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Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they married them,

after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two princes went in to

their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..Then, when he rode to his house that he had

bought, the shopkeeper and his wife came to him and gave him joy of his safety; whereupon he ordered them three swift thoroughbred horses and

ten dromedaries and an hundred head of sheep and clad them both in sumptuous dresses of honour. Then he chose out ten slave-girls and ten black

slaves and fifty horses and the like number of she- camels and three hundred head of sheep, together with twenty ounces of musk and as many of

camphor, and sent all this to the King of Baghdad. When this came to Ins ben Cais, his wit fled for joy and he was perplexed wherewithal to requite

him. Moreover, El Abbas gave gifts and largesse and bestowed dresses of honour upon great and small, each after the measure of his station, save

only Mariyeh; for unto her he sent nothing..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people

raise high..Ilan Shah and Abou Temam, Story of, i. 126..Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, ii. 219..When she had made an end of her song,

Sherareh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred

dresses of brocade and an hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red

anemone; so she took the cup from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and

improvised the following verses:.Abbas (El) and the King's Daughter of Baghdad, iii. 53..13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal ccxci.When a

year had elapsed, there came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that,

when there came a ship to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first

of all] shown to the king, who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who

should go up to the ship and seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..Aboulhusn abode with his wife in eating and

drinking and all delight of life, till all that was with them was spent, when he said to her, "Harkye, O Nuzhet el Fuad!" "At thy service," answered

she, and he said, "I have it in mind to play a trick on the Khalif and thou shalt do the like with the Lady Zubeideh, and we will take of them, in a

twinkling, two hundred dinars and two pieces of silk." "As thou wilt," answered she; "but what thinkest thou to do?" And he said,"We will feign

ourselves dead and this is the trick. I will die before thee and lay myself out, and do thou spread over me a kerchief of silk and loose [the muslin of]

my turban over me and tie my toes and lay on my heart a knife, and a little salt. (35) Then let down thy hair and betake thyself to thy mistress

Zubeideh, tearing thy dress and buffeting thy face and crying out. She will say to thee, 'What aileth thee?' and do thou answer her, saying, 'May thy

head outlive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." She will mourn for me and weep and bid her treasuress give thee a hundred dinars and a piece

of silk and will say to thee, 'Go lay him out and carry him forth [to burial].' So do thou take of her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and come

back, and when thou returnest to me, I will rise up and thou shalt lie down in my place, and I will go to the Khalif and say to him, 'May thy head

outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!' and tear my dress and pluck at my beard. He will mourn for thee and say to his treasurer, 'Give Aboulhusn a hundred

dinars and a piece of silk.' Then he will say to me, 'Go; lay her out and carry her forth;' and I will come back to thee.".153. Julnar of the Sea and her

Son King Bedr Basim of Persia iccxxxviii.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177)

and fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door

on me and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and

went out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty

gibbets set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the

reason of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the

Khalif found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite

thee with good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men,

wherefore praise be to God!.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..Noureddin Ali of Damascus and Sitt el Milan, iii, 3..17. The

Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission, and when he came before them,

they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him and there befell familiar converse

between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and therein, for a wonder, was a roasted

francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him, "What is the meaning of thy

laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah, O my lord," answered the

highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this wise. In the days of my

youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein. So I said to him, 'Leave

these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I said, 'Needs must I take

the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I slay thee.' As we were

in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he slayeth me unjustly and
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letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to that which he said, but

slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.When

she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the

Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious

place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for

brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost

husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the

forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her

report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So

let the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..? ? ? ? ? Upon that day my loves my presence did depart;.Then he turned to a damsel of the

damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be

indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said

to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave,

said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed

his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It

sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted

from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for

laughter..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..? ? ? ? ?

d. The Tailor's Story cxxxvii.103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia dccxciv.When they knew that there was left him no

estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart,

and he return to his former case, so should their plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that

which he had known from that man nor would forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose

(78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there

proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of

Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is

exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers. He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down

twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve

mansions there are three hundred and threescore [degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and

was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated

themselves into his favour and corrupted his counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and

put him away..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and

blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know

that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and

God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from

the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved

of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE

DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).? ? ? ? ? The intercessor who to thee herself presenteth veiled Is not her like who naked comes with thee to

intercede.'.Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the

Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it

not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their

faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was

on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman

money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and

abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the wrecks, wrought of them the semblance

of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this water into the inward of the mountain. If it

bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall [but] perish, even as my companions have

perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and

crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on

the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the stream..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife

cccciv.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to
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Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered

the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the

palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found

her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her

quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her

affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do

what seemeth good to thee.".As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and

made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and

guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode,

ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving

to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad

and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.God judge betwixt me and her lord! Away, i. 48..?

? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen,

sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it,

[bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said

to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the

prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it

[for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154)

wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old

man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? Some with religion themselves concern and make it their business all; Sitting, (53) they weep

for the pains of hell and still for mercy bawl!.Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the Khalif, iii. 171..57.

Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Lo! in the garden-ways, the place

of ease and cheer, Still, like the moon at full, my light thou mayst espy..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy return, Slumber, indeed,

for ever my wakeful lids would flee..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in

answer can I say..As for the eunuch, the chamberlain, who had counselled King Dadbin [not to slay her, but] to [cause] carry her to the desert [and

there abandon her], she bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and said to him, "The like of thee it behoveth kings to hold in favour and set

in high place, for that thou spokest loyally and well, and a man is still requited according to his deed." And Kisra the king invested him with the

governance of one of the provinces of his empire. Know, therefore, O king," continued the youth, "that whoso doth good is requited therewith and

he who is guiltless of sin and reproach feareth not the issue of his affair. And I, O king, am free from guilt, wherefore I trust in God that He will

show forth the truth and vouchsafe me the victory over enemies and enviers.".Therewithal El Abbas smiled and her verses pleased him. Then he

bade the fourth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Morocco and her name was Belekhsha. So she came forward and

taking the lute and the psaltery, tightened the strings thereof and smote thereon in many modes; then returned to the first mode and improvising,

sang the following verses:.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to

Tuhfeh and kissing her hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply

ourselves to the wedding (203) and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with

Tuhfeh to the garden for the rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds,

nightingale and mocking-bird and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels

(205) were of gold and silver and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it

were the Garden of Eden. (206).? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might

do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became

dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him

and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the

destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about

within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with

his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast

himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a

slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth

lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his

bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves

from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and despair..SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD THE PORTER..14. The Mouse and
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the Weasel cl.42. The Loves of Jubeir ben Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and sending

for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and said,

"Know, O king of the age, that.When Dabdin heard this, he burnt with rage and said to one of his eunuchs, (115) 'Go and slay her in her chamber.'

But the eunuch said to him, 'O king, may God prolong thy continuance! Indeed, the killing of her may not be at this time; but do thou bid one of

thine eunuchs take her up on a camel and carry her to one of the trackless deserts and cast her down there; so, if she be at fault, God shall cause her

to perish, and if she be innocent, He will deliver her, and the king shall be free from sin against her, for that this damsel is dear to thee and thou

slewest her father by reason of thy love for her.' Quoth the king, 'By Allah, thou sayst sooth!' Then he bade one of his eunuchs carry her on a camel

to one of the far-off deserts and there leave her and go away, and he forbade [him] to prolong her torment. So he took her up and betaking himself

with her to the desert, left her there without victual or water and returned, whereupon she made for one of the [sand-]hills and ranging stones before

her [in the form of a prayer-niche], stood praying..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.53. King Kelyaad (231) of

Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and

bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One

Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight

and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them

the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to

the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..21. Kemerezzeman and

Budour clxx.Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to

divert herself with gazing upon the show, and when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had

brought back with him of herds and slaves and slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? And troubles,

too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to

my soul for thy sake were decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..Then he brought out the casket of

jewellery [and showed it to an expert,] who told him that the trinkets were gilt and that their worth was but an hundred dirhems. When he heard

this, he was sore concerned thereat and presenting himself before the Sultan's deputy, made his complaint to him; whereupon the latter knew that a

trick had been put off upon him and that the folk had cozened him and gotten the better of him and taken his stuffs. Now the magistrate in question

was a man of good counsel and judgment, well versed in affairs; so he said to the draper, "Remove somewhat from thy shop, [and amongst the rest

the casket,] and on the morrow break the lock and cry out and come to me and complain that they have plundered all thy shop. Moreover, do thou

call [upon God for succour] and cry aloud and acquaint the folk, so that all the people may resort to thee and see the breach of the lock and that

which is missing from thy shop; and do thou show it to every one who presenteth himself, so the news may be noised abroad, and tell them that thy

chief concern is for a casket of great value, deposited with thee by a great man of the town and that thou standest in fear of him. But be thou not

afraid and still say in thy converse, 'My casket belonged to such an one, and I fear him and dare not bespeak him; but you, O company and all ye

who are present, I call you to witness of this for me.' And if there be with thee more than this talk, [say it;] and the old woman will come to

thee.".Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in

a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it

was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto

her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.Son, The Rich

Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of

lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him,

because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise

gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should

make default in the condition aforesaid]..Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his

ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took

him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban from his head and were about to bind his eyes,

when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not

so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and

cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,'

answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided him and the folk marvelled and extolled the

perfection of God the Most High..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath turned mine

enemy!.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the

way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in

the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not
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the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee

without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]."

And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will

take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine,

ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? Yea, so but Selma in the dust my bedfellow may prove, Fair fall it thee! In heaven or hell I reck not if it be..After a few days, his

brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and

what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was

grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they

deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they

journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the

guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she

would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..There was once a sage of the sages, who had three sons and sons' sons, and when

they waxed many and their posterity multiplied, there befell dissension between them. So he assembled them and said to them, 'Be ye one hand

(219) against other than you and despise (220) not [one another,] lest the folk despise you, and know that the like of you is as the rope which the

man cut, when it was single; then he doubled [it] and availed not to cut it; on this wise is division and union. And beware lest ye seek help of others

against yourselves (221) or ye will fall into perdition, for by whosesoever means ye attain your desire, (222) his word (223) will have precedence of

(224) your word. Now I have wealth which I will bury in a certain place, so it may be a store for you, against the time of your need.'.Then Selim

turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered

she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent

who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us;

and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching

the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered,

she and her handmaid..151. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo, a Sequel to the Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty dccviil.28. Ibrahim ben el

Mehdi and the Barber-surgeon cclxxiii.? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks

do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..A certain assessor was one day taken with a woman and much people

assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door. The assessor looked out of window and

seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an one." So he came down and they said to

him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife

by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is

the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and come down and show us the contract."

And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter, he had written the contract and

fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as witnesses and forged the signatures of

the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an excuse. (119) So, when the woman

was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant of his, to bring her to her father. So

the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the Amir; but let the witnesses (120)

present themselves and take my contract.".? ? ? ? ? The absent ones' harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to

rue..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..? ? ? ? ? Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er Have I eaten of flesh, save in public

(57) it were..They have departed, but the steads yet full of them remain, ii. 239..And when she had made an end of her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ?

He shot me with the shafts of looks launched from an eyebrow's (138) bow; A chamberlain (139) betwixt his eyes hath driven me to despair..? ? ? ?

? When the flies light on food, from the platter my hand I raise, though my spirit should long for the fare;.When the messenger came to King

Azadbekht and he read the letter and the present was laid before him, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and occupied himself with eating and

drinking, hour after hour. But the chief Vizier of his Viziers came to him and said, "0 king, know that Isfehend the Vizier is thine enemy, for that

his soul liketh not that which thou hast done with him, and the message that he hath sent thee [is a trick; so] rejoice thou not therein, neither be thou

deluded by the sweetness of his words and the softness of his speech." The king hearkened [not] to his Vizier's speech, but made light of the matter

and presently, [dismissing it from his thought], busied himself with that which he was about of eating and drinking and merrymaking and delight.?

? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Meimoun was silent and Iblis

turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each

shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this

cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and improvising, sang the following verses:.He returned them the most gracious of answers

and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I
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will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his

father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had

sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding

stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif

Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes

and the Wolf dccccxxi.The Twelfth Night of the Month..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs,

private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169)

of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over

them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of

them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a

virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's

righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will

do evil.".There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of

discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to

God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the

Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most

High.'.91. The Schoolmaster who Fell in Love by Report ccccii.There was once a man of fortune, who lost his wealth, and chagrin and melancholy

got the mastery of him, so that he became an idiot and lost his wit. There abode with him of his wealth about a score of dinars and he used to beg

alms of the folk, and that which they gave him he would gather together and lay to the dinars that were left him. Now there was in that town a

vagabond, who made his living by sharping, and he knew that the idiot had somewhat of money; so he fell to spying upon him and gave not over

watching him till he saw him put in an earthen pot that which he had with him of money and enter a deserted ruin, where he sat down, [as if] to

make water, and dug a hole, in which he laid the pot and covering it up, strewed earth upon the place. Then he went away and the sharper came and

taking what was in the pot, covered it up again, as it was..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its

issues evermore are blessed and benign;.Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who

had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah.

(177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each

damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were

the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that

which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her

instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over

her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time

went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and

red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..? ? ? ? ? h. The Serpent-Charmer and his Wife dcxiv.Then they told the damsel, who

came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and wept. She was moved to compassion for him and

gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the chamberlain and told him that she was in the

king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed

his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour. Now this old woman was goodly of speech

and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's slave girls and sell them these [perfumes]

and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went out and making her way to the palace,

went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who

created this enchanting wight!".? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if he

transgress..? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've crossed, how many a desert

dread!.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and oddities!"

Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was ashamed to

ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy wealth, I should

make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and the piece of silk;

and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".Officer's Story, The

Sixteenth, ii. 193..113. Noureddin Ali and Sitt el Milah dcccclviii.?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..Now, when the draper saw the

turban-cloth, he resolved to put away his wife and waited but till he should get together that which was obligatory on him of the dowry and what

not else, (56) for fear of her people. When the old woman arose in the morning, she took the young man and carried him to the draper's house. The
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wife opened the door to her and the ill-omened old woman entered with him and said to the lady, "Go, fetch that which thou wouldst have

fine-drawn and give it to my son." So saying, she locked the door on her, whereupon the young man forced her and did his occasion of her and

went forth. Then said the old woman to her, "Know that this is my son and that he loved thee with an exceeding love and was like to lose his life

for longing after thee. So I practised on thee with this device and came to thee with this turban-cloth, which is not thy husband's, but my son's. Now

have I accomplished my desire; so do thou trust in me and I will put a trick on thy husband for the setting thee right with him, and thou wilt be

obedient to me and to him and to my son." (57) And the wife answered, saying, "It is well. Do so.".Women's Craft, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? When clear'd

my sky was by the sweet of our foregathering And not a helper there remained to disuniting Fate,.Then the old queen and her daughter and

son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day; so

they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and

made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast

behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of

duresse..? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed

we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian

satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which

thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king,

may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which

were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which

God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets

and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years

and lives, upon you ever wait!.Merry Jest of a Thief, A, ii. 186..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.So the young man went

to his lodging and fetching a purse, returned to the girl's owner and counted out to him the price aforesaid, whilst the draper was between them.

Then said he, "Bring her forth;" but the other answered, "She cannot come forth at this present; but be thou my guest the rest of this day and night,

and on the morrow thou shall take thy slave-girl and go in the protection of God." The youth fell in with him of this and he carried him to his

house, where, after a little, he let bring meat and wine, and they [ate and] drank. Then said Noureddin to the girl's owner, "I beseech thee bring me

the damsel, for that I bought her not but for the like of this time." So he arose and [going in to the girl], said to her, "O Sitt el Milan, the young man

hath paid down thy price and we have bidden him hither; so he hath come to our dwelling and we have entertained him, and he would fain have

thee be present with him."
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