidden in the tree, there came up elephants without
number, roaring and trumpeting, so that meseemed the earth trembled for the din. They all made for the tree whereon I was and the girth whereof
was fifty cubits, and compassed it about. Then a huge elephant came up to the tree and winding his trunk about it, tugged at it, till he plucked it up
by the roots and cast it to the ground. I fell among the elephants, and the great elephant, coming up to me, as I lay aswoon for affright, wound his
trunk about me and tossing me on to his back, made off with me, accompanied by the others; nor did he leave faring on with me, and I absent from
the world, till he brought me to a certain place and casting me down from off his back, went away, followed by the rest. I lay there awhile, till my
trouble subsided and my senses returned to me, when I sat up, deeming myself in a dream, and found myself on a great hill, stretching far and wide
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and all of elephants' bones. So I knew that this was their burial-place and that they had brought me thither on account of the bones..67. Haroun er
Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made
Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied
out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in
triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet
dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and
deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou
errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and
majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out
against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God;
so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had]
withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me.
Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the
multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who
advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the
hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed
from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together
those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise,
whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His
aid.'.One day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the
boon-companion and Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself,
whilst Jaafer [and Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by
the privy gate, to the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of
the thoroughfare street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of
aspect and apparel. He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed
the others certain of his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the
like of her grace, and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the
trouble. So now I desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy
barrack, till I come to thee and see her.'.? ? ? ? ? It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, As it glitters and gleams midst its boughs, were a sky.? ? ? ? ?
As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..They knew him forthright and rising to
him, kissed his hands and rejoiced in him and said to him, 'O our lord, in good sooth, thou art a king and the son of a king, and we desire thee
nought but good and beseech [God to grant] thee continuance. Consider how God hath rescued thee from this thy wicked uncle, who sent thee to a
place whence none came ever off alive, purposing not in this but thy destruction; and indeed thou fellest into [peril of] death and God delivered
thee therefrom. So how wilt thou return and cast thyself again into thine enemy's hand? By Allah, save thyself and return not to him again. Belike
thou shall abide upon the face of the earth till it please God the Most High [to vouchsafe thee relief]; but, if thou fall again into his hand, he will not
suffer thee live a single hour.'.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.When the affair was prolonged upon the three
sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst buy him for us,
do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the money-changer
went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows and sell me the
ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems. Accordingly the
money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the price and
delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for less than ten
thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them thereto but this
ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..As for the king their
father, he abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each
other. The kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him
and still invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the
Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to
us of the story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more
diverting than that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Thief, A Merry
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Jest of a, ii. 186..Then the king acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the
issues of affairs?' And they all marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue
of thine affair and dealt deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his
mother and they rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous
than the lack of looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".Then
said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a
nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.'
And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a
liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour
with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire
on his account, yet could she not speak..Therewithal the young man was moved to delight and exclaimed, "By Allah, thou sayest well, O Sitt el
Milan! Let me hear more." Then he handselled her with fifty dinars and they drank and the cups went round among them; and her seller said to her,
"O Sitt el Milah, this is the season of leave-taking; so let us hear somewhat on the subject." Accordingly she struck the lute and avouching that
which was in her heart, sang the following verses:.?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.? ? ?
? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..30. Isaac of Mosul's
Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..As for the princess Mariyeh, when she
returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of him took
root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El Abbas had
written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a damsel of her
slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret; to wit, I
would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for her.".God
knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God
accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but
he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and
begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door
and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to
the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God
bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who
praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'"
"Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following
verses:.So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all [present] came up to kiss the earth before him
and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth,
said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place and the fire the habitation of thine enemies!
May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all] cities and ruler of [all] countries!".The Fourth
Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? So be thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me
quite..The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to
me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed
myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and
errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II. pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of
Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its
markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair,"
(8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I
take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord
alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and
acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and
fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..Whenas mine eyes behold thee not, that day, iii. 47..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone
and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl
and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the
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singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she
to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will
do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying,
she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..Then she went away, and when the girl's master came, she
sought his leave to go with the old woman and he granted her leave. So the beldam took her and carried her to the king's door. The damsel entered
with her, unknowing whither she went, and beheld a goodly house and chambers adorned [with gold and colours] that were no idol's chambers.
Then came the king and seeing her beauty and grace, went up to her, to kiss her; whereupon she fell down in a fit and strove with her hands and
feet. When he saw this, he was solicitous for her and held aloof from her and left her; but the thing was grievous to her and she refused meat and
drink, and as often as the king drew near her, she fled from him in affright, wherefore he swore by Allah that he would not approach her, save with
her consent, and fell to guerdoning her with trinkets and raiment, but she only redoubled in aversion to him..? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I
forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth
they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget him my dear!".? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its
entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer
ccxcvi.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..To return to his sister
Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news
of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence;
and she recited the following verses:.Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been reared, and she was a woman of
understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun and finding her in yet sorrier
plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and questioning her, till she exacted
of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her, whereupon the queen related to
her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself before her and said to her, 'This
is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of my son rather than defend myself
by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may fend off reproach from herself" And
nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as
thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the king and hear what he saith and
contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'
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