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? ? ? ? ? At their appointed terms souls die; but for despair My soul is like to die, or ere its term betide..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted
him with that which had passed; whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded
the mules with pieces of silk and rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver.
Moreover, he took the richest of the stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on
with the treasures till they reached the King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting
him to the presence of King Ins ben Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into
the harem and sent for the Cadis and the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter
commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the
Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the tables abode spread for the space of ten days..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me
aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the
whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach
and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for
slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like
of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank,
honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode
with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the
folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.Presently, as they stood by the mouth of the pit, the
lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they pelted him with stones, till they beat him
down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the boy wounded; after which he went to the
cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that which was therein of clothes and what not
else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy and bringing him forth of the pit, carried
him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted them not with his affair; and indeed, when
they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into the pit. The hunters marvelled at his
speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him [and instructing him] in hunting and
riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the chase and to the stopping of the
way..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..? ? ? ? ? How long
will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..So she gave him all that she possessed
and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that night with the damsel
in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel said to him, 'What aileth
thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win to him, seeing I have not a
dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion them into great pearls, and
thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and repairing to a goldsmith, said to
him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and bring thee the price thereof.' So he
carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship. Then he called an old woman, who
was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night, or I shall die.' And the old woman
answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened
on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death
[appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair],
behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner
and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the
running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering
death in this pit.'.2. The Fisherman and the Genie iii.So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself
with the most magnificent of ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her
shoulders and went forth, walking along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young
merchant's shop and sitting down thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he
brought out to her various kinds of stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the
goodliness of my shape and my symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any
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one that he should slander me and say that I am humpbacked?".?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When the morning morrowed, he
assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case,
whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out
realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them,
from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with
him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..When it was the day of the going-in, (110) Bihzad, of his haste and lack of patience, betook
himself to the wall, which was between himself and the princess's lodging and in which there was a hole pierced, and looked, so he might see his
bride, of his haste. But the bride's mother saw him and this was grievous to her; so she took from one of the servants two red-hot iron spits and
thrust them into the hole through which the prince was looking. The spits ran into his eyes and put them out and he fell down aswoon and joyance
was changed and became mourning and sore concern. See, then, O king," continued the youth, "the issue of the prince's haste and lack of
deliberation, for indeed his haste bequeathed him long repentance and his joy was changed to mourning; and on like wise was it with the woman
who hastened to put out his eyes and deliberated not. All this was the doing of haste; wherefore it behoveth the king not to be hasty in putting me to
death, for that I am under the grasp of his hand, and what time soever thou desirest my slaughter, it shall not escape [thee].".A certain
singing-woman was fair of favour and high in repute, and it befell one day that she went out apleasuring. As she sat, (133) behold, a man lopped of
the hand stopped to beg of her, and he entered in at the door. Then he touched her with his stump, saying, "Charity, for the love of God!" but she
answered, "God open [on thee the gate of subsistence]!" and reviled him. Some days after this, there came to her a messenger and gave her the hire
of her going forth. (134) So she took with her a handmaid and an accompanyist; (135) and when she came to the appointed place, the messenger
brought her into a long passage, at the end whereof was a saloon. So (quoth she) we entered and found none therein, but saw the [place made ready
for an] entertainment with candles and wine and dessert, and in another place we saw food and in a third beds..On this wise they abode months and
years and the queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the
youth and showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's
brother and was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and
found in him all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..THE FAVOURITE AND HER LOVER.
(174).The Cadi was perplexed and knew that constraint was not permitted of the law; (269) so he spoke the young merchant fair and said to him,
"Protect me, (270) so may God protect thee. If thou divorce her not, this disgrace will cleave to me till the end of time." Then his rage got the better
of him and he said to him, "An thou divorce her not with a good grace, I will bid strike off thy head forthright and slay myself; rather flame (271)
than shame." The merchant bethought himself awhile, then divorced her with a manifest divorcement (272) and on this wise he delivered himself
from that vexation. Then he returned to his shop and sought in marriage of her father her who had played him the trick aforesaid and who was the
daughter of the chief of the guild of the blacksmiths. So he took her to wife and they abode with each other and lived the most solaceful of lives, in
all prosperity and contentment and joyance, till the day of death; and God [alone] is All-Knowing..Now they had complained of them aforetime to
the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and
stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought
him victual [for the journey] and hired a hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more
extraordinary than the story of the merchant and the old woman and the king.".When came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him
tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ?
The road of right thou hast made straight, that erst was crooked grown; Yea, for its path of old had fall'n to ruin and decay..? ? ? ? ? c. The Jewish
Physician's Story cxxix.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had
troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor
of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his
subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS
FAIR WIFE..It befell one day that he entered a certain city and sold somewhat that was with him of merchandise and got him friends of the
merchants of the place and fell to sitting with them and entertaining them and inviting them to his lodging and his assembly, whilst they also
invited him to their houses. On this wise he abode a long while, till he was minded to leave the city; and this was bruited abroad among his friends,
who were concerned for parting from him. Then he betook himself to him of them, who was the richest of them in substance and the most apparent
of them in generosity, and sat with him and borrowed his goods; and when he was about to take leave, he desired him to give him the deposit that
he had left with him. 'And what is the deposit?' asked the merchant. Quoth the sharper, 'It is such a purse, with the thousand dinars therein.' And the
merchant said, 'When didst thou give it me?' 'Extolled be the perfection of God!' replied the sharper. 'Was it not on such a day, by such a token, and
thus and thus?' 'I know not of this,' rejoined the merchant, and words were bandied about between them, whilst the folk [who were present also]
disputed together concerning their affair and their speech, till their voices rose high and the neighbours had knowledge of that which passed
between them..With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36) started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said
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to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out, running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?"
"Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet
el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode
awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..The First Day..On this wise they did with her
sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and
dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself
with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and
kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate,
whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the
earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and
his brother..Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might
wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they
should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So
he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and
they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..The
merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may God confound] his
hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he, 'God requite thee with
good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that thou put the heads of two
staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with their heads the second hole
and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."' (232).Munir drank off his cup and
ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the
world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!' Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose
and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment
over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be
borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand; so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned
and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking
herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which
had betided him after her and wept sore..King (The Dethroned), whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, i. 285..The king read the letter
and said to Abou Temam, "We will do what behoveth in the matter; but, O Abou Temam, needs must thou see my daughter and she thee, and needs
must thou hear her speech and she thine.' So saying, he sent him to the lodging of the princess, who had had notice of this; so that they had adorned
her sitting-chamber with the costliest that might be of utensils of gold and silver and the like, and she seated herself on a throne of gold, clad in the
most sumptuous of royal robes and ornaments. When Abou Temam entered, he bethought himself and said, 'The wise say, he who restraineth his
sight shall suffer no evil and he who guardeth his tongue shall hear nought of foul, and he who keepeth watch over his hand, it shall be prolonged
and not curtailed.' (121) So he entered and seating himself on the ground, [cast down his eyes and] covered his hands and feet with his dress. (122)
Quoth the king's daughter to him, 'Lift thy head, O Abou Temam, and look on me and speak with me.' But he spoke not neither raised his head, and
she continued, 'They sent thee but that thou mightest look on me and speak with me, and behold, thou speakest not at all. Take of these pearls that
be around thee and of these jewels and gold and silver. But he put not forth his hand unto aught, and when she saw that he paid no heed to
anything, she was angry and said, 'They have sent me a messenger, blind, dumb and deaf.'.? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old
man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.When the king heard this, he said in himself
"How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he bade Er
Rehwan depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.When Er Reshid drew near the door of the chamber, he heard
the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to swoon away for excess of joy. Then he
pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and applying himself, opened the door and
entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him, she rose and coming to meet him, strained
him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a swoon. She strained him to her bosom and
sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy
in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to
them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you
to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king,
the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When
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the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in
twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..The ship
tarried with him some days, till he should be certified what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise
profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where
his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a
tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore,
hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither
and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him,
when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and
factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems (105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite
thee with benefits!'.?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to
her with the lute, and taking it from him, tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE
TITHER..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the
poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he
came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he
reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew
up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and
mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and
heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of
Baghdad.".Then he bade lodge him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial
and whence then knewest that the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,'
answered the weaver. ' Thou must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked,
blue-eyed and tall. Now these attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her
consumed [with anxiety]; wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed
from that of the people of the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I
knew that the patient was a Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take
pottages (27) and meats that have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating;
wherefore indigestion betideth them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.Then Khelbes used to attend the learned
man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his
session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife,
and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of
him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the
wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!'
Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or
unseemly..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming
forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed
not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an
end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and
her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of
fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Full many a man incited me to infidelity, i. 205..My heart will never credit that I am far from
thee, ii. 275..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..King who knew the Quintessence of
Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? Ye, of your strength, have burdened me, upon my weakliness, With burdens not to be endured of mountain nor of
plain..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over upon its mouth; so he raised it from the
ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that the cook adulterated his meat with
horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and went out; and when the cook saw
that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out
upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the shop, said, 'What meanest thou by
thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace (13)[be on thee!]," as it were the
thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!' Wherewith the cook cried out and laying
hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath eaten my food and given me nought.'.61.
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Abou Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.When the old man heard her words and that wherewith she menaced
him, he arose and went out, perplexed and knowing not what he should do, and there met him a Jew, who was his neighbour, and said to him, "O
Sheikh, how cometh it that I see thee strait of breast? Moreover, I hear in thy house a noise of talk, such as I use not to hear with thee." Quoth the
Muezzin, "Yonder is a damsel who avoucheth that she is of the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid; and she hath eaten
food and now would fain drink wine in my house, but I forbade her. However she avoucheth that except she drink thereof, she will perish, and
indeed I am bewildered concerning my affair." "Know, O my neighbour," answered the Jew, "that the slave-girls of the Commander of the Faithful
are used to drink wine, and whenas they eat and drink not, they perish; and I fear lest some mishap betide her, in which case thou wouldst not be
safe from the Khalifs wrath." "What is to be done?" asked the Sheikh; and the Jew replied, "I have old wine that will suit her." Quoth the old man,
"[I conjure thee] by the right of neighbourship, deliver me from this calamity and let me have that which is with thee!" "In the name of God,"
answered the Jew and going to his house, brought out a flagon of wine, with which the Sheikh returned to Sitt el Milah. This pleased her and she
said to him, "Whence hadst thou this?" "I got it from my neighbour the Jew," answered he. "I set out to him my case with thee and he gave me
this.".I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were
moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited
for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that
thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath
cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes
that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I
have known thee from childhood.".'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart will not grieve..When the king
heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".Accordingly, the king
bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch,
that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly
stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to
relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the
king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story
concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story,
the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story
and after put her to death..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to
the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with
all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and
pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our
uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though
thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst
them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but
out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among the merchants and with their provost.'.Then said the king, "Hast
thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and
his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars. Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars
and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and
servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke
and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause
thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee, heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have
accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his leave and went away to the bazaar..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF
THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK
OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..When God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the
troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited
the following verses:.Presently, the king arose from the wine-chamber and taking his wife by the hand, repaired with her to the chamber in which
he slept. He opened the door and entering, saw the youth lying on the bed, whereupon he turned to his wife and said to her, "What doth this youth
here? This fellow cometh not hither but on thine account." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge of him." With this, the youth awoke and seeing the
king, sprang up and prostrated himself before him, and Azadbekht said to him, "O vile of origin, (102) O lack-loyalty, what hath prompted thee to
outrage my dwelling?" And he bade imprison him in one place and the woman in another..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding
delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and
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a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in
her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang
the following verses:.Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had
fallen upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But
Solomon (on whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till
they have repaid themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused
execute that of Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in
jurisprudence.' (245).Learned Man, Khelbes and his Wife and the, i. 301..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself
with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his
eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered
they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling
Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it
under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what
the king purposed against him..Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and
perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she
came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in
four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.Now the folk used to go in to her and salute her
and crave her prayers; and it was her wont to pray for none till he had confessed to her his sins, when she would seek pardon for him and pray for
him that he might be healed, and he was straightway made whole of sickness, by permission of God the Most High. [So, when the four sick men
were brought in to her,] she knew them forthright, though they knew her not, and said to them, ' Let each of you confess his sins, so I may crave
pardon for him and pray for him.' And the brother said, 'As for me, I required my brother's wife of herself and she refused; whereupon despite and
folly (7) prompted me and I lied against her and accused her to the townsfolk of adultery; so they stoned her and slew her unjustly and
unrighteously; and this is the issue of unright and falsehood and of the slaying of the [innocent] soul, whose slaughter God hath forbidden.'.? ? ? ? ?
My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..JAAFER BEN
YEHYA AND ABDULMEILIK BEN SALIH THE ABBASIDE. (144).Then said he to Arwa, "What wilt thou that I do with them?" And she
answered, saying, "Accomplish on them the ordinance of God the Most High; (119) the slayer shall be slain and the transgressor transgressed
against, even as he transgressed against us; yea, and the well-doer, good shall be done unto him, even as he did unto us." So she gave [her officers]
commandment concerning Dadbin and they smote him on the head with a mace and slew him, and she said, "This is for the slaughter of my father."
Then she bade set the vizier on a beast [and carry him] to the desert whither he had caused carry her [and leave him there without victual or water];
and she said to him, "An thou be guilty, thou shalt abide [the punishment of] thy guilt and perish of hunger and thirst in the desert; but, if there be
no guilt in thee, thou shalt be delivered, even as I was delivered.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of friends is troubled aye..The folk
marvelled at this story and as for the prefect and El Melik ez Zahir, they said, 'Wrought ever any the like of this device?' And they marvelled with
the utterest of wonderment Then arose a third officer and said, 'Hear what betided me, for it is yet stranger and more extraordinary..Officer's Story,
The Seventh, ii. 150..? ? ? ? ? j. The Unjust King and the Tither dcccxcix.Then he dealt the boy a cuff and he let go his ear, whereupon Aboulhusn
put off his clothes and abode naked, with his yard and his arse exposed, and danced among the slave-girls. They bound his hands and he wantoned
among them, what while they [well-nigh] died of laughing at him and the Khalif swooned away for excess of laughter. Then he came to himself
and going forth to Aboulhusn, said to him, "Out on thee, O Aboulhusn! Thou slayest me with laughter." So he turned to him and knowing him, said
to him, "By Allah, it is thou slayest me and slayest my mother and slewest the sheikhs and the Imam of the Mosque!".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of
David and Solomon dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to
steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some
one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God
the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was
wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.? ?
? ? ? c. The Third Old Man's Story viii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dcxiii.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that
they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying,
'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and
questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him
and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends
blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion,
and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..Asleep and Awake, i. 5..?STORY OF
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THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel
together and said, "How shall we do with this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into
perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the
better of us." So they all went in to the king and prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee
with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no
heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou
hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so
he might put the king to shame and outrage his honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may
desist from him.".? ? ? ? ? None, by Allah, 'mongst all creatures, none I love save thee alone! Yea, for I am grown thy bondman, by the troth
betwixt us plight..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere Singing- girl dlxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly
clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh!
Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.And indeed, O
my brother, the night thou camest to me and we caroused together, I and thou, it was as if the Devil came to me and troubled me that night." "And
who is he, the Devil?" asked the Khalif. "He is none other than thou," answered Aboulhusn; whereat the Khalif smiled and sitting down by him,
coaxed him and spoke him fair, saying, "O my brother, when I went out from thee, I forgot [to shut] the door [and left it] open, and belike Satan
came in to thee." Quoth Aboulhusn, "Ask me not of that which hath betided me. What possessed thee to leave the door open, so that the Devil came
in to me and there befell me with him this and that?" And he related to him all that had befallen him, from first to last, aud there is no advantage in
the repetition of it; what while the Khalif laughed and hid his laughter..The prefect bade carry him to his lodging; but one of those in attendance
upon him, by name El Muradi, said to him, "What wilt thou do? This man is clad in rich clothes and on his finger is a ring of gold, the beazel
whereof is a ruby of great price; so we will carry him away and slay him and take that which is upon him of raiment [and what not else] and bring it
to thee; for that thou wilt not [often] see profit the like thereof, more by token that this fellow is a stranger and there is none to enquire concerning
him." Quoth the prefect, "This fellow is a thief and that which he saith is leasing." And Noureddin said, "God forbid that I should be a thief!" But
the prefect answered, "Thou liest." So they stripped him of his clothes and taking the ring from his finger, beat him grievously, what while he cried
out for succour, but none succoured him, and besought protection, but none protected him. Then said he to them, "O folk, ye are quit of (12) that
which ye have taken from me; but now restore me to my lodging." But they answered, saying, "Leave this knavery, O cheat! Thine intent is to sue
us for thy clothes on the morrow." "By Allah, the One, the Eternal," exclaimed he, "I will not sue any for them!" But they said, "We can nowise do
this." And the prefect bade them carry him to the Tigris and there slay him and cast him into the river..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE
BRESLAU (TUNIS)EDITION OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..When the evening
evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience.
Know, O king of august lineage, that.At daybreak, my friend returned and opening the door, came in, bringing with him meat-pottage (177) and
fritters and bees' honey, (178) and said to me, 'By Allah, thou must needs excuse me, for that I was with a company and they locked the door on me
and have but now let me go.' But I returned him no answer. Then he set before me that which was with him and I ate a single mouthful and went
out, running, so haply I might overtake that which had escaped me. (179) When I came to the palace, I saw over against it eight-and-thirty gibbets
set up, whereon were eight-and-thirty men crucified, and under them eight-and-thirty concubines as they were moons. So I enquired of the reason
of the crucifixion of the men and concerning the women in question, and it was said unto me, 'The men [whom thou seest] crucified the Khalif
found with yonder damsels, who are his favourites.' When I heard this, I prostrated myself in thanksgiving to God and said, 'God requite thee with
good, O my friend!' For that, had he not invited me [and kept me perforce in his house] that night, I had been crucified with these men, wherefore
praise be to God!.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii.The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my
lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of
my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it
disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the
haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the
Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in
thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother
forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him,
'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence,
said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the
door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and
came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been
snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we
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trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating
not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return."
This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Presently, up came the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh and Mesrour and the old woman and entering, found Aboulhusn and his wife both stretched out [apparently] dead; which when the Lady
Zubeideh saw, she wept and said, "They ceased not to bring [ill] news of my slave- girl, till she died; methinketh Aboulhusn's death was grievous
to her and that she died after him." (39). Quoth the Khalif, "Thou shalt not forestall me with talk and prate. She certainly died before Aboulhusn,
for he came to me with his clothes torn and his beard plucked out, beating his breast with two bricks, and I gave him a hundred dinars and a piece
of silk and said to him, 'Go, carry her forth [and bury her] and I will give thee a concubine other than she and handsomer, and she shall be in stead
of her.' But it would appear that her death was no light matter to him and he died after her; (40) so it is I who have beaten thee and gotten thy
stake.".?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady
Zubeideh bade each damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto
four-and-twenty songs in four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? How long, O Fate,
wilt thou oppress and baffle me?.? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's decreed of years and lives, upon you ever
wait!.? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.133. The City of Brass
dlxvi.3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of Baghdad xxviii.? ? ? ? ? My favours I deny not all the year; Though cessation be desired, I nothing
heed..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament.
(88).When Noureddin heard these his slave-girl's verses, he fell a-weeping, what while she strained him to her bosom and wiped away his tears
with her sleeve and questioned him and comforted his mind. Then she took the lute and sweeping its strings, played thereon, after such a wise as
would move the phlegmatic to delight, and sang the following verses:.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
Announcing the return o' th' absent ones,.The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of wine, ii. 224..When her people arose in the morning
and saw her not, they sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four
brothers, as they were falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark
and the other dogs answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came
up and standing at the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in
affairs so he fetched a rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the
affair..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women
and Viziers dcccxciz.When it was the second day, the second of the king's viziers, whose name was Beheroun, came in to him and said, "God
advance the king! This that yonder youth hath done is a grave matter and a foul deed and a heinous against the household of the king." So
Azadbekht bade fetch the youth, because of the saying of the vizier; and when he came into his presence, he said to him, "Out on thee, O youth!
Needs must I slay thee by the worst of deaths, for indeed thou hast committed a grave crime, and I will make thee a warning to the folk." "O king,"
answered the youth, "hasten not, for the looking to the issues of affairs is a pillar of the realm and [a cause of] continuance and sure stablishment
for the kingship. Whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs, there befalleth him that which befell the merchant, and whoso looketh to the issues of
affairs, there betideth him of joyance that which betided the merchant's son." "And what is the story of the merchant and his son?" asked the king.
"O king," answered the youth,.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say
to the folk, "He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth
that which is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of
robberhood, (69) suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and
their hostility dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou
we should do?' asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul
without just cause is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how
many a bone laid bare?.Presently, her husband entered and saw the girdle and knew it. Now he was ware of the king's love for women; so he said to
his wife, ' What is this that I see with thee?' Quoth she, 'I will tell thee the truth,' and recounted to him the story; but he believed her not and doubt
entered into his heart. As for the king, he passed that night in chagrin and concern, and when it morrowed, he summoned the chamberlain and
investing him with the governance of one of his provinces, bade him betake himself thither, purposing, after he should have departed and come to
his destination, to foregather with his wife. The chamberlain perceived [his intent] and knew his design; so he answered, saying, 'Hearkening and
obedience. I will go and set my affairs in order and give such charges as may be necessary for the welfare of my estate; then will I go about the
king's occasion.' And the king said, 'Do this and hasten.'.Then he caused rear him among the nurses and matrons; but withal he ceased not to ponder
the saying of the astrologers and indeed his life was troubled. So he betook himself to the top of a high mountain and dug there a deep pit and made
in it many dwelling-places and closets and filled it with all that was needful of victual and raiment and what not else and made in it conduits of
water from the mountain and lodged the boy therein, with a nurse who should rear him. Moreover, at the first of each month he used to go to the
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mountain and stand at the mouth of the pit and let down a rope he had with him and draw up the boy to him and strain him to his bosom and kiss
him and play with him awhile, after which he would let him down again into the pit to his place and return; and he used to count the days till the
seven years should pass by..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems
and bright;.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..My secret is disclosed, the
which I strove to hide, iii. 89..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a
certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there, and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure,
and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were
going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid
hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place;
wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..40. The
Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.Presently, there came in upon us a spunger, without leave, and we went on playing, whilst he
played with us. Then quoth the Sultan to the Vizier, "Bring the spunger who cometh in to the folk, without leave or bidding, that we may enquire
into his case. Then will I cut off his head." So the headsman arose and dragged the spunger before the Sultan, who bade cut off his head. Now there
was with them a sword, that would not cut curd; (151) so the headsman smote him therewith and his head flew from his body. When we saw this,
the wine fled from our heads and we became in the sorriest of plights. Then my friends took up the body and went out with it, that they might hide
it, whilst I took the head and made for the river.
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