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? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..Now this was at the

beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon

and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont.

As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting

to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I

would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume,

the Arabic the page.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from

Amin el Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have

wealth in plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and

I said to her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the

[Cadi's] house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more

to reunite..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their colour changed and they

were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of aught' 'O king,' answered

they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will attack him; and if he be

saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said, 'We will not speak, except

the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And they said, 'If he be saved

from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was straitened; but he said in

himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and indeed the astrologers

lied.'.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with

rigour and despite..When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that

his deed hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be

not said, 'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they

brought him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O

base of origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make

use of patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in

abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king,

"and what is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Kings and the Vizier's Daughters, The Two, iii. 145..There was once, of old

days, a king of the kings, whose name was Azadbekht; his [capital] city was called Kuneim Mudoud and his kingdom extended to the confines of

Seistan and from the frontiers of Hindustan to the sea He had ten viziers, who ordered his state and his dominion, and he was possessed of

judgment and exceeding wisdom. One day he went forth with certain of his guards to the chase and fell in with an eunuch on horseback, holding in

his hand the halter of a mule, which he led along. On the mule's back was a litter of gold-inwoven brocade, garded about with an embroidered band

set with gold and jewels, and over against the litter was a company of horsemen. When King Azadbekht saw this, he separated himself from his

companions and making for the mule and the horsemen, questioned the latter, saying, "To whom belongeth this litter and what is therein?". The

eunuch answered, (for he knew not that he was King Azadbekht,) saying, "This litter belongeth to Isfehend, vizier to King Azadbekht, and therein

is his daughter, whom he purposeth to marry to Zad Shah the King.".ER RESHID AND THE BARMECIDES. (152).We were sleeping one night

on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she might go away with it.

Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and offered to shoulder it

and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for the flint and steel

and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke us,] as we lay on

the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a woman, who had

kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to deal with us thus

and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it not that ye have

been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and drew back our

heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew that she was a

thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us not.'.? ? ? ? ? p.

The Man who saw the Night of Power dccccxciii.Reshid (Haroun er) and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Then they returned to Shehrzad and

displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let

down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the
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Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare And lie thou down to sleep by night, with heart devoid of care;.? ? ? ?

? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..Now King Azadbekht's

wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of water, and she gave

birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child therein, and they passed

the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by this child and cannot abide

here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one who shall take him and rear

him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they laid at his head a thousand

dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..The Eighth Day..When the king heard the vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade

him go to his house..We abode thus till the setting-in of the time of mid-afternoon, when she said, "Needs must I wash before I go." Quoth I, "Get

water wherewithal we may wash," and pulled out from my pocket about a score of dirhems, thinking to give them to her; but she said, "I seek

refuge with God!" and brought out of her pocket a handful of silver, saying, "But for destiny and that God hath caused the love of thee fall into my

heart, there had not happened that which hath happened." Quoth I, "Take this in requital of that which thou hast spent;" and she said, "O my lord,

by and by, whenas companionship is prolonged between us, thou wilt see if the like of me looketh unto money and gain or no." Then she took a

pitcher of water and going into the lavatory, washed (111) and presently coming forth, prayed and craved pardon of God the Most High for that

which she had done..? ? ? ? ? By God, forgetfulness of her shall never cross my mind, What while I wear the bonds of life nor when of death

they're rent.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.136. The History ot Gherib and his

Brother Agib dcxxiv.The company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that

which hath betided me of strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..I am the champion-slayer he warrior

without peer, iii. 94. 249----.Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed passion waxed

upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and sang the following

verses:.When the king heard this story, he said in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of

those who counselled me] in the matter of [the slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath

disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his

dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of wont..Hardly had we settled ourselves in the place when we heard a noise of kicking [at the

door] and people running right and left and questioning the cook and saying, "Hath any one passed by thee?" "Nay," answered he; "none hath

passed by me." But they ceased not to go round about the shop till the day broke, when they turned back, disappointed. Then the cook removed the

grass and said to us, "Arise, for ye are delivered from death." So we arose, and we were uncovered, without mantle or veil; but the cook carried us

up into his house and we sent to our lodgings and fetched us veils; and we repented unto God the Most High and renounced singing, (138) for

indeed this was a great deliverance after stress.'.After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found

the candles lit and ranged in candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there

were the kings of the Jinn sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her

sight. Then she ascended [the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other]

the kings of the Jinn sat on chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which

the tables were removed and they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups

and flagons and hanaps of gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? r. The

Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.When the king heard this, his wrath subsided and he said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so

we may look into his affair.".On this wise they abode a whole year, at the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is

not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how

she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I

accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this

and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover,

she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him,

'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou hast need..Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against

the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy

woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had

paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they

all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city

and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..?THE SECOND OFFICER'S STORY..King

Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I

was fain..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.16. The Fox and
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the Crow cl.As for the Khalif, he swooned away for laughing and said, "O Aboulhusn, thou wilt never cease to be a wag and do rarities and

oddities!" Quoth he, "O Commander of the Faithful, I played off this trick, for that the money was exhausted, which thou gavest me, and I was

ashamed to ask of thee again. When I was single, I could never keep money; but since thou marriedst me to this damsel here, if I possessed thy

wealth, I should make an end of it. So, when all that was in my hand was spent, I wrought this trick, so I might get of thee the hundred dinars and

the piece of silk; and all this is an alms from our lord. But now make haste to give me the thousand dinars and quit thee of thine oath.".81.

Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face

for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer

that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to

steal aught, till he had spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some

one should come to know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God

the Most High decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was

wroth, and necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy

treasure.'.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I

followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came

to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them

from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a

thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had

passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..Then she discovered to him a

part of her bosom, and when he saw her breasts, his reason took flight from his head and he said to her, "Cover it up, so may God have thee in His

safeguard!" Quoth she, "Is it fair of any one to missay of my charms?" And he answered, "How shall any missay of thy charms, and thou the sun of

loveliness?" Then said she, "Hath any the right to say of me that I am lophanded? "And tucking up her sleeves, showed him forearms, as they were

crystal; after which she unveiled to him a face, as it were a full moon breaking forth on its fourteenth night, and said to him, "Is it lawful for any to

missay of me [and avouch] that my face is pitted with smallpox or that I am one-eyed or crop-eared?" And he answered her, saying, "O my lady,

what is it moveth thee to discover unto me that lovely face and those fair members, [of wont so jealously] veiled and guarded? Tell me the truth of

the matter, may I be thy ransom!" And he recited the following verses:.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the

completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which

he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to

my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and

marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore

and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came

forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in

compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of

the damsel..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.Meanwhile, the youth

her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught

and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The

boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!' Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and

worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him

of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him, 'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy

slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort him, till he put faith in his speech..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her

(118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..Governor, Story of the

Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..105. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil ccccxix.Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..11.

Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter (239).116. Iskender Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.Three Young Men, El Hejjaj

and the, i. 53..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all

that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the

sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had

betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his

wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his

affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never,

whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the

king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell
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the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.The folk flocked about them, to divert themselves with

watching the play, and they called the bystanders to witness of the wager and fell a-playing. El Abbas forbore the merchant, so he might lead him

on, and procrastinated with him awhile; and the merchant won and took of him the hundred dinars. Then said the prince, "Wilt thou play another

game?" And the other answered, "O youth, I will not play again, except it be for a thousand dinars." Quoth the prince, "Whatsoever thou stakest, I

will match thy stake with the like thereof." So the merchant brought out a thousand dinars and the prince covered them with other thousand. Then

they fell a-playing, but El Abbas was not long with him ere he beat him in the square of the elephant, (77) nor did he leave to do thus till he had

beaten him four times and won of him four thousand dinars..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting

Slave-girl dcli.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should

attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw,

he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of

robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he

answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh

thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his

palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in

him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened

the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number

of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in well-doing..The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore, ii. 226..? ?

? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's

hill,.? ? ? ? ? Oft for thy love as I would be consoled, my yearning turns To-thee- ward still and my desires my reason still gainsay..Quoth Ishac,

'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out

therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So

she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without,

whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O

Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is

Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander

of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after

this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..? ? ? ? ? Ye are the

pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and thought with you remain..? ? ? ? ? My fruit is a jewel all

wroughten of gold, Whose beauty amazeth all those that behold..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse,

whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.'

So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Then the king

acquainted the people [of his court] with the matter and said to them,' O folk, how deem ye of my looking to the issues of affairs?' And they all

marvelled at his wisdom and foresight. Then he turned to his father and said to him, 'Hadst thou looked to the issue of thine affair and dealt

deliberately in that which thou didst, there had not betided thee this repentance and grief all this time.' Then he let bring his mother and they

rejoiced in each other and lived all their days in joy and gladness. What then," continued the young treasurer, "is more grievous than the lack of

looking to the issues of affairs? Wherefore hasten thou not in the slaying of me, lest repentance betide thee and sore concern.".El Abbas went in

and passed from place to place and chamber to chamber, till he came to the chamber aforesaid and espied the portrait of Mariyeh, whereupon he

fell down in a swoon and the workmen went to his father and said to him, "Thy son El Abbas hath swooned away." So the king came and finding

the prince cast down, seated himself at his head and bathed his face with rose-water. After awhile he revived and the king said to him, "God keep

thee, (60) O my son! What hath befallen thee?" "O my father," answered the prince, "I did but look on yonder picture and it bequeathed me a

thousand regrets and there befell me that which thou seest." Therewithal the king bade fetch the [chief] painter, and when he stood before him, he

said to him, "Tell me of yonder portrait and what girl is this of the daughters of the kings; else will I take thy head." "By Allah, O king," answered

the painter, "I limned it not, neither know I who she is; but there came to me a poor man and looked at me. So I said to him, 'Knowest thou the art

of painting?' And he replied, 'Yes.' Whereupon I gave him the gear and said to him, 'Make us a rare piece of work.' So he wrought yonder portrait

and went away and I know him not neither have I ever set eyes on him save that day.".Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii.

117..? ? ? ? ? j. The Enchanted Springs dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..Now he

feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to

him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot went with him to his lodging and he seated him

there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself

to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they
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went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the

pot.IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself

and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who

took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without

victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of

the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that

place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also

he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children],

but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of

reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about

right and left, but found not the place where they were..The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are little of wit. I

conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth the Lady

Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill my

slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And

Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful,

weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming,

so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is

dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".The Seventh Night of the Month..87. The Lovers of the Benou

Tai dclxxiii.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away

from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and 'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and

tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and

told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a

hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at

his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself

into that whereof he was not assured..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who

had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and

treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the

issue of the oppressor's affair.'.When the druggist heard the singer's words, he was certified of the case and knew that the calamity, all of it, was in

his own house and that the wife was his wife; and he saw the shirt, whereupon he redoubled in certainty and said to the singer, 'Art thou now going

to her?' 'Yes, O my brother,' answered he and taking leave of him, went away; whereupon the druggist started up, as he were a madman, and

ungarnished his shop. (199) Whilst he was thus engaged, the singer won to the house, and presently up came the druggist and knocked at the door.

The singer would have wrapped himself up in the rug, but she forbade him and said to him, 'Get thee down to the bottom of the house and enter the

oven (200) and shut the lid upon thyself.' So he did as she bade him and she went down to her husband and opened the door to him, whereupon he

entered and went round about the house, but found no one and overlooked the oven. So he stood meditating and swore that he would not go forth of

the house till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I, in weariness, for this estrangement pine, What while the spies of severance (106) do watch me

all the night?.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will not

accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth

and thy soul's pure desire, Moan'st thou as moan the doves and is thy heart for doubt on fire?.So saying, he sprang to his feet and catching up the

thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of them, whilst his comrade [El

Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the thieves left that which was with

them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they came forth of the Magians'

burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of that which had betided

them of fear and amazement at the dead..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and

said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this

fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she

took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas

and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried

them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and

that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his

eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..?THE THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? For the
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longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me, then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..When she had made an end of her

verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its

purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii. 190..When the morning

morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains

and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and

bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had

betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to

take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of

the relative Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.Fifteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 190..? ? ? ? ? Tirewomen to the bride, who whiskers, ay, and beard

Upon her face produce, they never would assign. (194).? ? ? ? ? o. The Man who was lavish of his House and his Victual to one whom he knew not

dcccciv.When it was the fourth day, the fourth vizier, whose name was Zoushad, made his appearance and prostrating himself to the king, said to

him, "O king, suffer not the talk of yonder youth to delude thee, for that he is not a truth-teller. So long as he abideth on life, the folk will not give

over talking nor will thy heart cease to be occupied with him." "By Allah," cried the king, "thou sayst sooth and I will cause fetch him this day and

slay him before me." Then he commanded to bring the youth; so they brought him in shackles and he said to him, "Out on thee! Thinkest thou to

appease my heart with thy prate, whereby the days are spent in talk? I mean to slay thee this day and be quit of thee." "O king," answered the youth,

"it is in thy power to slay me whensoever thou wilt, but haste is of the fashion of the base and patience of that of the noble. If thou put me to death,

thou wilt repent, and if thou desire to bring me back to life, thou wilt not be able thereunto. Indeed, whoso acteth hastily in an affair, there befalleth

him what befell Bihzad, son of the king." Quoth the king, "And what is his story?" "O king," replied the young treasurer,.Then he bade set up for

her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and she said in herself, 'This is a

king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the serving-woman, who used to

bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide in this place, so I may

worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her, saying, 'I have no need of

the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in him, she consented to his

wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition that thou bring me Dadbin

the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a word with them in thy

presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So she related to him her

story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..Three men once went out in

quest of riches and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with

it, till they drew near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they

sat down in the mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get

the gold for himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they

might enjoy the gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? Full

many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife

dccccxix.When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's clothes, (39) took the bowls and

water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The doorkeepers thought that he was the

washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the sharper and made off to his lodging,

where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look upon his face; for that by this time he

is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou

have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy husband.' And he fell a-toying with

her..God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, iii. 46..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS

FELLOW..? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for

his coming..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy soul..As

fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and

burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves

with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them,

and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and

sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we

entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till the doors should be opened, and we entered and

found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose throat they were about to cut..50. El Melik en Nasir

and the Three Masters of Police dciii.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who welcomed him and questioned
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him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother! For that thou hast directed me

unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when he said, 'And at midday came

the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his business, I came forth and we

returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his

wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the

morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he

took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and

made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..Haroun er Reshid, Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203.
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