
Cold Crash

COLD CRASH
Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again

to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he

who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke

sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and

jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one

who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet

el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari and the

Sixteen Officers of, ii. 117..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought himself a

carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's habit and fell

to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs prospered and their

case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..But she said, 'There is a thing

wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will

bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this

unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and

going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign

thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.' The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and

fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and

intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead,

for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also

desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for

shamefastness before God the Most High.'.It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers

and taking him prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him,

said, 'This is no robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather

death for himself; so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth,

but that we look into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should

serve him..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the

kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise,

understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty.

The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of

time..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is

the regal estate..Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is left you?" "O king," answered they,

"there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed evil to this youth and it hath reverted

upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have fallen ourselves therein." So the king

bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which is right. Then Azadbekht and his

wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died all; and extolled be the perfection

of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever! Amen..42. The Loves of Jubeir ben

Umeir and the Lady Budour cccxxvii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the

earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying, "How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then

said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered, saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who

hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,]

the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master

of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to

him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the

dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of

her; and thus I did on the morrow..? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For in its drinking is my hope and all I hold

most dear..King of Ind and his Vizier, The, ii. 105..When they knew that there was left him no estate that the king might covet, they feared lest he

be brought to release him, by the incidence of the vizier's [good] counsel upon the king's heart, and he return to his former case, so should their

plots be marred and their ranks degraded, for that they knew that the king would have need of that which he had known from that man nor would
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forget that wherewith he was familiar in him. Now it befell that a certain man of corrupt purpose (78) found a way to the perversion of the truth and

a means of glozing over falsehood and adorning it with a semblance of fair-seeming and there proceeded from him that wherewith the hearts of the

folk were occupied, and their minds were corrupted by his lying tales; for that he made use of Indian subtleties and forged them into a proof for the

denial of the Maker, the Creator, extolled be His might and exalted be He! Indeed, God is exalted and magnified above the speech of the deniers.

He avouched that it is the planets (79) that order the affairs of all creatures and he set down twelve mansions to twelve signs [of the Zodiac] and

made each sign thirty degrees, after the number of the days of the month, so that in twelve mansions there are three hundred and threescore

[degrees], after the number of the days of the year; and he wrought a scheme, wherein he lied and was an infidel and denied [God]. Then he got

possession of the king's mind and the enviers and haters aided him against the vizier and insinuated themselves into his favour and corrupted his

counsel against the vizier, so that he suffered of him that which he suffered and he banished him and put him away..66. El Mutelemmis and his

Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.Old Woman, the Merchant and the

King, The, i. 265..The Fifteenth Night of the Month..As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years and was admitted to the mercy of God the

Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto kings and let make recitations and readings of

the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told month, at the end of which time he sat down on the

throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished

grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people prayed for him and loved him and invoked on

him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted

to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his

troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii.

203..Hind and his Vizier, The King of, ii. 105..Presently, up came the old woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of

her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer;

and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round

about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily,

Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her

the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way

of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was appeased. (60).When three nights had passed over her with their days of the second

month, she despaired of him and her tears dried not up. Then she resolved to take up her abode in the city and making choice of a dwelling,

removed thither. The folk resorted to her from all parts, to sit with her and hearken to her speech and witness her good breeding; nor was it but a

little while ere the king of the city died and the folk fell out concerning whom they should invest with the kingship after him, so that strife was like

to betide between them. However, the men of judgment and understanding and the folk of experience counselled them to make the youth king who

had lost his brother, for that they doubted not but Selma was a man. They all consented unto this and betaking themselves to Selma, proffered her

the kingship. She refused, but they were instant with her, till she consented, saying in herself, 'My sole desire in [accepting] the kingship is [to find]

my brother.' Then they seated her on the throne of the kingdom and set the crown on her head, whereupon she addressed herself to the business of

administration and to the ordinance of the affairs of the people; and they rejoiced in her with the utmost joy..When Bekhtzeman heard this, he

awoke from his heedlessness and said, 'Extolled be the perfection of God the Great! O king, this is my case and my story, nothing added and

nought diminished, for I am King Bekhtzeman and all this happened to me; wherefore I will seek the gate of God['s mercy] and repent unto Him.'

So he went forth to one of the mountains and there worshipped God awhile, till one night, as he slept, one appeared to him in a dream and said to

him, 'O Bekhtzeman, God accepteth thy repentance and openeth on thee [the gate of succour] and will further thee against thine enemy.' When he

was certified of this in the dream, he arose and turned back, intending for his own city; and when he drew near thereunto, he saw a company of the

king's retainers, who said to him, 'Whence art thou? We see that thou art a stranger and fear for thee from this king, for that every stranger who

enters this city, he destroys him, of his fear of King Bekhtzeman.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'None shall hurt him nor advantage him save God the Most

High.' And they answered, saying, 'Indeed, he hath a vast army and his heart is fortified in the multitude of his troops.'.So they wrapped him in the

shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over

him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the

woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper,

'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he

should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself, 'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house,

he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise, thou, and go away.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and the Cook

cclxxiii.Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my friends told me. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee.

Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without a friend

to whom I may complain..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my
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lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone,

smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to

whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house,

comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the

finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man

aforesaid]..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted

with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in

company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said,

"Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he

answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said, "I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the

lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.? ? ? ? ? God to a tristful lover be light! A man of wit, Yet perishing for yearning and body-worn is

he..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves

accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment regale.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king.

"How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.One day, as he went wandering about the streets,

he espied a woman of the utmost beauty and grace, and what he saw of her charms amazed him and there betided him what made him forget his

present plight. She accosted him and jested with him and he besought her of foregathering and companionship. She consented to this and said to

him, 'Let us go to thy lodging.' With this he repented and was perplexed concerning his affair and grieved for that which must escape him of her

company by reason of the straitness of his hand, (261) for that he had no jot of spending money. But he was ashamed to say, 'No,' after he had made

suit to her; so he went on before her, bethinking him how he should rid himself of her and casting about for an excuse which he might put off on

her, and gave not over going from street to street, till he entered one that had no issue and saw, at the farther end, a door, whereon was a

padlock..Noureddin thanked him and they entered the slave-merchant's house. When the people of the house saw Abou Nuwas, they rose to do him

worship, for that which they knew of his station with the Commander of the Faithful. Moreover, the slave-dealer himself came up to them with two

chairs, and they seated themselves thereon. Then the slave-merchant went into the house and returning with the slave-girl, as she were a

willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, clad in a vest of damask silk and tired with a black and white turban, the ends whereof fell down over her face,

seated her on a chair of ebony; after which quoth he to those who were present, "I will discover to you a face as it were a full moon breaking forth

from under a cloud." And they said, "Do so." So he unveiled the damsel's face and behold, she was like the shining sun, with comely shape and

day-bright face and slender [waist and heavy] hips; brief, she was endowed with elegance, the description whereof existeth not, [and was] even as

saith of her the poet:.Then she discovered to him a part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said

to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How

shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking

up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its

fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or

crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady, what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of

wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.Then he

returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who

would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying,

'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his

head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put

him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put

him to death..11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked

therein merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived

[in due course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had

died, leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be

stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they

obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so

that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do

her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.62. Aboulaswed and his

Squinting Slave-girl dcli.?THE SIXTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..THE SEVENTH VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE

SAILOR..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down

and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou
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desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand

dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the

contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the

rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her

master, on deposit..? ? ? ? ? a. Nimeh ben er Rebya and Num his Slave-girl ccxxxvii.Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and bestowed

on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So there fell

dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the mastership of the

police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these wicked viziers

endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to thee and still

kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against me and

sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in requital of

that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my honour among

the kings.".All this while, Selim lay in shackles and strait prison, and melancholy possessed him by reason of that whereinto he had fallen of that

tribulation. Then, when troubles waxed on him and affliction was prolonged, he fell sick of a sore sickness. When the cook saw his plight (and

indeed he was like to perish for much suffering), he loosed him from the shackles and bringing him forth of the prison, committed him to an old

woman, who had a nose the bigness of a jug, and bade her tend him and medicine him and serve him and entreat him kindly, so haply he might be

made whole of that his sickness. So the old woman took him and carrying him to her lodging, fell to tending him and giving him to eat and drink;

and when he was quit of that torment, he recovered from his malady..10. The Enchanted Horse ccxlir.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? xa. The Old Woman and the

Draper's Wife dccccxvii.As for Er Reshid, he shut himself up with Tuhfeh that night and found her a clean maid and rejoiced in her; and she took

high rank in his heart, so that he could not endure from her a single hour and committed to her the keys of the affairs of the realm, for that which he

saw in her of good breeding and wit and modesty. Moreover, he gave her fifty slave-girls and two hundred thousand dinars and clothes and trinkets

and jewels and precious stones, worth the kingdom of Egypt; and of the excess of his love for her, he would not entrust her to any of the slave-girls

or eunuchs; but, whenas he went out from her, he locked the door upon her and took the key with him, against he should return to her, forbidding

the damsels to go in to her, of his fear lest they should slay her or practise on her with knife or poison; and on this wise he abode awhile..The

Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.?STORY OF THE THIEF AND THE WOMAN..Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii

207..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii.

30..The Tenth Night of the Month..Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger

against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and

found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden,

with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it

to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the

goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to

question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite,

for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I

did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he sent her a black

slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels, worth other three

thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said, "God forbid that I

should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited the following

verses:.So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and

said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take

thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife

and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a

man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him

and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest

me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but

she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made

an end of him and he swooned away..INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..When the morning morrowed, the first who

presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm, leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for

aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my

dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars,
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(97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these

words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he

had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them. They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair

but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the

Citadel.".All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the slave-girls drop a

piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no sooner had he

drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain, laughing, and

calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took him up [and

carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him, returned to the

Khalif, who slept till the morrow..One day, King Suleiman Shah went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my

daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him

my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then, which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest

them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him, 'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth

thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest

of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome

their voices they did rear..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which

irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said, "Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith,

'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor

use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him,

redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into

the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to

die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then

gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed,

neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl

changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before

the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he

marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el

Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded

to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred,

intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his

native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the

goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we

sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy

slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him

of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes

abide?.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.? ? ? ? ? The fire of love-longing I hide; severance consumeth me, A thrall of care, for long desire to

wakefulness a prey..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending

her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So

she said to the serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I

desire to abide in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent

back to her, saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this

earnestness in him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but

on condition that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I

may speak a word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion

unto this?' So she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her

honour..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses."

When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down

upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine

intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that

he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him
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and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".And when she had made an end of

her song, she wept sore..? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a

law of right..When the damsel had made an end of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk,

till he came to himself, when he called another damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description,

and she was endowed with brightness and loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl

from the land of the Greeks and her name was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days

of separation." She answered him with "Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a

plaintive voice, and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I

counsel thee, beware!.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.? ? ? ? ?

To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.The money-changer

thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain

awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of

the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had

said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five

thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in

accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not

assured..NOUREDDIN ALI OF DAMASCUS AND THE DAMSEL SITT EL MILAH. (1).There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man,

who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come

to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if

thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee

nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could

endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not

live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..So he rose from his sleep and finding

himself in his own saloon and his mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a

palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my

mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and

this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again

and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother

to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only

from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth thou, "The goodliest

of things is patience and its use: Its practice still mankind doth guide to all that's fair and fine.".? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift

thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous delight,.103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.A friend of mine once

invited me to an entertainment; so I went with him, and when we came into his house and sat down on his couch, he said to me, "This is a blessed

day and a day of gladness, and [blessed is] he who liveth to [see] the like of this day. I desire that thou practise with us and deny (124) us not, for

that thou hast been used to hearken unto those who occupy themselves with this." (125) I fell in with this and their talk happened upon the like of

this subject. (126) Presently, my friend, who had invited me, arose from among them and said to them, "Hearken to me and I will tell you of an

adventure that happened to me. There was a certain man who used to visit me in my shop, and I knew him not nor he me, nor ever in his life had he

seen me; but he was wont, whenever he had need of a dirhem or two, by way of loan, to come to me and ask me, without acquaintance or

intermediary between me and him, [and I would give him what he sought]. I told none of him, and matters abode thus between us a long while, till

he fell to borrowing ten at twenty dirhems [at a time], more or less..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most

featly with jasmine bedight,.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou

didst smite..The Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife, The, ii. 61..So they all arose and repaired to El Anca,

who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be bereaved of you!'

Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the queen's feet and lodged

them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this favour.' Then she set

before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent well; and El Anca also

played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O my sister, each kiss is

worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on the morrow they took

leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant,

whereupon their colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance
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and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from

a lion, which will attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the

king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God

assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed

and his breast was straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he

will kill me, and indeed the astrologers lied.'.Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my

lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy

daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When

Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his

women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem;

wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? Who art thou, wretch, that thou shouldst

hope to win me? With thy rhymes What wouldst of me? Thy reason, sure, with passion is forspent..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the

morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly

clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful

with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!"

The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding

regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have

halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is

come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she

heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge

them [in the palace] and entertain them..When she had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced

in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of

balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and improvising, sang the following verses;.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay

court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous

army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath

done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had

recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be

thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes

shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and

presents with him..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of

sight falls into it..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and

[presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in

the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his

anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter

said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And

he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne,

embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And

they abode weeping, all three..? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years'

absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he

might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him

and made him lust after her, and he said, 'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the

old woman betook herself to the damsel and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was

on this [fashion of] whoredom [aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful

marriage; so, if he be content with that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair, if thou remember thee of that Whose

issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she

found the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and

there were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in

her sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and

[other] the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after

which the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls
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and cups and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..?THE

TWELFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For longing and lament, and Him for solace I

entreat.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books

and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father

King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the

utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music

and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his

sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this

wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the

utmost kindness..Moreover, he gave her a complete suit of clothes and raising his head to her, said, "When thou toldest me that which Mariyeh had

done with thee, God rooted out the love of her from my heart, and never again will she occur to my mind; so extolled be the perfection of Him who

turneth hearts and eyes! It was she who was the cause of my coming out from Yemen, and now the time is past for which I engaged with my people

and I fear lest my father levy his troops and come forth in quest of me, for that he hath no child other than myself and cannot brook to be parted

from me; and on like wise is it with my mother." When the nurse heard his words, she said to him, "O my lord, and which of the kings is thy

father?" "My father is El Aziz, lord of Yemen and Nubia and the Islands (91) of the Benou Kehtan and the Two Noble Sanctuaries (92) (God the

Most High have them in His keeping!)," answered El Abbas; "and whenas he taketh horse, there mount with him an hundred and twenty and four

thousand horsemen, all smiters with the sword, let alone attendants and servants and followers, all of whom give ear unto my word and obey my

commandment." "Why, then, O my lord," asked the nurse, "didst thou conceal the secret of thy rank and lineage and passedst thyself off for a

wayfarer? Alas for our disgrace before thee by reason of our shortcoming in rendering thee thy due! What shall be our excuse with thee, and thou

of the sons of the kings?" But he rejoined, "By Allah, thou hast not fallen short! Nay, it is incumbent on me to requite thee, what while I live,

though I be far distant from thee.".When it was the appointed time, there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew,

when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said, "The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is

no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a

Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to

the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not

confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had

made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the money forthright.".O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, iii.

20..Men and our Lord Jesus, The Three, i. 282..Therewithal, O my brother, the locust fell to going round about among the company of the birds,

but saw nought resembling the hawk in bulk and body save the kite and deemed well of her. So she brought the hawk and the kite together and

counselled the former to make friends with the latter. Now it chanced that the hawk fell sick and the kite abode with him a long while [and tended

him] till he recovered and became whole and strong; wherefore he thanked her [and she departed from him]. But after awhile the hawk's sickness

returned to him and he needed the kite's succour. So the locust went out from him and was absent from him a day, after which she returned to him

with a[nother] locust, (53) saying, "I have brought thee this one." When the hawk saw her, he said, "God requite thee with good! Indeed, thou hast

done well in the quest and hast been subtle in the choice.".When Jaafer saw him, his reason was like to depart for shame and he knew that the

chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how the case stood and confusion was manifest to him

in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed

gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they

poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast

dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is

thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I

have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of

governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is

his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be

carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter

of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in the assurance of God the Most High.".Zubeideh, El

Mamoun and, i. 199.? ? ? ? ? 'Tis He who pardoneth errors alike to slave and free; On Him is my reliance in good and evil cheer..Meanwhile, the

news spread abroad that Bihzad, son of the king, was lost, whereupon his father sent letters in quest of him [to all the kings and amongst others to

him with whom he was imprisoned]. When the letter reached the latter, he praised God the Most High for that he had not anydele hastened in

Bihzad's affair and letting bring him before himself, said to him, 'Art thou minded to destroy thyself?' Quoth Bihzad, '[I did this] for fear of

reproach;' and the king said, 'An thou fear reproach, thou shouldst not practise haste [in that thou dost]; knowest thou not that the fruit of haste is
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repentance? If we had hasted, we also, like unto thee, we had repented.'.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose

and flame (216) in hue..100. The Lovers of the Benou Tai ccccx.The Eighth Day..Meanwhile, Aboulhusn gave not over snoring in his sleep, till the

day broke and the rising of the sun drew near, when a waiting-woman came up to him and said to him, "O our lord [it is the hour of] the morning-

prayer." When he heard the girl's words, he laughed and opening his eyes, turned them about the place and found himself in an apartment the walls

whereof were painted with gold and ultramarine and its ceiling starred with red gold. Around it were sleeping-chambers, with curtains of

gold-embroidered silk let down over their doors, and all about vessels of gold and porcelain and crystal and furniture and carpets spread and lamps

burning before the prayer-niche and slave-girls and eunuchs and white slaves and black slaves and boys and pages and attendants. When he saw

this, he was confounded in his wit and said, "By Allah, either I am dreaming, or this is Paradise and the Abode of Peace!" (18) And he shut his eyes

and went to sleep again. Quoth the waiting-woman, "O my lord, this is not of thy wont, O Commander of the Faithful!".? ? ? ? ? Yet, an thou wilt

vouchsafe thy favours unto me, My sabre thou shalt see the foemen put to flight;.Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath

[for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191)

aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they

came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel

was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces

of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought

was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in

torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids

ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to

meet them with instruments of music..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? The flames of long desire wax on me day by day And far

away are pitched the tent-poles of my fair..El Abbas looked at them and saw the ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums

beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El

Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his

charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the

mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the

smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night

overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their

affair]..Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who became a, ii. 21..64. Haroun er Reshid and the Three Girls dcli.With this the

Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see

which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will

wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be

the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as

he should return with news..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a

caravan hard by that mountain and made prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they

might share their booty, and looking at the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child

wrapped therein and the gold laid at his head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?"

Then they divided the money between them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and

dates, till he came to his house, when he appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Then she arose and returned to her chamber..? ? ? ? ? And if

a creature in his tears could swim, as in a sea, I to do this of all that breathe were surely first and sole..Then he girt his middle with a handkerchief

and entering, saluted the young merchant, who said to him, 'Where hast thou been?' Quoth he, 'I have done thine errands;' and the youth said, 'Go

and eat and come hither and drink.' So he went away, as he bade him, and ate. Then he washed and returning to the saloon, sat down on the carpet

and fell to talking with them; whereupon the young merchant's heart was comforted and his breast dilated and he addressed himself to joyance.

They abode in the most delightsome life and the most abounding pleasance till a third part of the night was past, when the master of the house arose

and spreading them a bed, invited them to lie down. So they lay down and the youth abode on wake, pondering their affair, till daybreak, when the

woman awoke and said to her companion, 'I wish to go.' So he bade her farewell and she departed; whereupon the master of the house followed her

with a purse of money and gave it to her, saying, 'Blame not my master,' and made his excuse to her for the young merchant..?Story of the Prisoner

and How God Gave Him Relief..Then said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him,

and when he came to his lodging, he said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of

Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O

my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat' 'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the

market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on
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