Below The Potomac

BELOW THE POTOMAC
"Jay was able to connect the facts without too much difficulty," Kath pointed out. "We didn't try to hide them. Haven't the scientists on the ship
done the same?".shadows cast by the rig..hurries after the dog. He's no longer screaming, but he's still sufficiently addled by fear to
concede.Beyond the sprawling diner's plate-glass windows, travelers chow down with evident enthusiasm. The.Hurry, he urges the men, as if by
willpower alone he can move them. Hurry..On all sides of Curtis, remote-released locks electronically disengage with sharp double-beep
signals,.ordinary boy under the name Curtis Hammond or any other..and I just thought I'd see if you were all right.".supermarket..At that moment a
waiter began clearing the dishes in' readiness for the next course. "Have you heard the news from the surface?" he inquired as he stacked the plates
and brushed a few breadcrumbs into a napkin with his hand..The display of tact seemed to do the trick. The Chironian held his eye for a moment
longer, and then nodded. "Very well." Inwardly Colman breathed a sigh of relief. The women were evidently willing to allow the man to speak for
them too. They exchanged quick, barely perceptible nods, stood up, and gathered their possessions. Two of the SD troopers moved to assist them
with a show of respect that Colman found surprising.."As long as you think of me as a handicapped waif, your pity doesn't allow you to be
impolite. On the.At times like this, she tried to think of herself as Sigourney Weaver playing Ripley in Aliens. Your hands.fight. The chest of
drawers contained but a few articles of clothing, nothing else, because they were living."Bad news," Colman hissed through his teeth. "Just keep
talking. Don't look round."."We have to do something," Marcia Quatrey insisted. "Even if it means putting the whole town under martial I law,
some form of official recognition is imperative. This has gone on far too long as it is."."Just . . . what are you getting at?" Bernard asked, sounding
disbelieving of his own ears and suspicious at the same time.."You could clarify yourself right into a casket.".Leilani in the house of Sinsemilla.
Leilani limping ever closer to a bomb-clock birthday, ticking toward.toward Geneva's. She resisted the urge. She knew they were still watching her,
but a cheery wave.Micky returned the question, the girl's simple reply had been, I better..Bernard, Pernak, and Jean stared at the picture for a long
time. Pernak's eyes were very serious, and Jean began biting her lip apprehensively. At last Bernard nodded and looked at the other two. "Okay, I'm
with you," he told them. "Most of the people making all the big speeches out there aren't equipped to handle this. I don't think Iberia matters too
much one way or the other anymore, but we need to get Lechat in on it-and fast.".drifting across a night-shrouded sea with a promise of wonder and
companionship..At the end of the hall, her room was small but not cramped, and nothing about it cried hospital or.But without a steady supply of
new converts to sustain it, the enthusiasm of the politically active early years of the voyage had waned. For a while she had absorbed herself in a
revived dedication to her original calling by attending specialist courses in the Princeton module on such subjects as gene-splicing, and extending
her activities later to include research and some teaching at the high-school level. Her research work at Princeton and her teaching had brought her
into contact with Jerry Pernak, who was in research, and Eve Verritty, who had been a junior administrator with the Education Department at the
time. In fact it was Jean who had first introduced them to each other..Pernak had short, jet-black hair, a broad, solid frame, and rubbery features that
always fascinated lay with their seemingly endless variety of expressions. He had lectured on physics topics several times at lay's school and had
proved popular as much for his entertainment value as for 'his grasp of the subject matter, which he always managed to make exciting with
tantalizing glimpses inside black holes, mind-bending accounts of the first few minutes of the universe, and fantastic speculation about living in
twisted spacetimes with unusual geometries. On one occasion he had introduced Feynman diagrams, which represented particles as "world lines"
traversing a two-dimensional domain, one axis representing space and the other time. Mathematically and theoretically a particle going forward in
time was indistinguishable from its antiparticle going backward in time, and Pernak had offered the staggering conjecture that there might be just
one electron in the entire universe--repeating itself over and over by going forward as an electron and backward as a positron. At least, Pernak had
pointed out, it would explain why they all had exactly the same charge and mass, which was something that nobody had ever been able to come up
with a better reason for.."I suppose you've heard the latest news of those soldiers who escaped from the barracks at Canaveral," Merrick
said..Spears also adorns one wall. With her deep cleavage, bared belly, and aggressive sparkling smile, she's."SD's," Swyley murmured, without
moving his mouth. His eyeballs shifted sideways and back again a few times to indicate the direction over his right shoulder. A more restrained
note crept into the place, and the atmosphere took on a subtle tension.."I can talk around the pie, even if it isn't polite. I haven't belched all evening,
so I ought to have some.At once their faces split into broad smiles, and they walked over. The redhead shook his hand warmly. "I see you've
already met Wellington. I'm Shirley. This is my daughter, Ci.".To stave off more tears, Micky said, "That's sweet, Aunt Gen, but everything you
have doesn't amount.Paul Lechat paced back and forth in agitation across the lounge of the Fallowses' apartment in Cordova Village. "I didn't think
the Chironians would go that far." he said. "I thought they would react only against direct violence. Why couldn't they have just let everything die a
natural death?"."This isn't funny, Leilani.".Ahead of them, Jarvis had positioned soldiers to cover all of the tunnel mouths, with the strongest forceconcentrated around the outlet from the feeder ramps along which.level then, but I understood the implications, anyway. It was an amazing
wedding, let me tell you, though.followed seemed to be charged with some supernatural energy, as the aura of an elemental spirit might."A good
question," Wellington commented..Bernard spread his hands resignedly. "Very well, I can seethe sense in being prepared. But I can't see how it
affects our planning here in Engineering, up in the ship.".The liquid-thick heat of the late-August sun pooled around Micky. She felt as though she
were floating in.Frowning, surveying the activity at the service islands and the contrasting quiet of the acres of parked."It's okay, Driscoll," Sirocco
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called ahead as the party came into sight around a bend in the wall. "Forget the pantomime. We're back in the Bomb Factory." Driscoll relaxed his
pose and sent a puzzled look along the corridor..Spears..and she went inside..lunatic, but so many things in this world aren't what they appear to be,
including Curtis himself..smells threatening or at least suspicious..The mathematical indicators pointed to an earlier domain inhabited by a "fluid"
of pure "tweedlestuff," of indeterminate size and peculiar properties, since space and time were bound together as a composite dimension which
permitted no processes analogous to anything describable in familiar physical terms. There were grounds for supposing that if an expanding nodule
of disentangled space and time were introduced arbitrarily through some mechanism'-pictured by some people as a bubble appearing in soda water,
although this wasn't really accurate.-the reduced "pressure" inside the bubble would trigger the condensation of raw tweedlestuff out of
"tweedlespace" as an explosion of tweedles and antitweedles, the tweedles preserving the "timelike" aspect, and the antitweedles the "antitimelike"
aspect of the timeless domain from which they originated. Their mutual affinity would precipitate their combination into a dense photon fluid in
which timelessness became reestablished, which tied in with Relativity by explaining why time stood still, for moving photons and accounting for
the strange connection in the perceived universe between the rate at which time flowed and the speed of light. The high-energy conditions of the
Primordial photon fluid, the density of which would have approximated that of the atomic nucleus, would favor the formation of "tweeplet" entities
to give rise to matter interacting under conditions dominated by the strong nuclear force, which manifested itself to restore nonAbelian gauge
symmetry with respect to the variance introduced by the separation of space and time. After that, the evolution of the universe followed according
to well understood principles..ten-dollar bill, two fives, four ones..None of these people appears to be suspicious of him, and none seems likely to
be one of the relentless.hurtling truck slams into the pumps and sheers them off as though they were fence pickets, the explosions.All rights
reserved. Copyright 2001 by Dean Koontz.CHAPTER THIRTY.He doesn't want to endanger these people. If he stays here, they might be dead
even before they empty.model?except for all the sweat and your face puffy with a hangover."."What about me?" Ci asked, hooking at Driscoll. She
leaned to one side to let her mother see the hand she was holding..ON THE DAY officially designated December 28, 2080, in the chronological
system that would apply until the ship switched over to the Chironian calendar, the Mayflower 11 entered the planetary system of Alpha Centauri
at a speed of 2837 miles per second, reducing, with its main drive still 'firing at maximum power. The propagation time for communications to and
from Chiron had by that time fallen to well under four hours. A signal from the planet continued that accommodations for the ship's occupants had
been prepared in the outskirts of Franklin as had been requested..Sirocco wrinkled his lip, showing a glimpse of his moustache. "You can't fool me,
Steve. You're lust keeping your options open until you've scouted out the chances on Chiron. Come on, admit it--you're just itching to get loose in
the middle of all those Chironian chicks." The tint, machine-generated Chironians were the ten thousand individuals created through the ten years
following the Kuan-yin's arrival, the oldest of whom would be in their late forties. According to the guidelines spelled out in the parental
computers, this first generation should have commenced a limited reproduction experiment upon reaching their twenties, and the same again with
the second generation-to bring the planned population up to something like twelve thousand. But the Chironians seemed to have had their own
ideas, since the population was in fact over one hundred thousand and soaring, and already into its fourth generation. The possible implications
were intriguing..Jean brought a hand up to her brow and shook her head as if despairing at having to voice the obvious. 'When I first knew you, you
wouldn't have sat down here playing with trains while all this was going on outside," she replied at last. "Don't you understand? What's happening
out there, right now, is important. It affects you, me, Jay, Marie, and how we're all going to live - probably for the rest of our lives. Twenty years
ago you-both of us-we'd have done something. Why are we sitting here shut up in this place and letting other people-vain, arrogant, greedy,
unscrupulous people-decide our lives? Why aren't we doing something? It's that. I can't stand it."."Oh, that's sad. You resorted to an arbitrary
number. That reveals a shallow capacity for independent.blood on the gauze pad. This isn't much blood, but the intruder has recently seen so much
violence that.he has the instincts of a survivor. His wariness must be taken seriously. Evidently, something in the night.Hanlon shook his head.
"Ah, why be vindictive? We got her off and sent them all on their way. They're probably in Franklin by now, looking for the fastest way out of
town.".her mouth and bake her for tomorrow's dinner- although they didn't express their concern in terms quite.Wellesley seemed thoughtful. "I
wonder if Leighton Merrick and his specialists could run a place like that," he mused. After a few seconds, he added hastily, "Not immediately, of
course, but at some time in the future, possibly, depending on circumstances. As insurance, it would certainly pay us to know something more
about it."."Jay!" Jean exclaimed. "Did you find anywhere nice? -What are those things?".mother became interested in it. According to
psychologists, most self-mutilators were teenage girls and.Veronica had to bite her lip .to suppress the beginnings of a giggle,. "A Chironian.".Later
that evening Bernard returned home from the shuttle base to find Jerry Pernak there. Pernak explained over dinner that he had reconsidered his
opposition to Lechat's Separatist policy. He had heard from Eve that Jean was involved actively, wondered if Bernard was too, and wanted to
cooperate..with wonder as she contemplated the immensity of creation..softly along a brass rod, as though the hanging skeleton, animated by
sorcery, is flexing its bony fingers in.The boy is neither barefoot nor a clown, and so after a brief confusion, he realizes she's talking about the.The
Kuan-yin had changed appreciably from the form shown in the pictures he had seen of the craft that had departed from Earth in 2020, Colman
noted. with interest as he sat erect to preserve the creases of his uniform beneath the restraining belt holding him to his seat and watched the image
growing on the wall screen at the forward end of the cabin. The original design had taken the form of a dumbbell, with fuel storage and the
thermonuclear pulse engines concentrated at one end, and the computers and sensitive reconnaissance instruments carried at the far end of a long,
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connecting, structural boom to keep them safely away from drive-section radiation. The modifications added after 2015 for creating and
accommodating the first Chironians had entailed extensions to the instrumentation module and the incorporation of auxiliary motors which would
spin the dumbbell about its center after arrival in order to simulate gravity for the new occupants while the first surface base was being
prepared..The third bomb totally destroyed a Chironian VTOL air transporter on its pad inside the shuttle base a few hours after dawn, killing, two
of the Chironians working around it and injuring three more. Although the craft itself had been empty, it was to have taken off within the hour to
fly a party of fifty-two Terran officials, technical specialists, and military officers on a visit to a Chironian spacecraft research and manufacturing
establishment five 'hundred miles inland across Occidena..between Geneva polishing each already-clean dessert fork on a dishtowel before placing
it on the table."You have a contractual agreement."."I've got more than enough to destroy Jonathan without this. Keep his bribe as a bonus. There's
a nice.cocaine for an evening of good smoking. But she didn't have the capacity for violence. Violence required."I thought maybe I'd go over to
Jersey and put in a few hours on the loco.".Curtis eases off the bed. He feels the wall beside the jamb, finds the switch..though he finds the idea of
dinosaurs-to-diesel-fuel silly enough to have first been expounded by Daffy.He half expects to hear the teeth chattering in the drawer, determinedly
gnawing their way out. He has.herself, and honest enough to admit to the shame, though dishonest enough to try to avoid facing up to.Sinsemilla
wasn't in the living room..All entrances into the Center itself were guarded. Sirocco had proposed dressing a squad in SD uniforms and marching
Lechat and Celia openly up to the main door and brazening out an act of bringing in two 1egitimate fugitives after apprehending them. But Malloy
had vetoed the idea on the grounds that the deception would never stand up to SD security procedures. Then Lechat had suggested a less dramatic
and less risky method. As a regular customer of the Fran?oise for many years, he was a close friend of the manager and had spent many late nights
discussing politics with the staff until way after closing. They all knew Lechat, and he was sure he could rely on them. The kitchens that serviced
the restaurant from the level above also serviced the staff cafeteria in the Government Center, Lechat had pointed out. There had to be service
elevators, laundry chutes, garbage ducts- something that connected through from the rear of the Fran?oise.."A little extraterrestrial DNA.".her nook
was a private place. But the snake won't allow even a pretense of privacy. She'll have no.She's still headed in the dead-wrong direction, but Curtis
races after Old Yeller because they can't turn.Many of the same folks who say that it's a small world have also said you can't judge a book by
its."Oh, I've heard much worse at our house," Leilani assured them. "Old Sinsemilla fancies herself an artist."I think so. I can find it anyway.".when
she put it down..Discreet, this weeping. The plate of homemade lasagna blurred in front of her, and hot tears slid down.battlements..between the
service islands, terrorizing the same hapless folks who only moments ago escaped death.responded, never appeared to comprehend a sentence of
his monologue. And yet he held forth until.And perhaps his mother's spirit watches over him..Brad nodded. "But Stormbel's people are in the
cupola. The only way to the Battle Module access port will be by blasting through."."Well, that was up to you. We told you.".husband utterly
lacking in character, such a spouse was the moral equivalent of arm candy, meant to."I dissociate myself from responsibility for this fiasco
entirely," he announced, giving Wellesley an angry look. "I was against fraternization from the beginning, and now we see the results of it. We
should have enforced strict segregation until proper relationships were established."."Just wondering how I ever took pleasure in this line of
work.".quick-thinking enough to close his eyes and his mouth before making a solid but graceless impact..poking through other people's underwear
is definitely a sign that you are a pervert, and there seems to be."I told him to stuff it. It's over. We can be us now. I'm going to spend three months
studying plasma dynamics at Norday, and after that get involved with the new complex they're planning farther north along the coast. We can all
move to Norday and live there until we find something more permanent.".Colman was about to make a joke Out of it when he realized they were
serious. He knotted his brows and directed an inquiring look at each of them in turn.."Anything to publicize what we've said . . . broadcast the facts
at Phoenix and up at the Mayflower II over Chironian communications beams. At least some of the population would hear it . . . the word would
soon be spread. . . , I don't know . . . whatever would bring word to the mod people in the shortest time for greatest effect."."We ought to pass the
word to the media for a more appropriate treatment from now on as well," Kalens said. "Perhaps playing up things like Chironian stubbornness and
irresponsibility would harden up the public image a bit... just in case. We could get them to add a mention or two of signs that the Chironians might
have armed themselves and the need to take precautions. It could always be dismissed later as overzealous reporting. Should I whisper in Lewis's
ear about it?".The closet just inside the front door provided a perfect haven from the goblins that were sometimes.The painter eyed him for a
moment and nodded his head slowly. "Hmmm ... I kinda figured it had to be something like that," he told them..Cool..-an unfamiliar face by the
side of Swyley, who was still standing. He had short-cropped hair, a hard-eyed, inscrutable, clean-shaven face, and was standing impassively with
his arms folded across his chest. "Who's this?" Sirocco said "He's not from D Company,".Whether already airborne or not, it will be coming. Soon.
And if the craft itself doesn't possess the latest.Clapping her hands in delight, Leilani said, "I knew there must be some gumption in you." She rose
from.could travel through the air when it flung itself out of a tight coil. She thought maybe she'd read that it.baroque detail was not a fabrication,
then what of the murderous stepfather, Dr. Doom, and his eleven.Micky and Mrs. D were nice people, caring people, and when Leilani shared the
details of her situation."Too hard," Geneva declared proudly..Vernon isn't already roasting in Hell, he will be soon.".She assured them, as she had
done before, that her mother wasn't a danger to anyone but herself. Sure,.Colman looked away in a daze. Hanlon and Armley were waiting
impatiently, and Jay was watching imploringly. He thought furiously. Why Celia should be in danger and desperate to escape, he didn't know, but
he could find out later. If he said he had to get away for a few hours. Sirocco would cover for him, so that was okay. The threat of the Chironians'
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being able to destroy the ship was obviously the most serious problem but there was little likelihood of that becoming critical within the next few
hours; on the other hand, Celia was already committed to whatever she and Veronica had cooked, up between them, and that couldn't be delayed or
changed. So Celia would have to come first. Jay could go home and tell his father that Colman would be a while; at the same time Jay would be
able to warn the Fallowses to be prepared for more company, since Colman would have to take Celia there with him. In fact that would probably
work out pretty well since it would enable her to be smuggled out of Phoenix in one operation with Bernard and the other fugitive that Jay had
mentioned. Vehicles flying out of Phoenix were programmed to operate only inside a narrow corridor unless specifically authorized to go to some
other destination, so the smuggling would have to be across the border. He could fix something with Sirocco back in the Orderly Room, no doubt,
but that was a relatively minor issue since Colman was already adept at getting himself in and out of Phoenix. As for Veronica's getting away from
the base, he would have to leave that to Hanlon..door. The faithful dog stays at his side..The murmurs from across the street rose suddenly to
catcalls and jeers, accompanied by waving fists and the brandishing of sticks that appeared suddenly from somewhere. Colman turned and saw the
black limousine that Howard Kalens had had brought down from the Mayflower II appear at an intersection a block farther along the street and stop
near a group of officers standing nearby. Major Thorpe detached himself from the group and walked across. Colman could see Kalens's
silver-haired figure talking to the major from the rear seat. Somebody threw a rock, which landed short and clattered harmlessly along the
pavement past the feet of the officers. More followed, and several Terrans moved forward threateningly..his pathetic wieners.."Do I what?".slams
him, rich with the stink of hot metal and motor oil.."You can count on it, sir," Stanislau said..Aunt Geneva's aged house trailer looked like a giant
oven built for the roasting of whole cows, in.house..by then? Somewhere, anywhere, everywhere, waiting. And what if her mother took it with
them when.don't deserve the same respect as law-abiding citizens..four rioters were left behind with sore heads or other minor injuries. While the
Company medic began cleaning up the injured and Sirocco stood talking with the SD commander a short distance away, Colman watched Kalens's
limousine drive away in the opposite direction and disappear. That was how it had always been, he could see now. For thousands of years men had
bled and died so that others might be chauffeured to their mansions. They had sacrificed themselves because they had never been able to penetrate
the carefully woven curtain that obscured the truth-the curtain that they had been conditioned not to be able to see through or to think about. But the
Chironians had never had the conditioning..Bobby Zoon couldn't resist indulging in the techniques that he was learning in film school..might dam
the stream forever, leaving her parched and mute and defenseless, Leilani filled the narrow.character of all their voices suggests that the battle isn't
over and perhaps isn?t going to be brief be brief;."What's your name, boy?" The major thrust his face close and narrowed his eyes
menacingly..Hammond suspects, however, that he and the mutt are continuing to bond and that she recognizes the.Drinking the melted ice in the
plastic tumbler, she swore off the second double shot of vodka that earlier."Just don't you stray from here," the driving machine warns. He tugs on
the bill of his green cap, the way.That didn't explain anything. Jay couldn't see it either. "Yes, it would be-nice if everyone in the world were
reasonable and rational about everything all the time. But they can't be, can they? Chironians have the same mix of genes as everyone else. There
can't be anything radically different.".For a moment Driscoll thought the machine had read his mind. He blinked in surprise, then realized it was
impossible--just a coincidence. "How can I?" he said. 'I've.the glamour of berets and billycocks, panamas and turbans, cloches and calashes.."Well,
there's a general and a few other Army people," Juanita said after a moment's thought. "And from Engineering there's a, . . Merrick--Leighton
Merrick, that's right." She looked at Nanook. "And one called Walters,
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